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imODUOTW 


E ngland jiai been at reladTS peace &r atiufliSed 
yeacs'whendicwarhtciketnitinip^. Dunnst^ccBp' 
tutyplough{^ thcsbiFo, Ciishpc^tlaffi, 

(atm labouteis, focced by ppverty to the shame df ta^iiig 
(he Qaeea's sbiiling a jed coat, bad s^^d 

and ched bnvdy enough wler tbcii ibic-bimting pf&ocKa 
in differau pam offhe world. A f|w seMimenw aongs, 
some stories in dte newspafrars, and a faipt (ediiu of 
eonplatent stide about me wide empire they had^^ 
ot conqueretl, wa$ all the impipssionthat the jincpt^piatn- 
ingsKdfiAenfdieu; blood made on the li& of the nation 


I3ipe had been trouble enough jof another kind at hoRie 
in dieiirst half of the caituiy. Luddio: tank hngings ill 
t^ casrla yard at York, rick-aiuning ip the quiet coqnti^ 
sid* where squijia and parson jnded^absplute; (him me 
mohilisanon of the Chartist masses, the ponding of ,ti^ 
miner and the wcafpi into the ijational eonsdousness.- 
Barracb were built in the new &ctory towns, alongside 
the grim JJasrilles, as the wotkhousos were calH an^ as 
men and women began to read, thousands of little hooks 
and broadsheets, even newspapers, drpiilated in-'the 
huddled slums arousd the furies, preaehingthe inpif^ 
of socialism and of hatred againsc meticb. 

Ilie rich, wbde growing richer and mofb pious, unlike 
xHe blasphemihg sqinres of the eighteenth century who' 
drank aud whored their estates away, tmaid the hatred 
widi interest. "Stesscd are die but there is no 
greater crime before God or man than for jhe poor to 
mrget their meekness. After 1S48 the danger pasted Jsut 
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die liattcd stayed. Peace came at borne as well as abroad, 
and 1 successioii of biiHiant state^en devised means for 
tamfying the hinder of at least a substantial portioa of 
die worl^ class. The sons of the men who Had hidden 
pistols or beaten out pike Uadea in the days of Feaigus 
O’Connor and Ernest Jones hung up the portrait of the 
pious Mt. 'Gladstone, and men who had been violent 
•republicans in youth made decent teverence to the Widow 
Queen. 

So ir became £nn]y lodged in the minds cfEt^Hshmen 
of zU classes that their country was ,not only b^r but 
difierent DiScient laws and another proYidimee auided 
its fate, and the diatacteiistic of the phatisec to thank God 
that he is not as other men became one of the chief of 
the new features added to the Etiddi cliaractei by the 
century of peace. Frederick Engels, who was a wimess 
to the change, wrote to Marx in 1858 that "the English 
proletaiiat is in iact becoming more and more boutgeois, 
so that this most bourgeois of all nadons evidendy wants 
to bring mattets to ^ |iass where it has a bourgeois 
aristocracy and a bourgeots proletaiiat aln^itde with the 
bonigeoisie." 

For other countries the nineteenth ceotuiy was anything 
but peaceful The nations of Europe feught a Eeice series 
of wars for their uatiocal unification and the destruction 
of the feudal obstacles in the path of dieir capitalist 
development. While Bright, Cobden and Gla^ne 
covered the harsh triumph of the British capitalist class 
in the respectable broadcloth, of 'free trade and prayer, the 
young men of other countries were dying on ^ scaSbld 
and me batdedrid or in prison and et^ in order to win 
the same “heedom'' for their own countries. Their 
struggle was complicated by the growth of revolutionary 
sn rialis m among the woild^ class, which proclaimed the 
ideals of liberty, equality, and fraternity to be a sham so 
long as the exploitation of one man’s labour by another 
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lemained. Ike ardcaitjomig middk-^ass t^Uicans 
wh» dieamed of the day when they should sway a demo- 
cratic parliament with that oratory looked on this' as 
tteason to the cause of progress. 

The Communist Revolution, a spectre at the beginning 
of 1S48, broke into flame in Paris in June of the sameyearr 
In :87I the CMitalist class of the whole world sighed "ftfith 
rdtf when Tniers, with die help of German bayonets, ' 
denroyed the menace of Communism in hemg in Pans 
by a massacre which it was hoped would cow the woricers 
for ever from making any attempt to disturb the' new 
capitalist order which had established itself over the World 
at such a great cost. 

But if the nineteenth century confimied die British 
peopk in the belief that they h^ eateied on an eta of 
eterW peace and prosperity, at home and abroad, and that 
what happened to the impious peoples of ' Europe and 
America was no concern of theifi the twendeth century 
was quickly to disabuse them and to show, moreover, that 
underneath aU the seeming stability of the Victorian 
epoch processes of violent ewge and disrupdon had been 
at work. 

ipotf opened a new period of storm and stress in human 
history ^ did so in such a way that every Etiglishman 
who was able to read the signs could tell that die end of 
the old isoladon was here. It lyas not simply that the war. 
oil die independence of the Dutch republics in South 
Amca struck at other homes than those of the ploiuhboys 
and the fox-Jiunteis, or called for greater material sacri- 
fice. It aroused bitter jealousy and antagonism in France 
and Germany. It almost coincided with a shaip dash 
with the United States over a matter in Voiezuela which 
few understood very clearly. Perhaps this was one reason 
ht was a pioment of hysteria very 


itoiis roastitig of oxen which dosed 
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Somcdniig bd dunged fimdadiencally. People taljud 
of imperiali^ and what this meant in faa we shall 
analyse later in this book. But if the real forces at work 
were only dimly understood, their efieets were obvious to 
all The great war between the Russian Tsar and the 

J apanese Snipeioi in Maticfaniia was suaeeded by icv<>- 
udon and ccmmer^Fevolodoii in Russia. Asia, which 
•supposedly had no history, save diat which White men 
gtadouslY gave it with dtdr modem weapons of destruo 
tion, sundry awoke into alanning activity. Persia, 
Tidtcy, India, China were all seized by revolutionary 
movctnents, while in Surope die talk' was all of war. 
Splendid isolation gave way to the Entaite Cerdiule and 
Btiddistaffo^ceta earnestly studied the terrain ofFlanders 
and Nocthetn France. In the Balkans, ttoublc in the spring 
foom being a joke became a grim enough, reality and 
cained more turn one general mobilisation of the aimies 
and fleets of Buiopc. 

This was not the worst. Sodalism again became a word 
in common use in Dritain. New workuig-men’s parries 
arose, strikes took place which shook the whole country 
and in a Welsh village miners were shot by the soldiers, 
one of whom deserted fonii honor caused by what he had 
been commanded to do. 

In Germany and Fiance the firing of soldiers on sttiken 
became a common tliiiig and in the Champwae district 
there was real dvil war, in the course of which whole 
regiments mutinied and had to be disarmed. Elemom of 
dnl war were in the air, nor only in Germany and France 
or even in Belgjiim and Austria, whose capitals had been 
paradysed by Goieral Strikes, bnr actuaUy in Britain itself. 
iTunccd by English bankers and indusoialists and ^gioup 
of wealthy landlords, an armed force was created in 
Northern Ireland to defy ^ intenrion of Parliament to 
grant Irish Home Rule, ft had its English secrions who 
paraded b full nulitaiy formatioti m Hyde Park, led by 
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esofficcts ami prom%nt Tory {x£ticuns. It wag 
commcm that the leactiaiuries ciid not int^ to stop 
at smashing Home Rule. 

Tlie.olil world ^ its death-blow in the war of 1914-1S 
which destroyed ^ and st^miideted the &rcea of pn- 
duinion on a scale unheard of in history. 

The war was Mowed by revolutkms of the woi]u% 
class thioughounurope; of which onet in Russia, was ■ 
successful, replacing the corrupt role of die landlords and 
capitalisG by a sod^ dictatotship^of the workers. The 
war had opened the eyes of mdlioos of people, but above 
all of the working class, to the complece separadon of 
governmetusand peopK had brought a sharp consdousness 
of the class divisions in sodery au of in glaring contn- 
diciioiis. The success of die revolunon in the former 
Russian Empire, the replacing of die autocratic tyranny 
of the few over the many by the rule of the many over 
the few, the open prodalmiiw by the Rnssiaa working 
class of their aim as the complete abolition of classes atm 
clan dificrences, have tended to make the chaiacts of 
these coDtndictiong iiic»e obvious, and the economic 
weaknesses of apitalist society more sinking in contrast. 

The war of 1914-18. fei torn being the “last war," 
has proved to be but the flnt of a sedes of clashes, whde 
itmumefablc^'litde wars," chiefly waged by great impciiat 
ist powen against subject peoples in te^ have never, 
ceased, in Irdand, in India, in the Near East, in North 
Afiica, in China. The dass souses which have shaken 
Europe since 1918 have made £ pre-war clashes seem 
mere sktrmishs, and even Great Britain, the country 
whefc the doctrine of "class peace” was firmest tootea, 
bas witnessetl a tjencraL bQilte and die moVjhsation by die 
Goveiiment of seventy-five battalions, of tanks, artillery 
and cavalry against die workipg class. 

Since me world has been gripped by an economic 
ctisis so refcnttes, so violently oestruettve, so expensive 
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and so fiaughtmthsuficiing toduiwoEkinK dass, tbe£umeR 
and die f caanQ wbo have wmeio painful bur^ that ic ii 
no exa^eradon to say that it is a catastiophe mote 
reacldne in its effects uian the war. one which has squanx 
dered far more of the productive lesources of capitalist 
society, and b costing ea^ d^ of its duration more than 
did me war, while the sttain of its harden b becomingeveo 
more intoJerahle to the masses. Nor b the burden made 
easier by the growing consciousness that the present rulers 
of society are largely maintaining their power by a dvi] 
war against the worldne class, and that the great powers 
arc one and all fevedsmy preparing for a new series of 
aimed battles. “The ff ontieis of Britain aic on the Rhine,’' 
Mr. Baldwin has declared significantly. 

The war was a terrible thing. It was also, as Lenin 
pointed out, for some ^ple a terribly profitable thi^. 
The ciisb b a terrible thing, yet few wotud deny that for 
some people it has nevertbdess proved a terribly profitable 
thing, and the coming war, unless it b prevented by the 
indignation of the masses, will prove an evm more 
tembly profitable thing to the same people. 

What b the explanation of the bloody career of the 
twentieth century, which in just over thirty yeais has 
claimed more human victims and caused greater material 
destruction, dun any preceding century of human history t 
, Unless we are to go into the dark placa of religious mania 
and see here the punishment for some mysterious sin, 
there can only be one explanation, that these things arise 
out of the smictuie of human sodety itself 
The present economic ciisb has caused a general decline 
in world production of over a third as compared with 1928. 
The production of steel and iron in the chief i ndus trjgl 
countries has fallen to the level at which it stood at the end 
of the last century. The (jrisb has struck agriculture with 

E 'culai severity, forcing the faimcrs dw to destroy 
crops, or to decrease the sown area, owing to the 
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in^oi^ility of maiketiiie th^ prodnctiDiL Nearly lialf 
of the great army of inomiial workers tfaroi^hout the 
wodd h^ been affected br unemployment in one form or 
another, with their families, a vast muldtode of nearly 
two hundred million human bdbies. 

Not only are crops destroyed, blast furnaces and sbi^ 
yards scrapped, miles of sh^jung laid up to rus^ but the 
Drains ana ^ of men and women are alM allowed to mst 
away unused, oi t^fied to purely unproductive ends., 
Finally povoty <^ihe most deaerate, terrible kind 
spreads evecywhere, and die newspapers of the most 
Civilised” country in the world are filled with a bitter 
dispute as to wbedier 3,000 or 3,400 calories are suAlcient 
to maintam an unemployed man. • 

Yet it is universally admitted that this maa poverty and 
nnen^oyment arc not caused through any shortage of 
commodities. Ihe ends came about, not beause the 
mines, factories and &nns wete piodudng too little, but 
beause they were producing too much. It is, like all t^ 
piecedJng crises of apitalism, a crisis of over-production. 
Tliose suffer from the crisis, the working class, the 
enployees, the small farmets and peasants, form the great 
mrioiity of the wendd’s population, and, thougli they are 
suffering extremes of privad^ they do not have the means 
to purmaeand consume thesuiplus of goods produced. 

Men can be at the same rime the m^es as well as the 
agents of the systems they create. lit was Sit £dwaid Grey, 
the dupe, who on the awfiil eveiing of August 3id, 1914, 
oied out despaicin^y, that “the lights are going out over 
Europe and they will not kiiidle aeaih in our Itfettme.” 
During the Crimean War John Bri^ for a moment also 
tote aside the veil in his “ angel ofdarii “ speech. Might he 
have lain awake m London during the summer nights of 
1934 and listeneu to the sullen roaring of the bombers 
he wouU have been consdoiu of an evm more ceiiible 
beadng of win^ above the homes of "Pngland 



Uomal^^uzoK iW'lapSiDfap^ityi^ 
illle’ Middle Ages, ana tie ]&feK 

don pf qijnt^jsin in decay, iouf vf 

^ apiit^f rabbet ^caie, bas shown that it briBB 

duoiuc (wl >rai. In JEnglam ^o„ 
of London’s politest snburb, in ihe largest of 
jthe e^hal’s public h^s, Badst violence ' agaii^ the 
MQtPdhomfied KotQte^frpffi EtslUBnabie 
ptiests and- 'IV}r7 members et PaH&m^. 

3I1C ^adidons of a hundred yean a^ '-in ruins. Realty 
j; fbtciiig its^thiougli every sb^ the' SeaEty of poverty, 
HBempleymeiit, &s(^ and war. Thd tighe ^ tiot 
Idsidle over Europe again of themselves. Gwtalist society 
■if in ooHapse, butmless we nndetstand die laws (^itsaise 
and decay, imles we sec ideally the disposidon of the 
-enemy jn the for the ilitare of humanity, we shall 
the task of froeiBg OBiadires 60m its erip and biul&ig 
die new socien a huidred times more ^cult. To the 
mJliQOaire and ]ds kcjteys Commnnism is still a specof, 
hue -p) the nillioiH of the poor.^ oppressed duouehoot 
the world it beoimes moee and moce a hope of lire that 
$ii]I qgfuftlptidJe tjieli^ iafupspe- 

Septmher, J934. 
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CHAPTER I 


QOaum IN DECAT ANS IHB fEACHINC OF EAU WiX 
I 

'A capnlist $oacty is based ^ tbejiBKlticdoB 

iVlof commodides ibi prou in-conditioTis ofantalisc 
f]:9ducti9iiieUtieiis. Tbat is t 9 ssy, the gceatet and Etost 
ucpeaant pait of thencans ctf tbepcoductip& aodext^iange 
of coQunoditics belong to a aumeikally small dass qf 
ppis9ins, vdule the Aiyenddning m^Ofity of the wpu- 
iabim has no othei means pf eadsteuce than ck ssk 
lalbeui power u this small group of propfcty jospcb. 
In ibis way the m^ptity qf peo^, the pKUetadans, who 
have nopiopeny, by sheir^oq r (xcate the income of 
the upper ous# society, the ^oory owners, badtfQ 
‘jBud kndprds. H 

Since evcfy wetter spends moie labour tn production 
(lufa pifhces to pay back the cost of his own Baintenance, 
'Aat is io say he produces goods greater in value than .his 
town 'wages, the capitalist teedves n' quantitv of un^ ' 
^kmi, Avbich his posiden as monopolist of tne economic 
/Means of hfe enables him to force out of the worker. 
lHus unpaid labour creates surplus value, poipete. 
i apressian of capkahst en^oitadon. A ppitidti of du 
■SHrjUus value the capitalist spends on his personal needs, a 
'•pornoa h< re-invests in his own or other people’s busisMS. 
4 Qd a pyortion ras to jhe cmadon pftk apparatus of force, 
vjolcnm and week necessary to mamtain diis system of 
^xploitatps, The armed police, avil senrice, laivy 
'Cotins, prisons, church, all rbs various mamfestadons of 
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the cajutalist machine ate also maintuned by diis unpaid 
labour of che propatv-less das of piulc&rians. 

Capiat sodety ^ecs from the historical forms of 
society which have preceded it in its peculiar property 
cdarions. It came into being as the result of a lon^ ptoces 
of c3tyropriatioa of small private property, that is to say 
of private property based upon me labour of its owner. 

'The tnnsfoimation of the individual and scattered 
jBtapa of production into socuUy concentrated means of 
production, the transfonoatioa of the py^y property of 
w many into the non. piopetty of toe &w, the eimio* 
priadon of the great masses of people from the land, from 
w means of sMscavx, ana tow. the, instrcaaaits of 
labour— this terrible and grievous expropriation of the 
populace— comprises the praude to the hi^ry of apital 
. . . The exp^riariciQ of the immediate praducen is 
effected with ruthless vandalism; and under the stimulus 
of the most in&mous, the basest, the meanest and the most 
odious passioiis. Self-cained private property, die private 
procetty that may be lookra upcm as fbundca on a 
coalesc<^ of the isolated, individual and independent 
worker, with his working condirioiu^ b supplanted by 
apitalist private propetty, vriiich is maintained by the 
exploitation of otneis labour, but of labour which, in a 
formal sense, is free;,'' Marx writes in a bxaoxa passage of 
the first volume of Capitol, 

r'But capitahsm, despite the violence and bloodshed which 
distingiush its development, was a progressive system in 
comparison with the feudal society which it destroyed. 
By its coDCcntiation of property, ^ the introduction of 
co-operatibn into the process of production, that is the 
social division of labour, itt fleaiea the way for an enor- 
mous devriopment of produ^onii ior immense and far- 
rea3img~ tecimical ad^ces. With the peifcctit^ of 
technique and the spreading of the sphere of capitalat 
production edations till it embraced almost the whole 
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the process of capitabt conccntiadoa of. property 
increiseil iIm. “Whac has now to he exproptu^ is no 
longer the Ubouicr woriung on his own account, but the 
cajutalist who exploits many labourers" (Marx). 

Hic development of uiis nire te^cal prog^ 
gradually changes the whole posioon of the workuig-cGn 
itsdf. Tat labour of women and children, or of uoles- 
cents, begins to play an ever greater pan in indiutiy. Tlu • 
skilled worker has almost gone &>m the clothitu uc^iy,. 
replaced by girls and boys. Even in the mostsUUed^and* 
complicated processes of engmeering die labour of vroraA 
and of adolescents is rapituy driving the ciaitsman from 
bis last fortress. Since tetmeal advance also..means the 
r^lacine of men by machines the actual demand for 
laDoui rai exceeds die supply, so that the dependence of 
the worker on c^cal increases, and with it the degree of 
his exploitation ^ means of speeding-up, of a greater 
intensity of labour. 

The most remarkable effect of technical prwiess is, 
however, the creation of a reserve army of Iwour, a 
permanent body of workers for whom society has no 
employment, except in times of war or as uidustiial,stiik> 
brmeis. The growth of this reserve army in recent years 
has been terrif^g and both Mr. Ramsay MacDonald and' 
Mr, NcviDc Chamberlain, with chokmg voice and glycerine 
tears worthy of the walrus and the carpenter at thde nvMt 
emotional, nave referred to these two milbons of men 
permanently on the sciap-heap, for whom capitalism can 
see no hope at least in the next ten yean. ^ 

Gimpctition between individual and between 

international groups on tbe world market, makes it mote 
and more di&ult for capitalism to get rid of the goods 
produced in cvet-«rowing quandties. Ibe inevitable 
effect of the giowm of pioaucd'v forces in capkahst 
society is ovetproduedon leadii^ to periodical crises. 
Tbe capitalist bs created somediii^ whose development 
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he cannot control, and the whble system of capitalist 
pioducdoti u in its very nature planless and anarchic, an 
anarchy rmdacd all the deeper and more painful since 
die consuming ca^ty of the market can never expand 
eDoogh to nwet the growth in production. 

X Society is in &ct in the grip of a fundamental coiuia- 
Jtcdtm. otigsaistcioa of 11101?, ^crory and csnspcu^ 
'is a miracle of social planning, of the mastery of the human, 
mind over dcmentil jfbrccs. Production in &ct is in its 
very essence a migi 2a, but “exchange and apptopiiatian 
; condnue to be mdividual acts, the acts of individuals. 
yTke sociid product is mprepricitd hj the iWividiuI capitslisL 
Fundamental contradiction, whence arise all the contra- 
dictions in which our present society moves, and which 
modem industry bdngs to light It is this fundamental 
contradiction which has created the great coatiadicdon 
between the classes in capitalist society, between ptoie- 
tamt and bourgeoisie. 

Crises are usually followed by periods of depression, and 
then by a revival, and so through the cycle to aisis again 
iheTC is no reason for bdievmg that even the present 
crisis, though it is longer and deqicr than any of those 
jueoedi]^ it, is the last crisis of c^Calism, buh as we shall 
emphasise later, h has certain features which make it 
impossible that after its dose capitalism should teflim to a 
period of pcan^ progress ana prosperity, 

But every cdsis, and the present one most panicuktly, 
emphasises the real nature of capitahat sodety. It becomes 
cleat to miOJons of desperate and hungry persons that the 
perfection of technique, die repladng of me heavirat and 
most degrading processes of labour by machinery, the 
conquest of die air, the almost miraculous perfection of 
commumcattons, the increase in the productivity of human 
labour, are only there appatendy in mocking contrast to 
the poverty and hopdessnM of die majoiiry of mankind. 

* Bogdi, StttdSjm, Uhpiu and Stiutlifir. 

4 
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The gap 1]etweea.dio5e who hive asd diose.who 
have not, toe mad wasK of human talent, cieadvett^ and 
energy, the aytful imecutity of life, neve^ mote 
appatenL 

la &ct, every aids iooeases both the leladvc and the 
ahsolure poverty of the masses. No statement ia the 
Marmn analysis of society is more hotly contested thaiv 
this. Yet none is tmei. The gradual development of' 
sodal reform, better sanitation, improved housing, amuse- 
ments and ediicadon are all brougjin forward in tmatitm. 
Yet two important points are always forgotten, fint'that 
the Marxian analysis applies to capitalism as a whole, and 
not to a parting cxnmoy oi even a paidculai short 
period of tune, and secondly that the worse effects of 
capitalism, mass pemianent unemployment and war, aic 
always conveniently forgotten or ^ treated as exceptions 
which need not be taken into account. 

It is perfectly true that for some years in certain impciial- 
bt countiies capitalbm has guaranteed an improved 
existence to a considerable section of its working class, 
and that in certain couittries, paidcuiarly Bntain and the 
United States, it sdll does so, diough on a npidly dedining 
scale. But in the countries of the East, in ^utn America, 
in Central and Eastern Huiope, in pre-revoludonaiy 
Russia, this was not the case. In the imperialuc oounttics 
themselves the improvement was only relative and of 
few years’ duration. Mass unemployment heame a pei^ 
manent fcatuic of wodtmg-clMi The many millions 
of workers motnlbed into the armies in both peace and 
war would hardly claim their conditions were thcidiy 
implored. In certain "advanced” countiies, such as 
Germany, die condition of die wodciug dbs has declined 
rapidly uid atastrophically. War, starvation and mass 
unemployment have beoinie futures of caphalum which 
thieatoi the hie and security of every one. There b no 
"normal'' development of capitalism which allows one 
$ 
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to set aside thasa Gatuies. lliey.aie tliemselTa in &ct its 
*‘noiDul” devdopment, if dut voed may be used at all. 

Naturally, dioefoie, die development of capitalist 
society, cue mwth of its coDtnmictioDS, have been 
accompanied by the growing discontent and anger of die 
woiking class, liy an intense shaipenit^ of dieir straggle 
igainsc the ezplomg class, bieal^ from dme to tinK 
into open civil war, for capitalist society, whatever may 
be the peaceful and democratic made concealing the red 
character of hs sodd relationships, is dways pregnant with 
dvilwar. The conditions are present for a violent solurion 
of die cohaadiaiQiis of society, conditions s umme d up by 
Marx in an mifo^ctiable passage of the £tst volume cx 

“One capitalist lays a number of bis fellow>capitiilists 
bw. Haad'^haDd with such centralisadon, con- 
comitandy with the expropriation of many capitalists 
by the few, the OKipenitiTe fbrai of the labour process 
develops 10 an evec-incieasing degree; therewith we 
find a growing tendency tow^ die puiporive appli- 
cation of scienoe to the improvement of technique; the 
land is more metbodicdly cultivated; the instruments 
of labour tend to assume forms which are only utilisablc 
by combined effort; the means of production are 
economised' through being turned to account only by 
. jmn^ by sodd labour. All the peoples of the world 
are enmeshed in the net of the world marieet, and 
therefore the capitalist tcgiine tends more and mote to 
assume an intemanond character. While there is thus 
a progressive diminution b the number of the apitalist 
magnates (who usuip and monopolise all the advditages 
of tits tnnsformativc process/, tAere occurs a corres- 
ponding bciease in the mass of poverty, oppression, 
enslavetnent, d^eneiadpn and ex^dtation; but at the 
same dme there is a st^v intenweadon of the wrath 
of the woiking class— a cuss which grows ever more 
€ 
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numctous, and is disdpliiied, dnified, and-organse^ by 
the very ii»ecbaiiisni of the apitalist method' of pro* 
ducoon. Capiialist monopoly becomes a fetter upon the 
method of pioducdon, wmch has fioudshed widi it 
and under it. Ihe centialisadon of the means of pt^ 
dacdon and the socalisanon of labour leach a point 
where they prove incompadble with rbeir capitalisr 
hush. This bursts asunder. The WipII of capitalist 
private jpropaty sounds. The citpropriaton are expro- 
piBCcd." 

The process of capitalist accumulation thus vividly 
desciibed by Marx has reached its climax in out own tunc, 
in the twoitieth century. Since the bcgimiing of the 
century capitalist economy has ctitocd a new pbine of 
impetwism. The process of concentration and central- 
isation of capital has attained such importance as graduaUy 
to lead to the foimatioti of powerful monopolist alliances 
ef the capitalists; to the fomiation of combines, syndicates, 
cartels trusts. These poweiful bodies rapidly become 
the decisive &ctor inthc economic life of the more advanced 
countries. A similar growth and concentration of banking 
coital lead to its gradual fusion with industrial capital and 
to the development of enormous capital m^iorts m'othei 
countries. 

The growth of productiTe forces for outstnpped the 
capacity of the impovenshed home marker, ani^thc 
conauest of the world market, the search for areas for the 
profitable investment of surplus capital, became an urgent 
necessity, ficttain, the first country to become comptmy 
industtiidised, was far of all oonijenfow in th^ 
race, though her own industry remained more 'backward, 
less concentrated and fo'gM y organised than thac bfi her 
great new competitors in Germany and the United''Stat^ 
British banking apital, Biitifo .shipping, on the otl^ 
hand, all the apparatus of her vast export and colonial 
trade, became even more highly amcentrated than was 
7 
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£e ^ in pAer pouatries. IndKcl^ chap is no aniibnid^ 
in apitahst dcvdopment; whidi has beat and rpmsinj 
Tpry uneven, both ps beewp^ jwuntne and, mchiu the 
iqaiious coiuitm, as bacweoi difleroK hunches of industry. 

Sy the hcguniinz of our caitury the world was almost 
completdy mvided territoriaHy between the great powen, 
the upn’s shxe baying fallen to Bridsh impeiialistp, apd a 
desperate snuggle far its etxinomic re-division had begun, 
a struggle in wnidi the great pombinadons of capital began 
to ^ a direct pan, controlling polices and the liie of 
states, ^ctadflg w pace in the tatible annaments race 
which now pv the first time became a peimanent 
feature of the relations between the dificixnt courxties. 

From sudi a situation wars were bonnd to spring, wars 
for markets, fpp spheres of investment, raw mate^ and 
diera labour power, fbr world pow and the crushing of 
stnau or wean natioiis by the great impeiialist powers. 
The -war of was the fct such war, a veritable 

world var wwd by more than sixty nations in every 
comer of the ^obe. 

Jf impoialtHn has bfcn the age of the wiiale^, the 
aeroplane, the submarine, if it has built railways across the 
dese^ if it has enabled men for the first dme to reach the 
ttyo poles of thp earth, if it has created all the conditions 
for die uiiificadoft of humanity, its actual e^cts have been 
the vety opposite. ’ Science and medidnp have made thrir 
greatesa progress in a period of inline, disease and the 
ghastly murnadon of thousands. Commmiicaaans have 
hpund the world tt^cdicr a rime when national hatreds 
and oppressions have reached thdr climax ki human 
Jiistory, which has never before known > time vtdtcn the 
majority of the woA£s popidation has been Vsept in 
subjection by a minority ot hw a dozen nations claiming 
permanent racial superiority. 

Hnally, technique and eaucatiun have advanced ia giant 
strides at the same rime as the in ohilky of society to 
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ndlise the tireative eneiigy 'of die ewp tff }ti nienib^‘4>r 
to ^ve iJvci any hut the sraallest ^laie in the ^ceat 
advances made, has been most iemoisel(;^ly.expov<l> 

The cause Is oot co ^k. Impeiiahsm’has developed 
to an pcticme d^Ne the contiathctbns and ancagonisms 
of<a;ntaIist society. The level of det^loptnent cif-woild 
capitalism has become exceedingly hi^. The anatchy 
W oompentfon has given way to monopolies, often sup- 
ported DC e^ren control by me State^ the banks and the 
gtea tiiiscs have preitcd ^ vast apparatus in the efibn to 
riKulatc production and dtehudon. The sodal cbanctcr 
oi capitalist production has never been mote ^parent. 
Yet tne jobber, exploiting chatacter of capitalist appro- 
pciation, in glaring contradiction ta this. Is also nakedly 
exposed. As die trusts and monopolies have giotvn, tlu 
cost of living has incicased by leaps and bounds. The 
piessuse on me working class, whim to deCmd even HS 
oread and butter has to contend against the ^hole force of 
ihe State, ns during the Gene^ Strike of 1926, has become 
almost unbearaUc, its econoinic and political struggle } 
hundred times more (M'lciji;, 

The horrors, sufiering, savagery and min to which the 
war gave hinh have become a normal part of thehleof 
capii^ society. Capitalism has reached the stage in it; 
d^flopment when the proletarian, cominiinist imilfirim 
has begun. The war of i^tlrlS, ending itva struggle of 
the woridng dass for powet in many countrus, ^d the 
triumph of that stnig^e In the former Xussian empire? 
was the Jse rinning of an cm of w^rs and tevoludons, of the 
colbpse {^papitauist society and the growth of eonuniBist 
eocicty. 

Tkie successes riE ^ wDAomg duss 'm 'K.ussia, Wno ate 
ftPW directly approachk^ the complerion of their con- 
stnicdoB of a new sodety on a class4ss lyiris, -which 
the connvdicaoiu of apitalism have been violently 
dinunated, ate a living pioof that only the communist 
9 
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levoluuoQ oTthe working can lead humanity out pf 
die vidous pircU of war and poverty crpatsd by impoial- 


Maizism, which, in England at least, for geneiadons has 
been ignored or snigeeru at by the superior, including 
mfonunatdy, most ^ the leaden of the Biidsh working- 
das moTcinent, can now no longer be ignored, and li^ 
service to Marx’s name comes to-day from the most 
unlikely quaiten. The actual achievements of socialism 
in the Soviet Umon, the growth of a world revoludonary 
movement of great power, combined with the edsis pf 
capitalist society as a wholes have clothed Marxism with a 
living reality which'may still be aigued against, but hardly 
ignoicd or disposed of with a sneer. 

Lenin, inspeaking to the Congress of Young Communists 
in Moscow in T920, splen didl y summed up and eimtained 
fhe ^gidficancp of Mux. ‘You have and ncaid,*’ 
he said, “of how Communist theory and Communist 
science are chiefly the creation of Marx. You haye read 
how this teaching of Marxism has ceased to he rhe work 
of a single mnetcenth-CEiitury socialist; even though he was 
a genius, aqd how this teaphing has become the teaching of 
sens «f millions of proletarians throughout the world who 
are applying this teaching in their stru^ against capttaU 
Ism. And if you pur the following question: Why was 
Marx’s teaching ahk to win the hearts of tens of nulions 
of the most revolutionary class, you would only get qoe 
reply. has happened because Marx based ius work on 
die firm foundadon of human knowledge which had been 
CDQqueied' lyidhr c^nixiisni. ih snidymg ede ikwv of 
development of Inman society, Marx uidetstood the 
Inewhhility of the dev^pmenr of capitalism lea^i^ tp 
coimnunism, aad, above all, he proved this only on the 
baas of the most nruy , detailed and deep study of this 
10 
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capkalist society, duougfi the full assiiiiilAtion pfall-wlikh 
sdenoe hag giveti in the past. Me te^shumeJ critically al 
that has created by human society, Jamg npt 4 
sin^ point vitiieut attenuon. He tehuhioned aK that 
has been cicated by hman thought, sid)iiutriiig it tp 
oitidsm, cheddng it by the labeui movement, , and 
th»ving those conausions which are impojsihle for persons 
limited by a bourgeois framework or l»und by bougeots 
prqudices.” 

Lest it should be drought that Lenin pEtkaps exaggerated 
a litde the aduevement of Marx, it is of interat to note 
that the London School of Economics, wishing to refute 
Marxism, was compelled to mobilise not one, noi even 
two profsson, but a wkole pleiad of philosophets, 
historians^ economists, Janyos, biohwistat physidstt and 
phemists. The refutation of Mkx has for geaeraaons been 
almost an obligation for {he militant university professor, 
yet so not one ptofe^r has ever set hitpselt the cask 
of examinmg die interesting pai^x that the mote Maix 
is "refuted” the stronger grows die influence pf his ideas 
and the more widespread and deeply tooted they become; 
One can find a very simple esplanirion for this paradox, 
so single as to make it impost for the expla^on to 
pomipcnd itself in academic dtdes, Bouigeois adenee, 
phflosophy and economics are compelled to give so much 
of thrir best energies to attacking' Marxism because 
/Marxism is tme, beause it gives a ootiect jncture of the 
world and its development. 

Marx, more consUtently and with greater genius than 
ipy othet thinker, saw the modye power of Inl^ory 
in the class sttug^ and understood the conclusions jo be 
drawn fiom thk k is the very devdopment of ibis class 
'ftruggle along the lines foreseen by Maez which is the 
gteatest coemtnarion of his teacl^g, as it is ako the ause 
of iho desperate atteeb made upon that teachit^. Maixiaa 
aaterialim has shown the woriter how it is possible ioz 
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to tliTow off the spiritual cuIaTemoM which class 
society has (tnced upon him. h^arx's economic theory 
has made dear to Im hu real posidoa in thp capitalist 
mcern beneath all the appeannces of “freedom” in which 
that position is disguised, while Man's teachii^ on 
socialism and the cl^ struggle has both shown the way 
to the emandpation of the working class and to the 
destrucdoa of class society and exploitation as sucL 

The most frequent objection to Marxism, and hence to 
the whole theoretical basis of Communism, is that it dees 
not correspond to tjie conditions of modctn lifr. Maix 
Jied fifty years ago, on die eve of immense and frr- 
reaching chim^. How then can his work he valid for a 
society whichnas passed through diose changes? But the 
developmcBt of capitalism, frr from solving those inner 
contra^OQS whi» the analysis of Marx bid bare, has 
intensified ihem a liuti^edfold. The enonoous devclop- 
menr of capitalist concentrarion to the point of monopciy 
had not oken place in Marx's lifetime, but it was fully 
foreseen by and himself, and Lenin has devdoped 
Marxism sriC Smhtt by applying its bws to this new, 
imperialist stage. 

The present economic crisis, the whob crisis of the 
capitalist system which began with the war of 1914-18, 
is the living proof that the capitalist system of production 
has devdoped not -towards an overcoming or a softening 
of these oontiadicrions, but towards thoi ever greater 
sharpening. Let us sum up these contradictions and 
antagonisms, sioce the whole struggle of the working class 
for a socialist method of production arises from them. 

Fiistly, the severance of the producer fiom the means 
of production and the consequent condemnation of 
enonnous masses of people to wage-labour for life; haye 
developed sioce the de^ of Marx to a very imponant 
degree. In a h^y industrialised country such as Britain 
the process is dmost complete, in both agriculture and 
12 
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indiKtiy, wi£le rven in couLtnes wkte capitafist devcb^ 
mcnt is sdH backward, .suck as Chiia or India, 
enny imo the wodd market has gready hastened the 
process with all its violent oousequenos and the untold 
su£abg which accompany it. The antagonism beeween 
ptoletaiiat and bourgeoisie is teaching ks climax, thongfi 
it develops unequally, accordine to various historical and 
ecanomic diciumtatKXs. J)ut the most aodemic «S social 
histotiaiis could hardly deny that since 1914 dvil war has 
become an almost peimanent £»tiite of social lifs in the 
capitaliu world. 

Secondly, while competition widiin eadi country has 
been in some respects hmketl fthough in others hdghtened) 
by the growth of monopoly, on a wodd scale it has 
reached the stage of pentianeot economic war bctvtven 
the great narioc^ monopolies, expressed in tariiS, quotas, 
trade embargoes, inflation measittes, state subsidie, and a 
score of other forms. The battle for the dtminisliing world 
nuricec is now the chief feature of the relations botween 
capitalist states. The contradiction between the develoor 
mem of socialised peodnedon and distribudon within tne 
individual enterprise, or even state, and social anarchy in 
production as a whole, is aho reariung a climax. Planning 
in production has become an inevitable nooessicy for 
mourn sodety, but it is one which die production rela- 
tioDi of that sodety ptEvent it feom icalismg. 

Thirdly, the Kvobdonary advances in tschnique, the 
rapid development of new forms of transport ana com* 
municarion, nave had die eflect on die one hand of 
increaiing the pctmaiient anny of unemployed in each 
country from a few thousanffi to miOu^ of m^ing 
pauperism, Kidieito on a W« sca^ die {cen^adve of 
agrarian countries, a feature 0? every great city, wMe on 
the other hand the productive forces of sociecy have 
increased by leaps ana bounds, t^ver-production, crises, 
iare heconae m<ne feequeot and more ceverc, die 

13 
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great gap sepaiadng the everWiowiiig group of large 
monopoust property-tmncts TOin the mass of prepay 
less wage workers has become wider, mote unbridgeable, 
and more glaringly obviouL ' The optimism which 
chaiacmdsed capitalisir m its early period of dcrelopmcnt 
has given way to a deep pesumism. The forces of pro- 
duction have developed to an extent which makes them 
appear to thcii ainawd masten as a menace, and piayen 
are olTeted up in the diurches for a '‘moratorium’ in 
scientific advance. 

The workers, die smaller employees and technical stafi, 
the middle class and pooi peasant^, arc being forced into 
ever ^ter poverty ttd insecurity, wink at the same 
rime mere is an excess of both die means of prodnctioii 
and of the products dumsclves. “The mode of pnitcHm 
rites in nhellim imuftsi tke form oj extAiW^. The bou^isic 
axe convicted of inapadty to .manage theii own social 
produciive fotocs,’’ thus Ei^k sums up the positian. 
They ue also shown by the very development of pro- 
duction to be a supeifluoiis dass.^ Modem industrial 
otgahisarion is largely the work of highly paid specialists 
and the veiv fact tha the oligarch of modem capitalism 
is able to hold a host ofdirectoiships indi^rou companies 
is perh^s one of the most uiiking proori of his paiasttic 
duiturter. 

It is die argnmeqt of lefotinism that in this way capital- 
' ism gradually and painlessly tramforms itself into “sodal- 
ism." Inde^ the cefonnisc commonly enough calls 
capitalism whidi has readied this stage of dev^pmenc 
“sodalism." In Gcmiaiiy, for ocample, where die patrid- 
parion of the capitalist state In industry was patdculaily 


• Thii hu kd tneb theoilns u Mr. J. M. Km 
ddnikiQ tbu the cspltiUst bonigeoule !i tlieady 
tiiiMd "ukilat" of anoagett lad toetinidwis. 
this li obriiMU enoogb not call far our Bped 
point of Tiew is bovner so iDtensttog n£seti 
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advanced, leaden of sodll-detnocracy declared at theii 
Pany Congees in 1932 that Germany ma moi^ advanced 
on toe road to sodalism than Russia. Similarly, in Britain, 
the organisation Tvith stare aid of such immense mono* 
polies as the Central Electricity Board and the London 
Passenger Transpon Board, has been hailed as “socialism,” 
while the leaders of reformism are also greeting 
Roosevelt N.R A as a great work of socialist planiiing. 

It does not need much leflecdon to see cither that thm 
is no painless path to sodalism, or the essentially capitalist 
character of the enterprises mendoned. The present 
economic crisis, more costly and more pregunt with 
suffering even than die war, is hardly a painl^ process, 
while the crisis, far fiom solving any of dw conttaoictions 
of capitalism, has, as we have seen, sharpened them to an 
imh^ble extent Capitalism itself in tliae drcumstances, 
&r from showing signs of a pacific transition to a sodalisc 
society, has never been so closed as a system of tenor 
and violence against the clases which it explmo. True, 
state subsidies to the great trusts, of which die Treasury 
subsidy to the Cinuid Line is an excelletit example, become 
larger and more fiequent, while the state ana monopoly 
capital become more and mote openly merged toge^. 
True, dbc desperate character of the crisis forces more and 
more state interference and efforts at “plaiming,*’ but the 
national difiicnidfs of apitalism are thereby oiuy partially . 
relieved, while capitalism as a whole, on an intemadonal 
scale, is I " 


1 into deeper and more terrible difficulties, 
in which war becomes a constant menace. The most 
extreme example of this is fisdst Germany, where state 
intcifacncc with economic life has gone to ^eater lengths 
and is adueying greater chaos than any otba country. 

It is significant that as “sodalism” of this charaaer 
develops, so also does the violeady reactionary icharactet 
of the imperialist state. The establishment of fiocist 
dictatorships in some countries, the efibrt to wrest away 
15 C 



oiuting ^mocratic ri^ts w'vroiker; in aH ooiiiuije^ 
the ii^meiue derelopnoK of the pansitic dunaer of the 
apitalbt state, these are die signs which ace accompa^dng 
ivhat (he ipferinkt theneodans acdbkn as the ccansition to 
socialisnL 

Jbi &ct, tb^ deepetiing cootiadicflon; can o^Jv be solved 
by wocldng-dass revolution, by the seizure oi power by 
tw .working dass and the traiufetmation of the means of 

E tion into public, socialist ^coperty. Fjped from ihe 
of cent, profit and intecest, Wn the cnoimous 
tiibtste paid to t^r private owners, the means of pro- 
duction are then teaHy able to work oft a pre-deteimltied 
plan. It becomes possible, vhen the woiking class ace 
masten of state power, to raise oondtwally die material 
conijjpont pf the popnlation, to destroy the canrral cot)trp- 
dictien of capitalist economy— that between sodal pmdoc- 
don and private jippropriadon of the product. Anarchy 
of production. n]d unemploymenr con^ucntly di^ppepf, 
Ibe state power of ue wockets is usn to desetoy the 
economic hates of classes themselves, as sodety prepresses 
towards complete aodaljyn. 'With the disa^eat^nep pf 
the central contradiction of capitalist production, so the 
central antagonism of capitalist society, the antagonism 
between bourgeoisio and prdktaiiat, capitaKsf and workyr, 
is also destroyed. 

'‘To acoonplish this act of universal etnandpadqp ische 
historical mission of the modem proletariat," writes 
Cngels. “To thoroughly comprehend the historical con-' 
dbdoru and thus die very nature of this aa, tp inpHt tpr 
the now oppressed proletarian dass a full knowledge of the 
condidoQS^ of ^ meaning of the momentous ^cc it is 
called upon to accom[dish, diis is the task of the theorftjpa^ 
expression of the pr^etatiin moveipent, sden^c 
sodaKsm." 



TEE TEA«HtN4^ OT ]fCAitL KKSiX 
I 



liun then, is ao abstract dieory, no'klasl to 
reality must be made ra coo&nn; it is, as Maigc 
.{Mcs, “dw movement fvhich destrpys Ac 
ft^'fkiudon," CT as Lenin eypims it, Marxism itsdf 
l^^{!)iienrycf theproletaiiatin its sini^eibrfieeddm.'’ 
iTfgBn, as Lean points out, in^ period bpfste 
only as one of many sodalix tendencies, tesdenpes 
tniek rgeaed materialism, whid) did not acknowle^e 
^ clsfs as the boddet of socialist society, 

g]^d in the peaceful transfivmadon pf socie^ and in 
ie"genem], npn-dass meaning of sutii woids as ‘justice,” 
t|pwple,”‘W,”«c. 

5 nu socialism^ Utopian sodalisin as it is called, already 
oiom theoffatflly by the smi^ wludi and 
wjgcd against it, tecetve^ts death-blow in fhe 
jhiqhitioBaiy movenents of iS4't. The Cmmmst M<mi- 
of Maix and Angels, app^rii^ aimosc as the first 
top }rp fired in 184S, was orilliandy confirmed in its 
l^lysis of the history of human sod^ as a history of 
struggles aod paiticularly in its an^ysjj cif the lacot' 
^ 9f Homan society, capita: soeiety, with its simple 
efsAen bourgeoisie and proletariat. Marx and Engeb 
bshlne world-^ippus as me leaden and creators of sfieti- 
working-claes soeiahsm. In the period between 
,and 1871 pre>-Mandan socialism dies and the fi^ 
id^endent warkpg-class parties, the Pint Imeniarion 4 
^-iSyz) and Gtnnan sodal-demociacy, arc bom. 
Jhe Paris Commune tf 1871, the sfizure pf power by 
wprken and the estabfishment of their dimtor- 
^ not only enriched Mandsm and the ¥KjrkiDg dass 
new and invaluabU experiences, h was die startitig- 
PUK fbr the development 01 mass parties of the woridng 
lbs erciywhcte, parties in which the teaching qfJbiaxsdsm 
wm^m The essence pf that teaching was that the 
rpTOK class could only salve tbe cxmtradicriens of 
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oublisn} 1>7 Ecwaltmona^ •leans, Vf ^ etihlisbiwoc 
of £])e woi»[S as the class to jorry through the 
transidoa &0}n ajSalum to sodalist, classless sqide^. 
The attempt of the opportuniste to tpa^hW, 

jfy replace it hy the (Ipctime of dass p e ac e and peacemi 
‘‘demDcratiif’ tmisiaoii, fbe ^ ^ime Jiad cpnaderaiile 
suemss m dte^ociaSst jnosremeiK, l^tit was signifies 
4 ut m isost cotuitiies {Ji}t suctxsswas only posuMc because 
the ppportunisB called diemselves Maizes and beoause 
a ^xHcidoable seetiea of tJbem, the so-called oenoists, of 
whom Kail JCautsky wv the best known, still concealed 
their desenjon iindet levoludonaiy [ 4 inses. 

The fint Foissias leyolution in 190S1 the growth of 
Beilskevisin in Russia {pd the effort of Lenin to rally an 
interaariotial s[nig^.agauut oppominisin, and paiticnwlT 
agfinsc cennisiii, in the old Se^d hmniatiotia], pn>ved 
however that revdwopary Marnsm, because it cof«s> 
ponded to theactual movement, had unqjienchable vitality. 
|c was not Maidsm hut oppcytuiysm which was van- 
quished in ipit, Ih? impenalisc war not only saw the 
vittoiy of the wodung-class revolution in one importaot 
capitahstcDunliy, it aSo saw the {ntth of a revolutionary 
Mkxist party oi) A world scale, the Commimist Inter- 
AatioDal, To-day the Second Intematiotiud it 
ttmougb its second great gisjs, and apart from the Bdau 
jibouT Party, and the parties of Scandinavian and French 
foaahsn, is tapid^ loang its mass ipduenc^ k all it$ 
sections Ae toimimy victory of Gemua iaam has 
created ^ts and divisions, Sut the Comnninist kter* 
nationd ^ new grown into a real world parry winch no 
icacdon can shiJtf nd no cti^ on afiecL The eitpedence 
ofihfir stragt^ cenvinces every day thousands of wofkeD. 
iff advanced intellecttiala, of poor peasants and ^tnaiers, 
that theit only hope & in Communhm «iid that ;h^ 
ntpngest weapon is sevolndonary Matdsm, 
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TVO VOSia^ 4T WAB 


W E may tkrptbrc 5iim iip jc^ulsm ;» bd^ 

of iwoducdon Bodal ia ch^ctec, wice it depends 
jipo]ia minote divtion of tlje Jii)()pr process and die con- 
c^^ciofi of the jnscnuneiits of ^odu(^ into ivit eoter- 
but this sodal chataaer of capinlist ptodycdon is 
ia$h^ contiast to tke private cjanoet of approptutioa 
1^, tw piodjjct of sodu labour, a hindania^ contra' 
$cdoQ which detcnnines the nhole develppment of 
^iiahst sodety. Under dus system productiotiis not for 
^mediate con^umpnon but for sale on the market, vyldk 
[ds^iisdf becomes a commodity for sale, subject to tie 
j^'ofthemadet. Ptodoctionis'fbrpiDfit.anois-Gunbd 
m not according to a plan, as its seaal charaoet shpnld. 
oefnand, W anaixhic^y, sulject to tha competition 
[iifmen individiials and groups, as is nifbr(|d by (he 
Bfiyate diaractcr ofappropmtioa. Lastly, cajdt^ pro- 
diodes sodety into two chief classes (into, mo 
not into two dasse^. into the ekss of the eiqiuiitfd 
wa^pfamers aid the class of owncis of die means 
pCproducdoft and disdbutioD, the afjpkt boui;geoisie. 
(^Thc central contradiction m the capitalist mode e^f 
^AfCtion biings it to a point wheie it is lUiaHe to devdop 
npEoductive foces hmer, whKP those productive ibices 
^e into sharp jnd violent cot^ct witn the productive 
midm in socie^ and a new mode of production, 
has to take its placp. 
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Though the eontndictioiu of apinJtstn make them- 
selves fdt in dl stages of its development, it is in its latest 
tta&i that of impeiialistn, that they become most glaring, 
and ^ conflict oetween productive fbroes and pnuuctive 
idations stands out most sharply, Capitalism can only 
reproduce on an extended scale the soda! leUdons which it 
creates, idations based on exploitation of human labouc 
power and exprosed in enormous concentrations of wealth 
and luxury on the one hand 'and a vast sea of poverty, 
suflering and unemployment on the other. As it develops 
to its highest sta» of imperialism, as it exports capital to 
the very ends of me earth, ir also btit^ undw its oppression 
multitudes of people belongins to anodiei class, the 
peasants of colonial and semi-coloiiial countiies, wh^ it 
exploits by savage feudal methods, through the landlord, 
the ta-gathcrcr and the money-lender. 

The struggle of classes, which in human history has 
always been the chief, decisive factor, under capitalism, 
paiticularly under imperialism, reaches an intensity and a 
savagery before unknown. Two main revolutionary 
forces organise against the might of capital, the workii^ 
class in the great imperialist states and the masses of the 
lahouiing people in the colonies, the victims of the 
oppression of foreign capital. This struggle is unescapahlc, 
permeates every l^aie of social life, colours the outlook 
and directs the thougha, in one way or another, of the 
oretwhelming majority of mankind. The very citiaE and 
villages in wmch we live express it in their arcnitectuie, in 
theii planning, in their organisation. 

Nothing could be more dangerous and more foolish 
than TO imagine that this scru^ between the rlarw* 
proceeds memnically, that one side grows weaker and 
the other stronger till the decisive moment comes. History 
is always more subtle, inote many^ded and complicated 
than people's idea of it, while it must always be borne in 
mind that the dass struggle is cot a conflict of blind forces, 
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Wc a battle between human beings who aic bnitilcced with 
tnditions, hampered with prgiulices, and also -equipped 
with an infimte number of snim and desperate stratagems. 

In Germany, for example, the first open opposidon to 
fascism assumed a religiotis guise, while in India the flnt 
great and^mpenalist movement of 1919—1921 was 
steeped in the mysddsin of both Hinduism and ?an-Islam. 
In France at the dose of the nineteenth century the petso- 
cmion of a Jewish officer by a derical-militarist clique 
developed into a revoludonary situadon which threatened 
the whole existence of the bourgeois republic. Such 
examples could be multiplied indefinitely. By the ordinary 
histonan such outward phenomoia are currently passed 
off* for the inner causes, as, for example, when the Indian 
Mutiny it explained b the school text-hooks as being due 
to the greasing of cartridges with cow & and the conse- 
quent o 0 ence to Hindu religious prejudice. 

Capitalism itself has compucated the development of the 
class struggle by seeking for allies in the ranks of the 
workeis. The growth of monopoly, both of colonial 
monopoly and ^ industiial-financiai monopolies 'of the 
great trusts, has made-possible the cieanon of a privileged 
secdon of the workers in most countries whose standards 
of life merge with those of the small bourgeoisie, the em- 
ployees, tcauicis, technicians and » on, and whose political 
ideu are consequently based upon the posubility of a peace- 
ful co-operation with those whom they have come to look 
upon as the guarantors of thm conuort and thdr daily 
bread. For certain of these happy few society does even 
better, finding places for them in its system of administra- 
tion, making them litde gifts (or not so little], sedng that 
their cMilrea are gtvai good jobs, that th^ are paid well 
for newspaper atticles the publicadon of which is not 
always warranted by the excelloioe of their contents, or 
to speak crudely of a perfectly gentlemanly pcoceedit^, 
they are bribed. The trade unions themsdves in dme see 
21 
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to it that tHdr oi&dals ate well enou^ paidl suffideatly 
wcU-aeated in the matter of “expend ’ [oh, happy wor^ 
wlut a multitude of Panamas does it covcrl) to nve them 
a leading place m thdi little world miscalled in ^ yellow 
Press "me world of bboui.” 

It is this section, in alliance with oeitain mcmbets of the 
bourgeoisie and lower middle-class, vtduch in all capitalist 
countries duciim the noch of imperialism has taken the 
leadership of the soduist and labout parties and of the 
great trau unions. The parties of the Smnd bitemadonal 
are not parties of the working class, th^ are, as Stalin has 
said, parties which represent a union of the woikiiijg class 
and the petty-bourgeoisie m tridch the intellectual leader- 
ship comes tom the latter. 

what is this petty-bourgeoisie of which so much is heard 
in Marxist L'tciaturet It is that intermediate dass lying 
between the great mass of wage eatnets on the one hand and 
the bourgeoisie proper on the other. It; consists in the first 
place of small property-owners who do not exploit wage 
labour, or exploit it to an entirely ncgli^ble extent, such as 
^ small farmers, peasants, handicraft workers, shop-keepers. 
To them we may add those who by their mtermediate 
porinon in society are su^ect to the same wairerings and 
nesitations, the same ooomsed and changing political and 
social ideas, the better-paid technicuns, me administrative 
staffs of big bminesies, the upper dvil servants, lawyers, 
journalists and small “ptofcsrional men” gaierally. 

Hie life of this numerous class b insecoie. Some of 
them by luck, by striving, unscrupulousness or even by 
superior intelligence manage to le^ the upper ranks o£ 
society, m invest savings, to become property owners, 
others rink into die workine class, or dofe into the ranks 
of the dedassed and unempmyed inCelligentria; the major- 
ity, by dint of smhboIt^ exercise of the qualities most 
degtaoiiig to himiaii nature, or again by good fortune, 
thdi position somehow. 
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It is 111 tHe tuture of things that such a das should link 
its interests with those abore or those bdow. It>canpky 
no dednve part in modem sodcty because it occupies no 
decisive position. It is scattered and unable to organic 
to hght an independent battle. It is a class which sufien 
&om the t^resuon of the trusts, of large-scale capital. 
The only force capabb of fighting a battle to the end 
aguiut ^nce-capical is the working class, and chat batde 
demands sacrifices and heroism which few of the petty- 
houigeoisie are willing to give for what seems to them a 
distant end. Neverchuess some of them are mclined to 
"sympathise'’ with the woikii^ class, to seize upon certain 
aspects of the revolutionary socialist thou^ of the 
workers and on this bans to seek for a midw way out 
of the conflict which shakes apitalist society. 

Joining hands with the section of the workers neatest 
to them in ideas and oudoak, the labour aristocracy, even 
adopting a "Maudsm” which they modify to suit (hdr 
own aims, they form the leadership of those parties which 
have given to die councies of Western Gtitope since the 
war so many cabinet ministeis and chiefi of police sworn 
to introduce socialism by gradual and peaceable meats. 

They have proved in net capable adnunistrators of the' 
capitalist state and kithfiii savants of the ruling class, a 
splendid channei for the infiltration of capitalist kIm 
among the workm, for that distractioii and division. 
When diey haivc fitiled to prevent the ducontent and anger 
of the woocers fiom kee^g within boutids, when drar 
own diatacter has become cbai to decisive sections of the 
workers, then they shift their ground with cansiderahle 
rapidity. When the economic crisis becomes so serious that 
no amount of fine socialist speechs can conceal the kecs 
that unemployment grows, that wages M, that the 
policeman's baton and the mjehine-m are the final 
arbiters in all industdal disputes, that me inscniments of 
production remain in the same hands, even though these 
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don for a change the gloves of '‘pubhc utility," and 
r^t the petty-houigeouie itself is feeling the full weight 
of the cii^, is becoming anci-capitalist, then it becomes 
dangerous, to allow such "represenutives of the people" 
to continue in office. 

The petty-bourgeoisie, always tom between the two 
grea^ contending forces in modem society, naturally 
contains a healthy proportion of people of reactionary 
ideas, who art completdy servile to the mastcis of society, 
whose set of ideas is promed for them by die headlines of 
the PressoffinaiKc capital. The lailureofsocul-democracy 
allows them to become innforced with a plentiful supply 
of "disillusioned sodalisQ," they can he joined also W some 
of the worst of the labour aristocracy, by the more despair- 
ing of the unenmloyed, by the baawatd sections of the 
peasantry, and the ruling class has again a mass party at 
its service to hold its last fortresses by dedating dvil war 
upon die worlceis m the name of "Fisdsm." 

How this becomes posuble will be dealt with later; now 
it is sufficient to nnphasise that the petty-bourgeoisie can 
play no independent part, can have no policy m its own. 
It can indulge in tevoludonan action, as for ei:ample the 
many militant movements of tHe American fimeis, but 
its aedans are doomed to Mute except when they ate 
linked with a gencial movement of the working class and 
are under the ladcisliip of the working class. , 

The working class is in Mr the most exploited class in 
modem society whose daily life is a continual flgbr against 
oppression and the conditions in which it is placed by its 
posidon in the process of produedon. In the ^ctory the 
worker is absolutely dependent upon the caprice of manager 
or foreman, may bully, torment or discriminate against 

him at will. He is subjea to continual petty mcaimcss in 
order that his wages may he tedoced to the barest mim- 
mum, meanness a fiuzac or a Maapassanc might hesi- 
tate to describe lest they be accused of distorting human 
U 
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nature. He k timed in every action of his working day 
hy a stop watch, and even, most ironically, called upon to 
pay subscr^doDS from hk scanty wages to sports dubs 
ths he may recruit his stren]^ br bis employer’s 
benefit. 

His home is, by common consent of princes and atch-a 
bishops, a scandal to civilisation, and lest he should be led 
into imagining for a moment that, however humble, it is 
sdll his castle, it is subject to all sods of intolerable intniaons 
from Church and State, and fiom time to tune he, his wife 
and his children, are called upon to answer the most 
humiliating questions. He is spied upon at his work, for 
the infbnner is such a common insduidos of all capitalist 
enterprises that it is accepted almost without comment, and 
should he fall out of wodt he is spied upon officially by 
servants of the State lest he "lob” paternal insdtucion 

by secretly earning an extra shilling oi two for bb wife and 
children. 

His diet and that of his family is the sul^ecr of public 
conttoveisy and it is posable ut newspapeis to «batc 
solemnly whether he is to he fed on js. or js. 3d, a week, 
while m the same columns astonished doctors point out 
modestly that 10s. a week is just sufficient decently to 
Rottfkh a grown man or woman. With the blesshtg of 
Church and of the head of the State a campaign to provide 
hnn with proper housing is commenced and shoiuy after , 
it is sbamcotmy allowed to creep into print (but not too 
piominently) that die landlord system means that to put 
the worker into a new house is to rob bim of the last 
chance of properly nourishing himself and his &iiuly, 
owing to the inaeased rent demanded. If a worker 
possesses energy and ability it cannot make him master 
of a trade or improve his poudon. It is more likely to get 
him into prison, fi>r kindly ii^vesdgaron have tccoicly 
been astoQidied to dtsoover to vwt an esOent most 
“criminals” possess those qualities. If a working girl has 
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bciuty it is as Uk^ to bring bet to tbe biotbel as to make 
her the mother ofsplendid sons. 

Ibe baiiacks, tls 'woikbouse, the labour camp, riie 
prison and the brothel are the capitalist soludotis ^ the 
problem of "over-populatioa," over-populadon vhidi is 
in &a artiiidal, since the limits to the p(^uladon which 
the world might sustain have not yet been uxed by sdcnce. 

The wotking class has never accepted these conditions 
without violent protat, even when they have been 
coveted with the most enticing fictions of religion, 
philanthropy and of “democrade ’ policy. It has never 
considered and never can consider ^ present society as 
divinely ordsined or as eternally establish. It is for this 
reason that it has never been a "remectable” class and so 
many of its own ''leaders" have tbctefoie hastmed to assume 
the manners and the customs of thrir rulen in order to 
mark their attainment of lespectability, which word may 
be tiaiubted as meaning bclm in the sanctity of private 
property. 

n 

In the early days of capitalist society, when machine 
production was stul weakly developed and foctories were 
small, when many workers still caif^ on industry in their 
own'homes, but with tools belonging to their masten, or 
hiicd fiom them, the workers only dimly realised the 
nature of the esploitation from which they suffered. 
They would blame the machine rather than the master, 
look to the past rather than the future. They were still, 
as Marx said, "a class in themselvesi" 

'But as capitalism hecame all-powerful and all-conquer- 
ing, as the woiken were gradually concentrated in huge 
forties or on complicated transport systems, as the growm 
of rechnique denmded ^growth in thdr own eduation 
(ractory and machine production, as the English capitalists 
quiddy saw, calb for an educated proletariat), as thdi 
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battles with their masters assumed a wider scale and began 
to need greatm oeganisation and more comdousness of 
their aims, the workers beame alive to their cominoa 
interests and created class organisations in the form of 
Hade unions and oHjperatives. They' became aware that 
they could only change their condidon finally by rhan ging 
tlKtr^ridoa m sodety, once k was beconungdeartoihem, 
that their mteresis and the interests of the capitalists were 
inecondlable. Since this involved political strunlc, a 
struggle for power, they created didr own polidcalpaities 
to lead and or^nise this struggle. They had now become, 
as Marx says, ‘a class for themselves.’’ 

k is the combination of this &a widi the actual decay 
of capitalist society icsdf due to its inner cotutadiedoos 
which makes socialism inevitable. Were it not that, as 
the CmtHtnia Manila says, “the essential condition 
for the oisieiicc and sway of the bou^eois class is the 
firrmadon and augmemadon of Uj^ntal; me condidon fi)t 
capital is wage-labour,” were it not that capitalism inevit- 
ably gives birth to this class whose every interest is opposed 
to iiraf, and whose modi'rinm of lifi: unite its members 
together, forge for them eventually one will and one aim, 
thffl capital!^ mi^t coUa^ a thousand times, but 
socialism would not necesaidy follow. When tbe'^slave 
empire of the Romans broke up, whm the sodecy it had 
created foil beneath the intolecable burden of io own 
contradictions, its ruin hastened on by barbarian invasions, 
no levoludonaiy dass was there to 1^ in the budding of 
a new society. Feudal Europe arose only afier centunes of 
torment and chaos, in whiw cmlisadoti and culture had 
almost disappeared foom the western world. 

Yet the peculiarity of the crisis in our own sodecy 
throt^ wnich we arc hving to-day b precisely fact 
that it b exuressed in a direct and open strug^ betw^ 
die past and the fiituie, between two worl^ the wodd 
of dying fapin1ism and the world of young nodalisni- 
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Though toe old nun be an unconscionable time a-dying 
and tonnoits of the birth of the new man are pamM 
and long, these ate none the less the two processes at work 
m the world onlay. 

ha speaking of aisis, it should be understood that not 
metely the economic crisis is meant, but a crisis in the 
whole system of capitalism, the background of which 
the economic crisis has devdoped since 1929. The crisis 
of capitalism is a general crisis affecting the whole system, 
it is socie^ in the panK of death and of birth. We know 
in general that period crises of over-production have 
occurred through the history of capitalism, crises springing 
itom that centra contradiction between the social mode (n 

production and the private nature of appropriation. In 

the past these crises have been overcome ny the capitalists 
in two ways, “on the one hand by the cnfbreed destruction 

ofa mass of producrive forces; on theotnetby the conquest 

of new nurxcis, and by the more tborot^ exploitation 
of old ones.”^ 

For gesteradons ir always proved possibk after a crisis 
to expand the home market and to develop new marlten 
in Amo, in-South America, in China, in India, in the lands 
of *'the lesser breeds.” But since the end of the last century 
a change has gradually come over the world. The great 
industrial countries of Getmany and the United States, 
even Ranee to a le^ extent, nave themselves begun to 
change fixim impottec into exponeis, while violent 
competition has taged between the small group of leading 
apitahst powers, me "aristocrats” of cajutalist society, foe 
control and monopoly over the world market This change 
has been accompanied by an enormous and npid growm 
of trusts, of great monopolies, which have devdoped the 
soda] organisation of jnoducrion and distriburion to a 
high degree, bnt have not, and could not have, done 
anything to increase the consumptive powers of the people 
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to equal this growth in production and technique, which 
have on the contrary, leased that consumptive power 
darounh increasing incctdty of exploitaaon. 

In hotne market tedmical advance has created a gteat 
inaease in the army of the hui^ and the worldess, a 
capitalist "oveT'jpwuladon” fit out-weighing the in- 
creased “prospentv” once created by the smw gobbets 
from the oligarch’s cable which were flung to a section of 
the worlcing*class. As for the "backward” counciies— 
“oh, that my missionaries may for the ^od Lord's sake 
penuade the African to add-^t a cubit to his stattue, 
out an inch to his shirt ['* is the prayer of the manu- 


fluturer. But the Lord has remained largely untesronsive, 
and the feudal oppression of the peasant iniliiona of 
Africa, Asia and South America has tiixreased rather than 
increased their purchasing power, though human capadcy 
for enduiinn suffering has been the only limit to the extent 
of thdr exploitation. 

Imperialism has intensified an hundiedfuld the funda- 
menru contradicrion of capitalism. If wC read onr news- 
pipen, listen to our preachers, absorb the words of states- 
men and poets, of pmlosophcis and popular novelists, they 
have but one theme to-day, fear of the nsachine, drod of 
progress, a suspicion of srience. Gone fer ever the un- 
boimded optimism of the days of free eotnperitbn, when 
the steel of capitalism Avcie to conquer the desert, 
bring the Bible and the tnvdleis' samples to the African 
forest or the most temple-ridden Indian villas. What is 
the meaning of the moaem fear of science, or die reaction 
feom tecludtal progress \ It is simply a covering for the 
glaring nakedness of this feet, that thou^ the machines 
may work wonders they cannot feed millions wble they 
remain the private property of the few. The absurdities 
of a Spengler, the piayen of panons and^ the moans of 
prime ministers are hut eifoin to avoid feeing the inevit- 
able consequences of this feet. 


39 



COMMUNISM 


Tile extieme and violent ^laipening of diu central 
contradiction led to the (urioiis stiu«Ie for world power 
between Britain and (jermany, anannally to the world 


the ’'happy few" of the Great Powers The remedy was 
a painful and a savage one, but it could not nd capitalism 
01 its cancer. On die contrary, the edect of the surgeon’s 
knife was that the roots spread deeper, through the whole 
organism, cowards the very heart, and that a genaal oisb 
of the whole system developed. 

The workers and the peasants, who had suffered most 
from the war, revolted violently against the wac-makers 
in many countries, and in one, the former emjnie of the 
Tsars, mey not only seized power, but held it triumphantly, 

E coving mat sndci^ is never hopeless and that men who 
ave suffered unendurable things are only trained thereby 
to suder evoi greater pains in theii struggle against 
oppression. 

The ragged armies of die rcvoludon in the midst of 
desoknon and famine were inspired and led by a new hope 
and a new principle which had its embodiment in a new 
kind of pondal organisation, a party of working-class 
revoludocaries who united all that was best, most n^tant 
and conscious in their class. The November revoludon 
was a socialist revolution of the working class, supported 
by the main mass of peasantry, a revoludon against pnvate 
property in the instruments of produedm and the land, 
against exploitation and the division of society into classes. 
iWi now on thete was to be no longer one world but 
two worlds, as there are two dasses, two irreconcikhle 
worlds of capitalism and socialism. 

But the general ciids meant also diat the cenCral contia- 
(hedon was inevitably sbaipened and intensified, and with 
it the antagonism berweoi eiqiloiied and exploiter, as well 
as the fimous enmiries between the various capitalist 
states. During die war many industries grew enormously, 
3t> 
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but the jrai itself could not solve, save in a very limited 
and ccmponiy seme, the vital question of the'testiiction 
of markets. The Balibui Commission on industty and 
trade has sadly pointed out that in those ^countries which 
had formerly been looked upon only as “piimaiy pto- 
duceis,” the war meant a development in industiialisatioiL 
Cotton mills in Bombay and Shanghai, steel plane in 
Jamshedpur, the eme^ence of Italy and Japan as powerful, 
ut^pciia^ countiies, these dungs txttdd not be compen* 
sated for even by the provinces tom away from Germany, 
Austtia and Turkey, even by banding over vdwle nations 
to the exploitation of the victors. 

But in the yean after the war, thot^ Central Europe 
was not a cheerfril dace for die worker or die detk, diou^ 
the peasant in China or India could hardly become 
hystmeal over the benefits of pacifism and prosperity, 
capitalism achieved some soit of stabilisation, so that all its 
prophets were sure the operation bad been successful and 
'socialists” took turn and turn about at the bedside with 


die most extreme reacdonaiies, or even, as in Germany, 
joined hands with them over the patient in a peace that 
could be quite easily understood. IhdustTy revived as the 
used to restore the desokoon of the wu became u^ent 
and for some time the rdmildiug of the war-devastated 
areas, the floating of loans to the defeated countries, 
provided a brisk enough market. ^The war, moreover, 
W created new indi^tiies. It v^' useful that cheap 
stockings and underweai could be produced by fretories 
which could turn overnight from the pioducdon of 
ardficial silk to that of deadly chemicals. It was in this 
period that the first great drive for the rationalisadon of the 
capitalist fectones and transpoit systems was made. 
Mechanisation of the processes of labour, minute sub- 
division of each operation, the use of the conveyor belt, 
speeding-up and riming systems, were introduce^ on the 
widest scale. It was now that the terms “mass^nm** and 
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“robot” pascd into conunon speech. Whether or not Mr. 
fiildwin toid the micen' lesden oc the eve of the Genetal 
Strike that “the wages of all worken must come down,” 
this in efiect was what alto happened. 

Sy such means capitalism bv 1927 had in general reached 
the ootpuc level of 1914, wita a productive machinery of 
almost twice the pow^ of that of 1914. Yec it was this 
very victory vriiiai proved &tal to stahilisatioii because of 
the growing development of the general crius of apitalism 
and the consequent restriction of markets. In every 
country die war between the woikeis and theit masters 
had been growing more bitter. In Bulgaria, in Germany, 
in Austria there had bea aimed outbreaks, in Britain a 
general itiike, while the murder of tvro innocent Italian 
workers, Sacx and Vanzetti, by Americau imperialisin, 
caused a wave of violent indiaiadon against capitalist 
oppression throughout the won& In there was a 
boycott of Britim goods, in China a boycott also and a 
great revolutionary national movement. In Europe the 
system by which one group of imperialists attempted to 
enslave another did not seem to work any longer, while 
the efibits of the United States to conquer European and 
FarBasiem marlrets lor the export of goods and of capital, 
CTciywbcte roused resentment frimi the oldet robbers, 
and particularly hom Britain. Nor were things improved 
by the &ct that oiie-sixth of the world, and that one of 
the richest areas, had hem withdrawn altogether horn 
capitalist exploitation. 

All diese were developmenR of the general crisis, all 
having as theii eventUM consequence a restriction of 
muk^ and an intensification of the furious antagonisms 
of capitalist society. From this inevitably developed tbe 
world ccoaomic crisis which began in 1929, a criris of 
over-production which is closely linked with the general ' 
aisis of' the whole system and every day beooma more 
doscly intertwined with it. The crisis was caused hcaiise 
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the mines, mills and booties of the great industrial 
countries had produced more than could he sold, becaose 
the poverty-stricken pMulation of the world, poverry- 
scricM as the result of the war, of the general crisis of 
capi taliaii , could no longer feed and dothe diemselves as 
bmre. It was a crisis that struck agriculture equally hard, 
which indeed struck agtiadtuie fira. 

Slowly and toilsoindy p^uedon had crept bade to the 
level of ipi4, even Just a little surpassed ic, and then 
die crash came. Despite all the great improvements in 
technique, the creation of new industries, ardfidal silk, 
giamophoues, wireless, cheap automoMes, despite all the 
im appearance of prosperity, the wodd was not in &ct 
apable of consuming as much as it had done in 1914. 
Production fdl hack to the level of two generations ago, 
in some cases and m some impoitanc indusciies even hack 
todiclevdofthe’seventiesof^lastcentuiy. Somednus, 
as at Penistone, the dosing of a plant meant that a whole 
town was without work. Peas^ and ^imeis, loaded 
with mortgages and debt, &ced utter ruin and, paradox 
of paradoxes, even starvation, for cotton cannot w eaten 
and (he old self-siiifidng Armstead had long disappeared 
before specialised market produedon. Hieir oops were 
burned or Sung into the sea, they were fbtbiddeu ^ law 
to sow mote tnan a certain area, and in 4 desperate eflm to 
keep up prices they entered in some cDuntris into a sullen 
war with the dttes, InthcUm«dStatesthewacliomtime 
to lime became a very real one. whole States bong under 
matdal law, and aimed commandoes of &nnets piduted the 
roads and Inidgcs to prevent the transpoit of produce to the 
dries. In hdia, Burma, China and 0^ colonial countries 
die red cock of. arson crowed from the bams of the land- 
lord and die roofoce of die money-lender, and axes were 
collected by die punitive expediridhs of die governments. 

Add to dns metute the hin^^ armies m tinemployed 
and thdt Amines, the eviedons, the strike stn^gl^ the' 
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lutdes in die soeets, the recruidng private annies for 
dvil war againa the wodting das and you have a picture 
of the gio^ of the atsis to the end of 1933 as it might 
»pear, say, in a lecture i>y a historian some fifty yean 
now. But to this picture there is another side. It 
b not to he supposed that capitalism accepts such C3ta> 
trophes hdplessly. Some way out it is bound to seek and 
die present crisis has been very prolific of plans for over- 
coming dus and all fimire crises. The very immense 

3 nient of the organisation of production and its 
contist with the anarchic conditiotu of the present 
Las naturally impressed itself upon every mind, so that 
even the most opiimbric politician who four years ago 
was convinced chat Mr. Henry Ford and Mr. Kneu 
leading the world into the tmllcnuium, does not 
to stress this in bb speeches. 

The &:t b that capitalism has tong devdopal to the 
point where economic planniiig is not only neoepary, but 
inevitable. The only mbfoitune b that the oroperty- 
celadons cbataetetbdc of capitalist sode^ piq^t su^ 
planning, which can only come as die mnlt of tat foidble 
smashing of these relarions, of the expropriaiW of the 
capitalbt dass. For a long time, in tile period 'of post-war 
“ptospeiity,'’ b was consideied that such n 1«rnina was 
gradually being inmodneed by suck great leao^ of apital- 
bt industry as Ford, InsuU, Krenger, Mond and so on. 
Capitalbm was becoming "o^janbed,” as'ijic theorbo of 
Goman sodal-demoaacy explained it, ^to be ea^y 
echoed by cheb fdlow^tmnkets in all countries, even oy a 
small Right-wing nonp insids the Communbt Patty 01 
the Soviet Union vrach was led by Bukharin. 

Thb attimde of mind sees no essential diffeience between 
capitalism and socialism. Both are based' upon large-scale 
production; both arc***oigaiibed'*; betb, once ceitdn 
subjective difficulties are overcome (die “backwardness” 
o£ cetiain capioHsts, the "crudeness”, [of those secdons of 
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tLc workers who unlise the strike weapon) are planned 
economies. This attitude, whidi lies at m basis every 
Labour Party progtamme^ of the whole way of thinking 
of the Sociahst Lc^ue, is perfectly summed up by Werner 
Sombart, the poet of capitalism, at the condusion of his 
great work i&Jem Caiiitiilm, 

“We must gradually become accustomed to the 
thought,” writes Sombart, “that the didetence between 
stabiUsed and related capitalism and technically pci- 
fected radonalised socialism u not very great and that I: is , 
therefoie more or less a matter of indimrence for the fate 
of people and of human culture whether economy is 
organised capitalistically or socialisdcally. . . Wh^ is 
the di&rence between a big co-operative utUTetsal store 
and a capitalist one, between a apitalhc and a Communist 
blast fiiinace, a municipal or private capitahst tramway i 
Ihere is no real thifeience: Perhaps die ‘outlook* of w 
wodter in one and the odiei is different. But all the 
conditions are the same in both cases. The duration of the 
working day doa not depend upon the good will of die 
owner, out on the demai^ of national economy; in the 
same way the scale of wages has alirost nothing to do 
with the economic system.”^ 

‘ For Sombut, n for the thcotetidaiu of the Labour Pvty and 
the Scttialin Leu^ aocialisin gtova op iovde of and along with 
ca{)itaJi»n in the bmi of “pnlilic coipoatjoiia," piice.fiiii% market 
lUDJadou etc. He foresees the fnmie as the peaceful co-Sbhatkia 
of viriooi social forms io^ the ottioDal ecoaoDiv-^iplcillim 
aodilistc, peasant fawning, handienfts etc. At the same time his 
TKV tt the is foil of the dewiest pessimism and it la not sur. 

prising to Hod that the Nadooal-Socialiam of Hitler ia able to trace 
moat rf Its ecoQomk- theory to Sombart, juw as the phllo^hei 
of caplmlist decay, Speogler, also draws on bim for hia social and 
ectmomic ideas, Sombart’a idealisatioa of the c^taliat entrepieneiit 
it the basis of the Nam labour law with ita ‘‘]iaata'' in each £ic^' 
and loduitty, and ftbm hit senttmental fllrttdoo with lodalliml 
there has inieQ la &ct the modem industrial serfdoin of fa«gi»nt. 
'Hie paagtaph quoted above migbt well be the pteondile to the oAv 
pto^aoime of the Lehoit nrty. No leas oeitainly it Is the 
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Tlie of 1929 with aU its teirible consequences, 
taleifig place precisely at the moment when socialist 
economy in the Soviet Umon bean its triumphant (orwanl 
march, ias completdy shattered tHs dream of the identicy 
of the two systems, made it as devoid of reality as the 
content of a newspaper serial story. The crisis inM has 
acted for capitalism in the way wnich Swift reproved for 
io perversity in his Tale ^ 0 Tut. "last week 1 saw a 
woman hayed, and you w^ hardly believe how much it 
altered her person for the worse.’ 

nve years of airis have shown not only that wages and 
the len^ of the working day, hut even work itself, depend 
very much upon the kind of social system. Five years of 
crisis have shown poverty, oppression, mad nati^ism, 
ecooonuc and suUraiy wu, ^ desm^on of all culture 
whidi socie^ can no longer "aHord" or which has become 
“dangerous' to be the essence ofone social system. It has 
shown industrial advance, agricultural progress, shorter 
hours, higher wages, no unemployment and the peaceful 
co-operation of peoples of many naiionalides in the cteadon 
of a prosperous and cultured life, to be the essence of 
another. The contrast is suffidently sharp to seem to 
indicate that there is a difierence. ^pital^m, however, 
adopts the attitude so warmly commmded by Swift for 
those who desire peaceful possession of the mind- 
“Hie two senses to whim all olrieca first address them- 
selves axe the sight and the touch; these never examine 
fiuther than the colour, the shape, the size and whatever 
other qualities dwelt or are drawn W arc upon die outward 
bodies; and then comes reason omciously with tools for 
cutting, and opening, and mangling, and pierdng, ofioing 
to demonstrate that they arc not of the same consistence 
quite through." 

outlook of laKism and sn dty veil lay of Sombatt’i theory of the 
"devclopmeti^ of capitalism tut "ebe more it dunges, the moR It 
latheataettuag.” 
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But Swift was only a flippant dcric, whose books, if 
thw were read to-day, would righdy be excluded' 
Public Libraries or burned by Sir Oswald Mosl^’s lecio 
upon public bonfires. Capitalism is in the unforr^a 
podcion now where U has to faid itself with even the most 
outworn and discredited ideas to cover its owq 
S ince the crisis has. above all else, compelled a consck, ^ 
ness of the complete anardiy of capitalist ptoducri^^ 
then that must somehow be covcieo up by ^ wor^ 
about pknuitm. 

fit net, the evcr^ianowmg marker and 


fit net, the evcr^iaiiowmg marker and growin 
impoverishmenc drive capital to three memods 0^ 
oTHcoming the economic crisis. The fint Q to use 
means to fieht for ila^ctshare ofthis nanovring 0 ^^ 
Tariift, cmbaigocs, quotas, inflanon. mihtarv prepatariom' 
arc the means used. The second is to entiavour 
taneously to make each country as ftr as possible self- 
supporting. Behind the tariff walls state subsidies nrice 
ju^ling, regimentation of labour with the help of Ldc 
union fcadm, reorganisation of agriculrure arc takino 
place. The third method is to inteit^ tie exploit^jj^ 


iaaonotcoiiccturattflnc ' 

la degradation of the 


tor tte unemployed, the nutner oegradatum of the posiri^ 
of the fanners and peasants, the dcdinc of a^cult^ 
hi the U.S.A., under the name and sign ofthc N.k]a 
in Britain under the National GoTemment, in Getitunv 
and Italy under the name of ftsd^ all tfio^ 
mediods are beinc consciously tiploicd and 


it is actii^ in accordance with the laws of ecraio^ 
fling. Yet it does nor need much thought to 
these various forms of “naqpnal” govemment 


in difierect conditions aiid with dificrent weapons aj 
not in 6a al« by stich means to bii^ about any solution 
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di; economic ctiw whidi does not at tte same time 
dc^en and intensify die genenl ensis winch is afieedng the 
^yhole ptpidist system. 

"No amoMK m "plannm^” of die Roosevelt-Hkles- 
MadDonald type can alter certun fundanuntal features of 
apiplism whiu have psrdcul^ily aggravated the ecoao~ 
mie crisis and in turn afiected the growth of the general 
crisis. They cannot afiect the power of the great mono- 
polies to maintain artifiiMy high prices for produos 
while purchasiiig their raw macerhls and £oQdstu% from 
the ^mer and peasant at (Hsasnoudy low prices. They 
qnnot rcdistrihntc the evccwiarrowmg markca of the 
world in accordance with any “radonal" plan (since du 
only reason recognised in thu sphere is expressed in the 
power to seize or the power to hold], neither can they 
re-(fiscribute the wotU^s gold supply. 

By state subsidies {in Germany and the U.S.A. sate 
snhsidies have ptov^ imder Hitler and Roosevelt, 
excellent coven for the wotst excesses, of graft and facket- 
eering, for the public robber which has become <uch e 
feature of capitalism in decline) they can assist cett^ 
industries, paitioulaily those of military importance. By 
i^dungc jjjjinipnlatian, by low standards of life for tbi 
wotken and a^ by subsidies, they can win new markets 
through mass outing. They can raise prices and th««by 
l^firer the standard of hvii^. 

These are the Smio at c^tahsr “planning." They 
have succecdied in lifting industry from the lowat point 
of dedine reached in 1932, but they cannot hope to bring 
it back by such method to the "prosperity” lem of 1929. 
Industry woddng at far belov capacity, permanent atmies 
of ttnemploml, agriculture in deay, nave dearly herame 
permaneot natures of mpicalism in collapse. “Planning” 
in conaqmce more ana more assumes the characw of 
plaiuiii^ a violent and neiMConomic solution to the 
difSculdes of a dying social system. Pacifism, vdiich the 
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lof I9i4ri8 Bude so popular for a geociadon, has 
•d to be fashbnable. International a>-opetatipn, as dv 
enent of duep or four of the soongest powers to nib 
^'hfst used to be called, has given way jte nadonal sdf- 
JjficMpcy. The World Economic Conference broke up 
jhii^use k cpuld solve nothing and "plan" nothmg, Bor 
tame reason the Disarmament Conference has kcohic 
memory. All that remains ofthe eta of pacifism 
the odd habit acquired feom long pincdce that eve» 
statcMoan before makme a warlike ded^tion or demand- 
ing a warlike aa shall declare jhat it is in the interests of 
pi^ild peace. * 

War Jut become an integral part of the apitalist system. 
i2lic last relics of the democracy which developed in the 
:peiwd of capitalist expandon, are being taken away in 
|£Qtt after stam and rule by open tenor substiiuied. The 
ptecess is uneven. Some states ue more prepared fee war 
»ban othcis, some states arc mote advance dong the road 
M-fesdsm than others. Sue every apiralis( state is to-dav 
a militarist state, every capitalist state is a state in which 
the rulii^ class is pieparir^ to defend its property rights* 
by any and every means. There is no other .fiitfire held 
out to mankind by capitalism to-day than the serfdom of 
thf fesdst feao^ with its legalised divisioa itito "leaden" 
apd "fbllowcn," the slave camps of the unemployed (for 
unpaid labour is slave labour], aud finally, dath on the 
(lartlefield. Capitalism is felling hack into the life of the 
herd, and this decline is conditioned and made inevitable 
by its own internal coniradidioiis whidi havenow reached 
tlieif (limaz. 


Unhappily, this does not mean that capitalism is thereby 
lutomati^y doomed to disaraear. The growth of a 
xvajunomiy crisis of die system does not imply fcvatudoR. 
Man has lira in conditions of complete collapsf and 
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baibaium before now fbi centmies at a tune. "Hie 
victory o£ the levoludon never comes by itself]" Stalb told 
the Seventeenth Congress of the Communist Party of the 
Soviet Union, “It is necessary to prepare for it and win 
it. And only a strong proletarian party can prepare for h 
and win it. There are moments wWn a situation is revo- 
lutionary, the power of the bou^eoisie is shaken to its 
very foundation, but sdD the viaory of the revolution 
docs not come, since diere is no revolutionary patty of the 
proietadat present sufhdently strong and authoritative to 
lead the masses after it and take power into its hands." 

Such a party, lor the germ of such a party, for the first 
time in history now exists in almost every country in the 
worid, the outcome of fifteen years’ stni^ and efibit. 
Its Dsk is to make dear to the majoiity of w workers that 
there is no issue fiom their present poutioii save in the 
%bt for Soviet power, for woildng-class dictatoiship, 
must convince the multitudes of poor fanners and 
peasants, mined by capita^ oppression, chat there is no 
tiiturc for them under the present sodal system, and that 
the medisval Utopias of nsdsm in &ct conceal the iron 
hand of the capit^, the landlord and the banket, the 
modem descendants of the feudal baron. 


In 1917 the Russian Communist Party was able to 
convince the working class and the masses of the peasantry 
that bread, peace and land could only be obtained through 
the rcvoliitioiury estahhshment of soviet power, 
power has proved itself to he not merely the only power 
in history which has given these things to the people, but 
also the only power capable of so refashioning human 
sodety as to guarantee to every member of sodety as his 
unalienable nght, work and the fullest and freest devdop- 
ment of his own peisonality. The reason for this is no 

5 secret. In a sogety which is biingii^ the ‘world 
to barbarism, not because of its poverty, its poor 
rfimmind of technique or ^uie to master nature, but 
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because it is actually rotten ripe with a new society, it 
needs the violent action of the new class, of the proletariat, 
to clear the way for the birth of the new society. 

The gieat contradiction of modem capitalism, dbe con- 
Badicdon between social methods ofprod^on and private 
appropriation, cannot be solved otherwise than by the 
rmucdon, step by step, of eveiy fortress of private 
propeitr. This is only possible when the class wWh b 
most deeply interested in that destraction, the working 
class, has tne consciousness and the power co accomplish 
it. The solving of tins conmdiction within the frme- 
woik of the rormet Tsarist empire has de^cned the 
contradiction on a world scale. Capitalbm, with its 
inevitable accompaniments of unemploymeat and poverty, 
exploitation and national oppression, lias disappored for 
ever in the Soviet Union, giving place to a free association 
of sodalbt peoples. But ^ veiy fact that sodaHsm has 
beffi triumphantly constructed by the creative eiforts of 
millions of workers and peasants, the despised and "ignor- 
ant” masses who were ocoe the subjects of Tsai Nicholas, 
has a hundredfold sharpened the gr^ contradiction of the 
old, dying world of capitalism. Li that world “it becomes 
evident, ^t the hourgeoirie is unfit any loi^ to he the 
ruling class in society, and to impose its conditions of 
exbtence upon society as an over-ti^g law. It b unfit 
to rule because it is incompetent co assure an exbtence to 
its slave within hb , slavery, beause it cannot help letcmg 
him sink into such a state, that it has to feed him, instead 
of bemg fed by him.” The accusation of the Commutdst 
has become a grim reality. 

The fight for bread, for peace, for land b to-day the 
most immediate and urgent one before the workers, the 
masses of the famieis and peasantry, the “small” people, 
of the old world. It b the immedi^ slogan of humanity 
in its struggb for enundpation. Capitalbin, under- 
standing thb, b makiog a last despeiate e&tt to save itself 
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by deceiving pe(^ into inugining tbzt there is a “diiid 
cmpice” somewnetc between capitalism and sodalism, 
that byamixtuie of mediaeval reaction (induding mediaeval 
torture), of natioiulist frenzy and disguised state setHoffl 
for the masses, a way out can be found. The creed of 
fisdsm is, however, only an effort to decorate the robber 
baron who is one ude tn the modem big capitalist, with 
some modey rags of a "Hth” under the guise of which he 
may plunder the people and main tain hb seifs in subjection 
by armed bands of retainers, recruited fe)m among the 
sturdy beggars of his own creation. ^ 

In die Reidistag Fire Trial which took place in Leipzig 
in IP33 these two worlds &ced each other. Through the 
mouth of die prisoner Dimitrov, the Bulgarian compoutor, 
the working class, the masters of the new wocid, accused 
the old, dying wodd of c^italist barbarity. As to 
was the victor in diat tdal ofWngth, the heroic Dimitrov, 
who flayed the skin from his enemies vnth every fearless 
word he uttered, or Goettng and Goebbels, the prophets 
of the "third empire” d capitalism, who, like the 
./Solians, “deHvcica all thdi doctrines and ojHiiions by 
enietations,” no one, least of all the fascists, had any doubt. 
If one Communist can defy the lulen of an empire, eimos' 
ing their rottenness till it stinks to the world, weneednot 
doubt that this Communist army of working men and 
women will eventually succeed in leading the majority 
of mankind to the ovemrow of capntalism. 

We may therefore draw two conclusions from these 
two duptets. Kisdy, that when, in 1B73, on the very 
cn: of nw htgoming of the latesti ntaiaa phase c£ 
capitalist devdopmenr, Maot wrote chat; "Hie cootia- 
dicnons inherent in the movement of capitalist society arc 
most conspicuous to the practical hourgeois in the vidsd- 
nides of periodic CTcles to which modem industry is 
subject, and in the emminating ptnnt of these cycles, a 
unive^ crisis,” he was, as the present proves, petfeedy 
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cotiecc in hia forecuC. Secondly, the leccnt tiial at Leipzig, 
in wHch Dimitiov appeared as the representative of ^ 
clb: ^vas best and piDgresave in humanity against all that 
is vilest and most reactionary, may he tahbi as the symbol 
of the relation of class forces in that epoch of universal 
rritiiL Communism in &ct unites all that is best and most 
piogres^ve in the past of humanity mth the' present 
stiu^le of die worhing daas against world capinlisin for 
the^oadoa of all the oppress^ and the estatuishinenc of 
socialist, classless society. 
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THI iisn OF TUE.WOXKING O&SS 


I 


“ ^pHE history of afl hitherto casting sodcty,” siys 

Jl_ the CowfWBWt Maniftsto, “is the nistow 'of class 
sfmgglB” But it is only in conditions of cipitamtsoriety 
that ^ struggle has o^anised and Ira by political 
parties. Ofcovirse,paitiesiiiactudefotmeasteditiaiidetit 
Greece and Home, and in mediaeval Europe, but as My 
organised groups of men and women, recognising common 
obligations, 'having common aims, having a programme 
and consdmtion, or at least some commonly accepted 
doctrine, they are the creation cf capitalist sodcty and 
more paiticujarly of the last century and a half of tha; 
sodcty. 

'^ames of a diarply defined Mm, with a cleat political 
and dass duracter, arose hist of all in Ei^land during the 


century and the country which in Hobbes and Locke ave 
to the worid the ^ political philosophets of modem 
dmes, gave also the £nc political parties in the Whigs and 
the Tories, jnst as that same English revolution gave a 
wealth of poHtical thought and political ometience in 
general which was udlisra to advanta^ by the capitalist 
class in other comnies in its struggle tor fmdom against 
feudalism. Capitalism in its revoludonary development 
created nations and nathmalism, and die capitalist p^dcal 
parties were and are national in character, a im i n g at the 
administration of the national state by the patdcalar 
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tnteKSts which th^ lepresent, and always assuming the 
naTTiff of "national” parties. The party of the workii^ 
class on die other hand, is, and must be, inietnadonal in 
diaractec, the very o^osite of the capitalut parties, for 
reasons which we shall shortk see. 

Parties, then, we may drane asfoolMcal oiganisadons 
tmiting the most conscious and' acdve members of a class.|| 
Thoi^ capitalist society is divided into two chief classes, 
bourgeoisie and proletariat, tbe number of patties is many. 
There is nothing mysterious in this. The capitalist class, 
the hourgcmsie, is not a united class hut is mvidcd into 
many antagonistic groups and fiacdons owing to the 
OTpgpk wl^ .tales pla« among the mcmben of chat 
‘SasH w the divirion OT the surplus Talue created by the 
labour power S’ Ac worken. Division arises alw in 
accordance with the difieient condinons of production in 
various spheres. Then, besides the capitalist class and the 
workers, there are secondary or intermediate classes and 
groups, the petty-hourgeoisie, the intelligentsia, and so on. 

In England for over a century there were but two parties, 
and Tories, and later, liberals and Conservadves. 


epresented at nrst dmerent lan<i-owuuig and ending 
inietats and finally, fairly dmply, the indust^ capitalists 


and the landlord-mercantile 
triumph and stabijisadon of in 


Undl the final 
im in the genetadon 


after 184B, there was no attempt to conceal the &ct that 
these two pardes represented two difletent and opposing 
secdons of the property-owning class, of die "men with 
a stale in the cotmtiy,” who took toms at representing 
the "natioD.” m other capitalist countries the histotied 
conditions of developraent have been diferent and die 
nature of the bourgeois pardes has been more confused, 
their number greater, but in geneial the effect has been 
the same, the creadon of pardes of,the Right and of the 
Left, very roughly corresponding to the main party 
divisions in England. 
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h aE counniest however, cemin developments in die 
dass struggle have taken place which have gt^y changed 
the traditioml chaiaaec of the party fic^hr. The develop- 
ment of capitalism has pressed very oeavily upon the 
petty-boutgeoisie, pardcularly upon the peasantry and 
small producers, while the growth of capitalism into 
imperi^m, mto the rule of vast monopolies with its 
acconmamments of war and mass unemployment, has 
created intense activity among all sections of the petty- 
boureeoisie. New polidcal parties have been formed in 
whits they have tal^ a leading pan, parties which attack 
die big c^talists, which call tor a tetorm of the worst 
features ompitalism, tor some means of closing the huge 
gap opening between the classes, parties which play with 
the slogans of socialism and even adopt the name socialist. 

Such were the English radicals led by Lloyd Geoi^, 
who difieied not at aU in policy from the majority of the 
leaders of the newly torniM Labour Party, and the French 
Radical-Socialists. The parties of the old Second Inter- 
catioiul became mdualfy permeated with this outlook, 
•i permeation, whidi the war hastened and comple^. 
In England, for exanmle, many of the' most active of the 
old Radicals Joined toe Indepaident Lahoui Parry or the 
Laboun Party during and am the war. These parties 
became in the Imperialist epoch the typical “exposition’* 
yames eve^hcre, but this did not prevent mm when 
in power fom detonding the interests of die capitalist 
class as a whole. 

Ihc working dass, however, is not divided initsinterests 
and has no groups or.toactiQas whosepardculareconomic 
interests demana defen^. The working class, by its place 
b production, u united in its nature and in its interests. 
Certainly, apitalism tries to prevent that unity findmg 
political expression by ustr^ many stratagems tor dividmg 
the working class ana sectmg one secdon against another. 
We have already mentioned that the super-profits derived 
4d 
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fiom monopoly lUow of the gtanring of pti^^es to 
ceiuin secdoos of the 'workers. Great eSbrts uc nude to 
divide die skilled from the unskilled 'worker ; e£>rta which 
in Bdtain during the ninetecndi centuiy had remarkable 
success, and sdll do have success to a liinited extent. The 
division betweeti employ^ and unemployed is no less 
skilfully played upon, while national wlerences ate also 
utilised. Fctf example, it is a common practice to pay 
Welsh and Irish labouien lower rates diu thdr English 
comrades, a practice to which the Welsh and Irish are 
often compelled to submit In 1933 in one of Loudon’s 
dotmitodes, Waifotd, a movemtat the unemployed was 
very deverly split by the czeadon of such pigudice against 
its Welsh Icucis. 

their place in production always in the end forces t^em to 
unity 'in their daily struggle for bread and work. Capital- 
ism is only abb to diviw them tonpoiaiily. The most 
active, militant and progressive secrion of the working 
class in every country eventually unites into a icvoludonary 
party of the workei^ consdous of the ultimate aim of the 
workers’ struggle, and altei^ting to organise the wotkii^ 
dass to achieve fhat aim. Toe party of the -woilui^ dass 
is that organised advanced gu^ which dearly sees that 
the dass snuggb must inevitably lead to a duheuge of the 
whob property basis of capitalist sodety, to the storming 
of the Wresses of the c^tahst “heaven” and the estat 
lishmenr of the dictatorship of the wotldng dass. The 
pa^ of the working dass ebady sees that this dbtatoiship 
B itsdf but a tnmsition to the aeolidnng of all classes and 
to the creation of a sodal system in which there shall he 
no place for das divisious. 

A woikcrs' party must overcome those ihfietenoes 
created by capitalism inside the working das, and not 
seek to maintain them. It must build me unity of the 
workers, which it can only do if it iS itself united, if it 
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, dearly understands its ta^ both in the daily fight against 
oppress, and in die levolndonaiy overthrow of capital^ 
ism, and finally in the ttansidon to Conmnmisc society 
which follows. For the understanding of diese tasb and 
for finding its way through the complicated maze of 
contradictions and difficulties which chuaccedse the class 
struggle, it has die powerful weapon of the theory of 
scientific Communism created by Marx and £itgds and 
developed in out own time by Lenin and Stalin. No army 
can fi^t without leaders, without a gcnml staff, without 
organisation, without a theory of war, an understanding of 
strategy and tactics. These thin^ the working class loob 
to itt party to piovidfc 

Swi a party docs not spring into die world fully grown 
and armed. Just as the growth of the patties of die young 
capitalist das was slow and difficult, hegiiuiing with a 
few small groups of intcUectoals and revolutionary writers, 
so is the progress of the party of die working class. The 
litdc group m men «ho sufioed pasccurion and ridicule 
at the hanffi of the ruling oligarchy in England at die dose 
of the dghteenth centuiy could truly daim to be the 
representatives of theiT d^ even thoi^h they bd not 
won over to theii side the majority of didi class. Dr. 
Priesdey’s house was burned by the mob, but in less than 
two generations Dr. Priesdey's cause was wdl on the way 
to triumph. That triumph might have come even more 
rapidly and completely Im the English apbhsc dass had 
the courage of its own’ convictions and of its eady 
leaders. 

Lenin has righdy pointed out that, “in order that the 
Tna« of a definite cl^ may learn to understand its own 
interests, its conditipn, may learn to carry on its own 
policy, predsdy for diat reason the organisation of the 
advanced dements oil the class is immediatdy necessary 
at whatever cost, even though at the begmning these 
elements should comprise a negligihle proportion of that 
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class ” Oreanisation, dose cornicction witli ttc main 
body of i diass, a clear tmdetstanding of io interests and a 
(earless Sg;ht £oi those interests can give a party a strength 
and induence ten or a bandied times greater than its 
numerical sctengdi. Harsh terror and persecution followed 
every st^ of w growth of the Russian. Solsheviks. In 
January 1917 the membership was but a litde over 20^, 
yet the party had won over to its side the majority of die 
industrial workers of the Tsar’s Bmpire. The mcmbetship 
of many Commnnist patties to^lay is more than half in 
jail and their leadership condmially depleted by physical 
extenninatioD, yet their influence over nullions of workers 
an^oDi peasants grows continually. 

This is not due to sympathy with persecution, it is due 
to the power of oiganisarion so stxong, so deeply rooted 
in the masses, that it cannot be destroyed. If is due to the 
(aa dut by beam, of such o^anisarion die party is able 
to prove in practice that it has no other interests but those 
of the workers and village poor whom it leads, and that 
it alone, even in the most awhil condiriom of tenor, will 
continue to fight for those interests and for the final 
emancipation of all the oppressed. 

It is for this reason, therefore, that die Communist 
Party lays such emphasis upon the two questions of 
organisation and of unity, an empbaris^so strong that it 
makes of the Communist Party a prty of an altogetliet 
new type, a party completely diflercut from the parties 
of the Labour and Sodalisr ktemadonaL The Commanist 
Party does not aim merely at dectotal victoria and knows 
that the peaceful growth of capitalist "democracy” into 
wotking-dass dictatorship, as, for example, the ^cialist 
League advocata, Is impossible. It understands that 
between the daily economic batde of the workers and the 
poHdeal struggb against capitalism there is an'unbrcakahle 
connecrioD, mac it is this economic struggle which alone 
rousa the workers to consdoumas and understanding of 
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didx place in society and mobilises them lot ^ fight fiit 
their emancipation. 

The basis of die Commimist Patty u therefore in the 
iactoiies and rndnsmal aitetpiises, the depots, the garages, 
the great shops, the streets where the workers live. The 
party unit is w cell in die enreiprise or street whose tatk 
is to unite the most conscious and militant wotkets around 
the party, to imdetstand and fight fbt thdr needs, to 
educate them politically for the fight against capitalism 
and to bnng out all diedr initiative and capacity in that 
fight. These units are themselves connected with one 
an^er on a tetritonal principle, by districts and sub- 
districts. 

The Party as a whole is organised upon the principle of 
democratic centralism* That is to say^ all its leaders, 
organisen, committees, etc., are elected at conferences of 
die memheiship, but in between tb^ oon&tcnces the 
membership wi^ unswerving disdplme must any out 
the dedrions of its autborifariTe leaders and conunittees. 
Tbc supreme authority in die Party, between its national 
coD&Fnces, is die Caitial Committee, which in in turn 
elects a smjl Political Puiau and a sectecariat for carrying 
on the day-to-day business. 

The basic cells dea organisers, while conferences of the 
districts and sub-districts elect the district and sub-disma 
committees, which in turn elea their bureaus and secre- 
tariats for arrying cm the daily work. Policy for a long 
period is decided by the National conferences after a long 
and full ducusrion in the Patty press and all its oiganisa- 
tions. In such discussions the most complete fieoaom is 
allowed, freedom unheard of in any odiet polirical party, 
and every member is encouraged to participate. Once, 
however, the majority of the Patty nationally has decided 
on a po^ for the w^iole Party, or the majority locally 
or in a cell has dedded on a 1^ policy, that decision 
must be loyally carried out by every member, until or 
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unless it is dunged by a higher oiganisadon. The nght of 
ippeal against any decision exists ter every member right 
up to the Communisr Intettudonal, but undl die appeal 
is heard the member must obey the disputed deemon. 
Disciuuoa on questions of poiiCT cannot be started through' 
out the Party on the demand of individuals or groups, 
but only if they are demanded by important disaict 
o^anisadons, or if the Central Committee cannot itsdf 
arrive at a fitm dedsion, or if a majority of the Central 
Committee coimdcis a discussion essential. The woiken’ 
party, as Lenin emphasised, in his attack on the syndicalists 
in the Russian Pain in ipai, “is not a debattt^ dub.” 

The vanguard of the worken can only grow and gain 
strength, can only really lead the wotking class, if it is so 
organised as a disciplined detachment of t& woi^g dass. 
It cannot accept mete "sympathisers" into its nn£^ but 
must demand of every member that he not only pay hu 
dues but play an active part in the life of his party oigan- 
isadon, vratever may be the difficult or dangerous con- 
didons under which he has to work. In this way it is 
able to ensure that in ffict only the most aedve, militant 
and dass^onsdous woikeis remain in its lanks. Theothea 
will sooner or later drop out. 

But capitalism cannot be overthrown by the vai^uard 
alonc,noicani[becheonlyar|aidsidoQofchewciikm. In 
trade unions, cooperatives, factory commiaces, women’s 
o^anisadons, educational aides, dubs, youth sodedes, 
in a£ these and many more thousands of workers garher. 
Not only arc such organisations generally non-Communist, 
they are even openly, in many cases, under the patronage 
of capitalist phiiwthropts or even of ^sdsts or of military 
offic^. Yet since tney unite enormous numbers of 
workers it is the duty of Communists to work in diem, 
to expose their cbaracrer to the members and from organ- 
isadoDS of dass cosiperadon turn them into o^anisadons 
of dass struggle. The working class has no hope of 
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Ticcoiy mless it can forge its own unity, and it cannot 
how for unity unless its own party is at woA everywhere 
and ^vcly creating that unity. 

Tlfo is why Communists plafo such immense importance 


upon the trade unions, which unite more wodfors chan 
any other cn^anisadon and in such condidons as connect 
thm ve^ closely with the daily struts of those wo Aers. 
A "pore’ trade urnon policy which is concerned only with 
economic questions must in practice lead to co-opendon 
betweoi the mnon leaders and the employers, to the 


fodiiie to fight for the daily interests of the worken save 
under the most extreme provocadon and great pressure 
from below, to the loss m influence and of meinbership 
of the inrions. It is the policy of the Communists to make 
the union branches into otganisadons which really defimd 
the worken' interests, to win control of local and nadonal 
oigaiiisatioDS, and to educate the rank and file of the union 
membership into understanding that .the power of miUtant 
organisadon is the strongest weapon of^che workers, hut 
that this weapon is only iEa% sharp when it is also 
polincal,' when it is inspired with dass-consdousneu and 
used for class aims. 

Many pardes,'indecd every party, gtaim to represent the 
interests of the working, cl^. Tories, Fascists, liberals. 
Labour, all fill thdr press with appeals to the workers and 
every one of their speaken.pays some sort of lip-servicc 
to the woAers, whose'immcnse power in modem, indus- 
trial society is universally recognised. But all these pardcs 
claim also to represent die interests of other classes. They 
seek fi>r parliamentary mdondes which will enable them 
to say dut they r^resmt "the nation,” that is, a supposed 
unity of all classes, and they emphatically deny that they 
represent one class alone. The Communist Party is the 
only exisring political party which represcats die interests 
of one dass omy and apart fixim the interests of that class 
has none of its own. 
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Fudieimotr, unlike other dasses, die wotkiiig class can 
only have one party. If historical conditions have creaud 
vaiiom groups and parties daiming to represent the* 
wotkeis ^y, dien they are bound to merge into one party 
if thar claims are honest, and die daily piactioe of the class 
struggle is the sure touchstone of that honesty. That is 
why die Communist Party represents a unity of will and 
a unity of acdon of its members. Just as th^ can be no 
two parties of the wodtea, so there can be no groups or 
fracdons exisdng inside’ the wotkeis’ patty with pro- 
grammes and platforms of their own. The fan that the 
working class, until the final triumph of socialism on a 
world scale, lives smtoutlded by other dasses, means that 
these dasses will try to esubhsh their infiuence inside the 
Communist Party both bcfbtc and after the tevoludou. 
They will endeavour to dismpt that Party by various 
policies, sometimes of an openly opportunist cbaiacter, 
sometimes by covering them with all mds of extraordinary 
“revolutionary" sentiments. The party does not allow 
the growth of soch fiacdons and gtoins inside its ranks, 
considering that they represent alien influe nces whose aim 
is to split me party. 

In me Sosact Union Trotsky and bis Mowers attempted 
to bring about such a split, as did the Right wing at a later 
date, h other countries such groups have even succeeded 
in Clearing ten^oraiy s^B and weakeciiig the working 
class in die fiux of the capitalist dictator^p. The best 
guarantee against such tactics succeeding is the strength 
and consdousness of the disdpline of the Party membeis, 
die extent to which they have educated themselves 
politically. To-day the world Commuiiist Party is 
strong enough to be able to overcome all such emsits 
asily and painlessly. The tempotaty victory of Hitlerism 
in Gemuny has oeaRd a crisis tiitougbout the Second 
Intemationu, involving much confusion, mass desertions 
and serious splits. Its eficct on the world Communist 
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Party ias been ratter to screijgthen than to- weaken it. 
Only a /ew in(b>;Jduals in diilei^ oountties have hesitated 
or weited, whale no kind of ciisif has arisen among the 
membership. Unity of will and action has been fi^d 
in the Party. , 

n 

In a world riven by national hatreds and national 
oppression, in which the vilest lonns of jingoism and 
imlitaiisni are being aected in all countries into a state 
idigion, it is of the gnatest importance that the working 
class shotild preservie its intematioDal character, potting 
the claims of class solidarity and unin of the npptessed 
above aiS oikcK. if the very words njcional^ and 
patriotism arc the ocadoos of me capitalist class, then so is 
intematipn^sm the creation of the working dass. A 
workets' party, while making svery allowance for the 
peculiaiides of history and ttamtion inpach country, must 
of riccpssiry he intcrnatimial, must have a united world 
leadeiship and be able to plan its struggle against capitalism 
upon a world scale: 

Man and Engels, the founders ofscfendhciConimioti^, 
were also the fomiders of workme-class internationalism. 
The Communist League, organise by them in 1841! and 
1847, was the ^t, wprid revolution^ pjrty, and its 
manifesto, written by Maix and Engels at the end of 1847, 
closes with the fampus words: “The pndetaiians have 
( nothing w lose hut their chains. They nave a world to 
win. Working moipf all countries, unite!” The working' 
class movemfiDt was then stiU weak; only ip fa gkq d did 
the Chartists lepiesoit an organised army of labour, aiid 
&e Meats t& i841i, dueWgdiy to fuehentanons oS fne 
pctty-houigeois revolutionaries, and to the direct desenipii 
of me bourgeoisie to ^ camp of reaction, made it im- 
possible far the League to continue its work. 

But the idea of intematioiialism ^ not die. Above all 
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fi aEve by. Marx, whom bad JDade^he 

ipf^nuea '^Fa^e.T of tjic revolutioiury \roddng. 4^ a 
912a dceaded by, every goveiiunmt ui Europe. The' 
xstaMlUunent and gro^ of capttaHsin, the shaking. 
l^iDpe and America W war and reacdon, led tp the 
levira of die slo^ a the MmfesSo and its 

embodiinenC in ^ new Inteoudonal Wotlung Mm's 
Association foimded in 1^64, of which Marx'w^s again die 
jnspircr fi])d acknowledged leader. Ip die adtbess ef the 
jaw bitenutional written by Mux, there occur the two 
following paragiapb?: 

“IThat die emandpation of labour is nekhet a local 
por a national, but a sodal problem, embiagpg all 
ceuntrics in wbi(h modem sodety exists, and d^eriding 
for its solution on the ctmcunence, practi^ anp 
dieoredcal, of the most advanced countiies^ 

“That the present revival of the working classes in the 
most indiHtrious countries of .Europe, while it raises a 
new hope, gives solemn warning against a rpUpi* into 
the nld enois, and calls foi the ssnmediate connhiation 
of die still disconnected movemoLts.'' 

Ihe Fast International, as it has come to be called, was 
organised upon die basis of democratic centralism. That 
iis £0 say, its Central Council was really a leading body, 
discussing the piobleips of each coutury and working out 
p common poScy for them, unlike th& Bureau of its suc- 
cessor, die Labour and Socalk Intematuiiial, which ivps 
never more thap an information centre pud advisory 
body. The task of the leadcship of the First International 
was immensely difikult. All kinds of di£rcnt view; and 
theories existed in the various parties, friiQ (he anarchism 
of Bakunin or of Proudhon to the liberal trade unionism 
of die British secdop. k was not yet possiHe fbf the 
workmg cla;$, still only in the ^mpess of becoming con- 
scious, to create for itself that practical and theoretical 
concurrence’' emphasised in the address. But the whole 
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work of Maix and Ei^ds in the Intenudond was diiecCed 
towards creadns that outlook, towards educating the 
membership and fitting diose currents of anarchism and 
liberalism which aueatened the movement from two 
sides. , 

The period of apitalk reconstruction of society, from 
1848 to 1871, was a period of revolts, wars of national 
liberation and unification in Europe, and of dvil war in 
America. It reached its climax in 1871, in the Paris 
Commune, the first successful rising of the working class, 
which fi>r dx weeks maintained a worken’ dictatorship 
in the capital of the French Republic. The Commune 
was also the climax of the development of the Intunadonal, 
which drew upon itself the universal hatred and perse- 
c'utioa of the capitalist class. 

Lenin sums up the first period and the new period which 
followed in these remaduble paragraphs: 


“By the end of the fint period (184S-1S71), the 
period of storms and rcvoludons, pro-Maodan sodalism 
diet out, Indtpendent pfoUtatim parties are bom: the 
Kist lutcnunonal (:8fi4-iB72} and Gcnnan Socials 
Democracy. 

“The second period (1872-1904) is distinguished from 
die first by is ‘peaoenil’ chaiacter, by the absence of 
revolutions. The West has finished with bonmois 
revolutions. The East has not yet grown up to mem. 

“The West enters the sphere of ‘peaceful' preparations 
for the epoch of future reconstructions. Everywhere 
socialist parties proletarian in their basis are formed, 
which learn how to make use of bourgeois parhament- 
atism, to found their daily !?ress, thrir educational iiuti- 
tutions, didr trade 'unions, their co-operatives. Marx's 
teaching wins a complete victory and spnads out. 
Slo-^y but unwaver^tv die process of recruiting 
and massing die forces or the proletariat, of preparing 
it for the coming struggles, forward, 
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"Such is the dialecdc of history that the theoretical 
yictocy of Mandstn compels its enemies to mlothe 
themselves as Maoists. Internally decaying liberabm 
tries to survive in the form of soci^ op^mism. They 
interpret the prepaiadoti of forces fbi great battles in 
die sense of renouncing diosebatdes. The improvement 
in the condidon of the slaves for struggle against wage 
slavery they etplain as the sale by the slaves for a 
^ithinp of thdi tights to freedom. They preach in a 
cowaruy fashion ‘social peace' (diat is peace with die 
slave owners], the renundadoc of the dab struggle; etc. 
They find many supponen among the socialist pailia- 
mentazians, niiioiL omdals of the Iwur movement and 


the 'sympathetic’ intclligeotsia." 

So did Laiin stun up in 1913 the period of the Second 
ImematioDal, whidi was formal imui £i^s’ guidance 
and leadership in 1868. The coming struggles which 
Lenin here emphasises are those which inevitably accom- 
pany die development of capitalist society into its last sew 
of monopoly imperialism. They were the struggles for 
die socialist reconstruction of that society in die ^vanced 
capitalist countnes and foi uadonal freedom in the back- 
ward and colonial countries, struggles which began \nth 
the Russian RevoJudon of 1905-7 and die Adadc levolu- 
tions which followed. History itself which since that 
pedod has been a continuous successioii of wars, revolts, 
and national-freedom movements, shows that L^n, 
basinK himself so frimly on the teaching of Maiz and 
Enge^ correctly analysed the development of apitalist 


sodery. 

Yet before 1914 Loiin and the Bolsheviks were piac- 
ticiily alone in didr new of die catascropluc devekmmeiit 
of capitalism. From its foundation in 1903 the Bolmevik 
Party fought inside the Second ]|tuemationaI against the 
opportunist, libctal view of a{HCaiut development, that it 
was becoming so highly "organised” that war was im- 
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possible and socialism must come lutomadcally. The 
working class of Europe and America, under the oppression 
of imperialism and die growing dictatorship of faic 
C3|Htal, was moving rapidly left, a movement accelerated 
by the Russian Revolution in 1905. Hie Bolshevib began 
to find allies in aU countries among the Left wing of the 
various parties. 

But mese allies, dhe most prominent of whom were 
Rosa Luxcmbuig and the Left of the German and Polish 
parties, did,not succeed in making thdr support efiectual. 
In every country a new tendency developed, the toidency 
we now Call Centrism, of which Karl Kautsky and Trotsky 
were the two most prominent representatives. Itc policy 
of the centrists was to prevent the attack upon open 


opportunum bom develop 
actually -to support the libi 


; and in the name of “unity" 
s of dienype of the German 


acniaiiy-to support the liboais or uienype 01 the German 
Right wing leaders, the Russian Mensheviks and die 
English Labour Pai^ and Independent Labour Farcy. 
Tb^ covered their support of liberalism by various higo- 
sounding revolurionary phrases, but in practice directed 
their dnef efibm against the Left—particulacly against the 
Bolsheviks, whom they called "^rteis." 

But Luxemburg and her frienas'were never able, imdl 
too late, to ondentand the character of the policy pursued 
by Kautsky, Trotsky and otben, and ^though their 
revolurionary sympadiics were all with the Bolsheviks, 
they were misled by the others’ talk of "nnity." Lenin, 
on the other hand, nom the beginning saw that Kautsky's 
policy was much more dangerous to the working dass 
than chat of the open onpominists, and tsdien in 1914. the 
Second Intetnadow collapsed, its leaders in every country 
calling for support of dirii own c^icalist class in the war, 
called for an open bteak with opponunism, and 
^culady with its ceniriU form. “There arc sdtl people," 
Lenin wrote at the end of igi j, “who do not understand 
chat the unity slogan of the old parties means ‘unity’ of 
Si 
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tfae proleoriac Trith its bourgeoisie vidiiii tbe same ludoa 
and t split of the prolerariat intanatioaaUy." The Bol- 
shevihs themselves had broken with all forms of opportun- 
ism, including the centrism of Trotsky, as long ago as 
itjoj. 

The Russkn revolution of 1917 gave the basis at last 
(or a complete break with oppottuoism inttnidriondKy and 
the formation of a new Intetnational which should com- 
bine the revoludonaiy ttadirions of dih ^t with the mass 
organisations of the Second. Such a split meant in fact 
not a split with the working dass, but a first step towards 
splitting the woikmg class away from the influence of the 
capitaisf class, towards tesroring die red unity destroyed 
by rite alhancc with liberalism. The creadon of such an 
International and die winning to its side of the majority 
of class-consdous workers could only be accompKshea by a 
hitter snuggle not only agrinst the open opportunists of 
the ^e of Henderson and MacDonm in ^gland, hut 
also ^ ezporii^ and defeating the centrists who covered 
themselves with Lefi phrases. 

Lenin explains why this is. *‘In reality, the fljnnal 
adherence of the oppoitunists to labour parries by no 
means does away with the ^ that, objectively, they an a 
polrdcd detachment of the bouigeoisie, tim th^ ace 
transmictm of its influence, is agents in the labour movO' 
ment” And aram he exposes the ^e tmity proposed by 
die centrists: ’^e oppoitunists (and the Wirgeoisie) 
need the party as it exists at pcesent, a party comlnniog 
the Right and the Left wings and offidally represented by 
Rautsky, who will reconcile everything in the world by 
means of smooth, ‘thoroughly Mandan’ phrases. Socialism 
and revolution in words, for the people, for the masses, 
for the workers .>. .joining the bou^coisie in every 
criris." 
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The Conmiuiust Intemadonal ms formed in 
1919, in the midst pf a levoludonaiy crisis which afiecced 
the whplc world. But ^aitnsm had done its evil wprh 
atrcu^ and it was the influence d( the o«tIo(flt qf Kautsky 
and hu fellows oyer the honest fodalists in eyery country 
save Russia vdsch condemned the post-war fleyoludcmfy 
movement to defeat The complete collapse of the <fld 
Litemadoiial, die miseiahle and cowardly padhsm «f the 
centrists io all countries, Trotsky in Russia, Kautsky in 
Germany, the leaders of the bid^iendcnt Labour Party ki 
England, which attempted to conceal the fidl extent of 
this coUapsc, to excuse the tiaiton to aodahsm, created 
a very real danger that socialism would be for eyar dis- 
credised among the workers. Thar this yras not so was 
lar^y due to the hceoism of little groups of kuhvidiBl;, 
liehku^t and Luxemburg k Germany, Johp MacLean 
in Scodand, who more and mote began 10 approach die 
Boyrevik attitude to the war and work to convert it 
into a dvil war for socialism as the only salvation aednst 
the vidousjQaQonalist reaction and (he prepaiadotior wars 
of “revenge" which were "bound to be the sequel to 
IP14-191B. 

■jlie Revolution of 1917 helped these elements, wh<se 
influence was erowing by leaps and hoimds, to pufee (he 
final break with opportunism, for it was to them the proof 
that the policy for which Tjtiin had beat fighting in die 
ktemadonal labotu movement ever since 1903 was a 
cormu one. b the great claw batdes which foDownd. in 
Germany, Finland, Htmgary, Italy, Bulgaria, the republics 
of theBaltie bordet-lonos, the newly formed and itumeti- 
caily weak CoimnBiust Parties peifbcmed ndcades of 
devotion and herdsn. But these great and partly spon- 
taoeous anovemetits of revolt prov^ to he heyond their 
power to control and lead to viaoty. The biiiden of the 
traditions of the old inccmatioiial w^ too havy ibr the 
(So 
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mexpedenced [evnlutionades vHo did not jiave^te long 
o^enence of tlie Boblieviks of independent leadenhip of 
dip TTorken in die most di^ul^ and ceirible conditions of 
oppresn'oiL 

Tbp de^t oftjie post-war levoludenary movement was 
followed by a long and obstxnate effort t? ftansink the 
experience of Bduevism to die bean of the woH^ 
cljipsas of the (apitaljst coontcies, and pankularly to their 
Conununist Pat^, Hiis new period was passed dvoudi 
without the leadership of Lenin, but the exati^ of & 
Communitts of the Soviet jn successfully over- 
coming the effects of intervenrien, civil war and &nike, 
in stabilising dieit country and dnally Jstingmg it to the 
point whence they might coquqence me stoiming oftbe last 
elements of npitalism and the creation of a completely 
spdalist society, provedof immense value to the parties of 
ihe jCommonist IntcmarionaL Thou^ in Jlussia itself 
yaiious ojjpofflfions, led by Trotsky and Zinoviev from the 
Lefr and oy Rykov and othen from the Bight, attempted, 
to restore capitalism, their attempts were utterly defeated. 
So also were similar attempts- inside the Communist 
bitei7utioi;al to break the allkncc of the workers in die 
capitalist countries with the wotkets in the Soviet Union 
Binieli acted under simila r impiiadoiu 

It was signifream that Stauu, Lenin’s ,gceat successor, 
was able in ipaS ct> announce not only ffiat the Soviet 
Union was going ffirward to the frnal oonsmicaon 
socialism, but that capitalism was about CO enter a terrible 
period Af criris, leading inevitffily to new wars »d tevo- 
JinviBS^ that ia period ofstahilisariQn wasreadiing an end. 
At die Sixth Congress of die Communist International 
in 192S its progiamine was finally adopted and it to^ final 
fptm as me wprld patty of the working class, the leader 
of all the oppressed in the struggle against Impprialism, 

Jhe principles of Bolshevism which .inspire this pro- 
giamme were those which Lenin had worked out and ' 
di 
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tested ia the £res of tim revolunons and whidi he had 
banded as a bciitagc to the pung levolutionaty move- 
ment in 1919-21, They wete; a woiking-cLass inter- 
narir maliim and alliance of the workers in every country, 
onity with the peoples of the JBast in their fight against 
imperialism, the stem dictatonhip of the wotlteis apinst 
the capitalisn and their supported which in itself is the 
highest foim of demociacy and leads to the establish- 
ment of socialist, classless society, the revolutionary over- 
throw, in alliance with the peasant masses, of the ruling 
classes, the strict centralisation of the Communist Parties 
as the essential condidon (be orranising this overthrow 
and afterwards the dictatonhip of the workers. 

These principles became the very foundation of the life 
of the Commimist Parties under Stahn's leadership. The 
coming of the crisis in 1929 and the hard fights whidi 
fbllowu hav^roved that Lenin's work has bom coiiectly 
carried ont. Conununist International to-day unites 
over rixty nadonal secdons, mote than two-thirds ofwhich 
work in conditions of frightful tciror and icpression, in 
conditions even mote teniblc than those through which 
the Bolsheviks themsdves passed. If any pi^ were 
wanted that the Communtsc htetiudona! is alone able to 
organise and lead the masses in condidons of apitalist 
draine, of &sdsm and wars, it is to be found precisely in 
die experiences of these illegal patties. 

In China die Communist Patty has mown from a frw 
score in 1921 to 420,000 to-day. Of uese half are now 
fating in the of the Rra Army in defence of the 
Chinese Soviets. But 84,000 Chinese Communists carry 
on their levoludonary work in the cities and villages of 
Kuonaintang China, even though to he suspected of so 
much as sympathy to Communism here means death by 
the vilest tonures. Germany an oeranised army of 
90,000 Communist workers maintains me fight against 
the HItlei tenor, even though this home of European 
62 
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capitalist '‘cnltuie” suppresses Communism with a sadistic 
ferocity surpassing tmt of the Balkan squires and nulf- 
tarists. That is to say, a&er a year and a hu of such cruel 
lepresnon the German worlung class maintains an active 
figtdng force over four times the size of the Bolshevik 
party in January 1917. In Japan the Govemment year 
after year declares it has lootra out Comnuinism by means 
of mass arrests of all suspected of harbouring "dangerous 
rhoughts/' Ova 7,000 Japanese Conunimists are in 
prison, but dangerous thouguts contimie to find practical 
expresuon in ^ factories and villages, the sdurals and 
universities, the army and the navy, evm among the 
servants of the Impe^ household. In fifteen years the 
army of Communiscs outside the Soviet Union has grown 
to a strength of Sdo,ooo. 

The middle-class aide of Communism explains this bv 
saying tfiai Communism has die force of a religious faith 
arid la doctrines the powa of religious dogma. It Is 
certainly the case that the sufierings of the militant workets 
and peasants am as bad or worse than those of the levoln- 
donaiy elements in prc-capitalist society. The primitive 
Christians in their fight aeainst Roman impeii^inn, the 
peasant leaders of me Middle Ages, the Dutch and the 
English in their fight against ftudalism, gave religious 
eatpression to their revolutionary ftich. 

But berwetn the &ith of a woildng-ctass revoludonary 
and the religious fervour of these early revoludonaiies 
there is noddng In common. Religjous struggles in the 
past wete but concealed forms of class strug^e behind 
which went on the stem haede of class intecests. The 
workiiu class, however, by its very posidon in socien Is 
compelled to ^t for the abolition of all classes and of 
exploitation. Tm socialist reconstruedon of society and 
die advaiiK of production to the xoint where complete 
Communism hecomes possible caU for a bitta sm^gte 
against all forms of religion and of supenddon, for me 
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Meu developmeat of a scientific outlook in every sphere 
of human activity, induding the sodal sphere. 

Working-class solidarity, faith in the final victory of the 
wotken’ cause, heroism in the &ce of the enemy, these 
are not the maiksofa religious faith. They arisefrom deep 
undeotanding of the interests of the tvoiking class, from 
the consdousness of the strength and ability of the new 
tilling class which is about to take the place of the old, 
from a deep hatred and contempt for the old capitalist 
society whidt has become a toiment to the majority of 
mankind and a fetter on human prepress. It is not because 
of the “religious'' frithofCommuniststliatMandsmcannot 
be destroyed. It is because the Communists express the 
real interests of the majority of mankind and ate figbtitip 
frir the only poSidhle issue from the deatOodc to whim 
apitalisni has brought them. 

Stalin expressed widi his usual fbioe and daiin at 
the Seventeenth Congress of the Communist Party of die 
Soviet Union: 

'They say that in ctnain States in the WestMandsm 
is alreaOT destioyed. Th^ say that it is apparently 
destioyea l» the bourgeois-nationalist tendency called 
frscism. Of course, that is nonsense. Only people who 
do not know history can talk in such a way. Marxism 
is the scientific expression of the fundamental interests 
of the working' dass. In order ro destroy Maoism, you 
must destroy ^ working dass. But it is impossible to 
destroy the working class. More than eighty years have 
passed since Marxism ouered the arena. During that 
period scores of bourgeois gOYetnments have tried to 
oestroy Marxism. And imt has happenedi The 
bourgeois governments have come and gone, but 
Marrism has remained. Moreover, Mandsm has man- 
aged to win a complete victory in one sixdi part of the 
wwd, and moreover has achieved that victory in the 
very country where they conridered Manism had been 
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finally desaoycd. It cannot be consideied^ as accidental 
that me country in which Mamsm has be^ nmplctcly 
victorious is now the only country in the world which 
does not know crises oi unemployment, whilst in all 
other countries, including die fii^t countries, crisis and 
unemployment have been reigning now for four yeas. 
No, comrades, that isino aeddent” 
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NAIIOm AND COLONUCL QUESTIONS 

C APITALISM efit^ied into its jbattle against 

undqr the banner of “equaliw.” Yet capicaKsm in die 
poniM of its conquest pf dv world, and pardculaily jn ks 
la|£5t, impciulist development, has acatea such ineqivhtie 
as wepldiHiV seemed monstrous and uppatural even to the 
medisrval mind, ineguiidps between class and doss, 
between jiadon apd nadon. It is with the latcei that we 
ate now concerned pirdcularlv. “Ilie characteristic 
featurp of impeiialisin,’ Lew told the Second Congress 
of the Commugi$ Internationa], “coimsts in the ^ diat 
the whole world . . . is af present divided into a largi 
nuinher of oppressed peoples and^ negtigible number qf 
oppressing peoples at whose disposal are colossal wealth 
and powprfu inihtaty' force." Imn added that we might 
possldet diac ^out seventy por cent, of the world’s popu- 
kdon belpnged to these opptessed peot^s- 
These peoples do not merely buong to the hackwazd 
(in a temnical aod economic sense) countries of Ana, 
A&ica, and South 'Amenca. They ate not coniined to die 
jflhahitasts of the direct cobnies of the imperialist states. 
Partiailarly since die war of 191^1918 Imperialism has 
seized wl^b slices of tenitory in the most advanced 
TegioBSjof Eonope, inhabited by people whonre (silturally 
iimong the most ^mced in die whole world. Austs^ 
Gengahy, Hungary, Galidt^ the Ukraine, aO these have 
seen duminds of Adr dpzcns and some of their richest 
territories giTen over <to foiei^ ctplokadou. Cvtain 
npw states were created which are lime dse than -prisem 
houses for their peoples of many nationalities. In ouch 
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iqqs, oi winch Poland, Yugo-Slavii,' uii Czecho- 
Slovaluii are the most strfl^e exwplfSi ^ 4tld 

lomiqaof pondon is assured to one nadoaality 
eipctue ot the rest. 

ImperiaHsm to^y OO lotigei confines in' coionisiog 
jupiragom to Asia andV^dca. Getmanimpeiialismopeity' 
predaims its intendoa of absoidRiig die Soviet Uh^me, 
an advanced industtud country wim nearly fifty million 
Inhahifants, -for the (imposes of '‘colonisation.” The 
small Baltic lepubLcs are in umilai datjgei Jfiom Sermoiy 
and jNand. There is little doubt diat another world w», 
suppptiiig'it' did not lead to nvoludon, would lead to yet 
aneuiei remaking of the map of Euippe in which whole 
states might disappear add fthers swell vnnatucally with 
du Ipooty of conquest. 

Tmnenalun not only implies suchadividqiiofthevroild 
Into "Creat Powen” and “lesser Tjreods,” it also aeara 
^jct of ideas and theories tojusnfy such division and even 
toes to give them a “sdentific” hads. In repent years in 
the U.S.A., Britain atid. Gennany, race dieorics of one 
sort and anodiei haive been paiticiilady pcolific. Whole*' 
armies of docton, missionaries and tesear^ woiken have 
proved die natural inferiority of the ti«[ro to the white . 
man, while German sdendsts bays boldly captured^ 
Shakespeare and Jesus for' die Goman nee, aad set them- 
selves the deligl^ and profitable tadc of pmving the 
world superiority of, that race. Englishmen drink in widi 
dieir modiets' inilk die idea that all "foloured" peoples 
are “oig^” aind all Latins ace "dagoes,” wmle the 
really ‘jpnldu” Englidiman even codisigns to these 'catCr 
goiies afi those of his own countrymen who hfvf npt been 
to ? piddic tchool. 

C^talht imperialism, tberefoie, though it has so 
developed the tedinioal force; of production, sa organisod 
thp wptld madeet, that the pkysicu possibilities of bringing 
the nations together were never so great in all Jiis^ty, 
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anH the economic necessiw for their peacehil co-operation 
was nerec more urgent, has in &ct divided them, »wed 
national intolctancc, hatred and oppression on such a 
scale, that war or revolt are the only means of setdim 
any serious dispute. As ifinself'inockery, world imperial- 
ism has covecra this witches' auldfon with the Ud of the 
League of Nations, which itself embodies in legal fonn 
all the inequalities between oppressor and oppressed 
characteristic of the world of to-dbiy. 

Hk majority of oppressed peoples, howeva, live in the 
colonial countries, oi in countries which are in a position 
of colonial dependence upon some imperialist power or 
group of powers. Capitalism, on first cohung into contaa 
with these peoples, found them living in pre-capitalist 
society of a patriaichal or feudal character. It destroyed 
the economic basis of that society, its old self-sufficiency, 
its localism, hy dragging the Arncan, the Indian or the 
Chinese foidhly into the sphere of world mailret relations. 
In most cases tue result was the forcing of the peasant to 
cultivate one paiticulat crop fet the maiket, But at the 
same rime he was not allowed to become a free agent in 
regard to that maikec, selling his goods at the pie^ng 
worid prices and puicluring what he needed mt himseli 
and his femily in return'. 

Imperialism maintained the. colonial peasant in his 
pre-capitalist celatTons, condnued to exploit him by feudal 
means, turning his labour into forced labour aw con- 
fiscating his surplus product. The ruling power has a 
* complete control over the economic life of its colonies. 
Bcause the peasant in most cases culrivates only one crop, 
the neat monopolies are able to fix the prices on a patri- 
culany low levu while they see to it that the goods sold 
in the colonies are sold at paiticulaily high prices. By 
these means monopoly capital is able to squeeze m extra 
profit above the average profit feom its Monies. They 
are a source df super-profit. 

6 ? 



national and colonial question's 

'Tbis is Dossibie because the mlmg pcmei in the colonies 
suppotts the leacdonaiy landlonl ana money-lendii^ native 
exploiten in whose giip die peasant finds cotn- 

e . the life of the Indiu peasant, fi>r example, 'S 
ited by the &ct that he has to pay certain fixed 
durm each year: land tax, rent, water dnai i and interest 
to ™ money-lender. These chat^ nmain “fixed," 
whatever the movement of world prices, whatever 
catastrophes of flood and inline may afluct die cultivator. 
In order to pay these his whole crop is often sold ra Ae 
money-lender for yean ahead. He is rarely able to sell 
his own harvest frmy on the marker. It i$ scooped up 
hy the middle-man, who in turn is the agent of the milL- 
owncT or the bank. In some colonies, such as those in 
West Afiica, it is no exa»etatton to say that the whole 
hfe of the country is at the mercy of a dnglc great trust 
In other colonies, in East Afidca, pans of India, in the 
Pacific islands, the plantation system with its vinual slavery 
prevails. 

These pre-capitalist relanons, all this burden of feudal 
and religious oppression, ace maintained by tbe modem, 
up-to-date representative of die hiehest fbi^ of capitalist 

E duction for certain very good reasons. They assure 
1 his super-profits, tfa^ guarantee his i nd ustries a 
constant flow or cheap nw materials and his workers a 
cheap fiiod supply (and dterefbre lowwaw), and they 
leave the colo^ open to him as k monop^ maiket for 
the sale of his goods and the investment of his surplus 
coital. Thew ^ him diis monopoly control first, because 
since he is the “owner” of the colony be can bar out or 
seriously hamper imperialist rivab, and secondly, because 
their existence and forcible maintenance hindm the 


of native capitalism and of a native capitalist 


The growth of such a class unhindeted would mean 
rapid industrialisation and therefore the dosing of martrrfs 
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ibi his. own goods. It would mean that in place^of the 
peasant exploited fay feudal means there would arise the 
capitalist &mec or the landlord cultivating his own estate 
wm wage khour and modem methods. In dtfaec case, 
krewell super-^roSt and cheap raw materials. Lastly, of 
.course, stten a development would mean that the colonies 
must reach die semi-independent position of Australia 
or Canada, or else, like North America, be lost altogether. 

Imperialism cannot of. course endreK' prevent capitalist 
development in the colonies. It must ou^ motor roads, 
harbours and railways in order to exploit its plunder 
cheaply and cfSciaitly, in ordn to smooth the path to 
the markets of the inrarior for its own goods, in order to 
Veep its 'military dominance over the oppressed people. 
All this implies the cieadon of a certain number of innus- 
tiial entetptisa. Moreover, it is profitable to work up 
on tile spot the first stages through which the caw matetiu 
must pass, while the that a plenriful supply of cheap 
■about which on be expldted without restiictioiis is 
available has caused a certain growth of light industry 
in some colonies, particularly India. India, with its 
3jo millions and vast potential resources, b also the proud 
possessor of three steel p^ts, one of them a very large one. 

But the industries mich arc allowed m develop in the 
colonies and dependent countries ate chiefly light industiies 
or those connected with the working up of such agrarian 
products as tobacco, sugar and rice. However, even this 
linuted growth of apitalism means that in the most 
“backward” countries there also arises a working 
char here also apitalism sows the seeds of its own ultiinate > 
destrucDan, that it crates antagoimms and connadictiotis 
which spell its linai doom. < 

It is generally argued by the supporters of imperialism 
both on the Right an^ on the Lett that despite certain 
crudities and unpleasant feanires it has on the whole 
performed a dvilising and progressive function among 
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these backward peoples. It has built haiboun, itiigadon 
dams, roads and railways. It has introduced the cudi- 
moin' of Western sdence and methods of organisadoDi' 
Unhappily (be these apologists, the (acts do not hear out' 
this optinustic view. Leaving aside (or a momeDt the 
cotnipdon and waste anending these improvmeots. 
leaving aside the immense profits they have brought their 
creators, let us see their actoal efett upon die people 
when diey are introduced in cobnial ot^dons, that is 
conditions of foreign oppeesdon combined with feudal 


The oveivdielniing m^oiity of the Indian people, (be 
cxaiqile, are peasants. What Im been the efiect upon them 
of 150 years of the development of ' avilisadon” t In the 
first plaire It is they who nave paid for every foot of rail- 
road laid, (or every cubic metre of conctete in the irrigadon 
system, (bi every public building erected. They have paid 
in addition for every soldier and policeman, for every 
high-iakried dvil servant or budoess employee, who has 
ever entered India or been trained in IndiL They have 
paid and continue to pay for these blessings at inflaeed 
piices and inflated lates of interest. In order to pay they 
have sold themselves body and soul to the ismue and 
zemirtder (monew'lendec and landlord) to a host of incer- 
mediaiies, roecuJaton, land-owners and robbers of every 
kind. The ‘progressive" dviliscis of India and the other 
colonies hive not abolished the luxurious feudal courts 
and harems of the native princes and landlords, they have 
not abolished the temples and mosques which no less 
remoiselessly cob and expldt the peasants, and even the 
much boasted “peace" which they have introduced has 
made the country safe only (or the foreigner and the 
native bourgeois or feudal lord, but (or the peasant and 
the worker the whip, the bullet, thepoliceman‘s club, 
have hardly rendered lifi; secure. The peasants who 
crowded the Ja^ojanwallah Bagh at Amritsar probably, 
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if diey escaped with dicdi lives, weielefi withasomewbac 
jaundiced view of the Pax Biiannica. 

The Indian peasant has seen his holding gradually gtew- 
ing smallei ana more impotent to support his ^inily and 
hinuelf, heausc thishuidm ofpataadcoppresNonhecomes 
heavier with every proGiess in the giowm of dvilisitioiL 
To^y the avenge holding is smaller than in the 
seventeenth century, under the Mogul emperors. To<^y 
the army of the landless and the property-less has swoHeti 
to moustious and wicked piopordoQs. The Tndian 
Census lists 31,480,000 human oeings under the euphem- 
istic head of ‘'agticultuial labourers.” Nearly eleven 
million Indians ate employed in "domestic service.” He 
sees the superprofits whim have been squeezed from his 
exhausting ana hopeless lahonr return to the CDUiuiy, nor 
in the shape of agricultural rdie^ not in the form of the 
productive development of the immense tesouices of his 
country, of scho^ and medical services, but in the 
aimoDred cats and tanks which menacingly pass through 
his villages when in despair he has burned the idwiie's 
records or the landlord’s manor house; he sees them drone 
fiercely over his head in the shpe of great bombing 
'planes, die modem ai^els ofpaci^tion. 

For health and education, particularly, he is deeply 
grateful and refers the apostles progress to the hymn in 
praise of the Indian pastoral life cmnmed in the report of 
die Director of the Indian Medical Service, Major-Generai 
Sir John M^w. Tins inodein Theocritiis laments ^ his 
shepherds not in sweet m^suies hut in cold figures, and 
succeeds thereby in arousing not merely emoann but also 
thougliL Ir appean that almost one child dies out of every 
four horn, while in the United Provinces ( a paradise for 
the zmindof) almost one in every three dies. Sir John 
estimates that only 351 per oenL of ^ population ate well- 
nourished, 41 pet cent’’ are poorly nounshed and ao per 
cent, are very badly noutisheo. In this land which produces 
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such a supcMibunilance of lice and wheat aud sugar for 
the world, in neatly 40 per cent, of the villages the popa- 
ladon is racesdve in rmtion to food sup^y. In some 
provinces this propordoii is as high as 60 per cent. Eveiy 
year horn 50 to 100 million people sufier fiom malaria 
(a tmible disease which sdence is quite capable of stamping 
out when it is necessary &r the health and comfort oi 
a ruling race, as in Panama). Periods of &mine occur as a 
normal rule in one village out of five. 

hi this period of economic crisis the peasant has seen hh 
land &11 mote and more into the hanm of the n^adous 
army of intermediaries. While prices have fallen disas> 
troimy on his produce, the price of the imponed goods 
which he must buy has &11^ to nothing like the sam 
extent. Impeiialism, by clever maiupulation of the 
exchange, by tying the rupee to the pound sterling has 
giadually hastenea the process of draining away his 
accumulated saivii^ of gold and alvcr, oic peasants’ 
insurance fund against famine and disaster. 

The condition of the worker is as terrible. His wages 
are bw, his hours long, child and female labour is wide- 
spread, there is almost no &ctory inspection, the laws on 
wo^men’s compensation are not applied, there is ndchcr 
poor relief nor unetnploynient insurance. His housiiig, if 
he is not compelled to sleep on the streer, as many thous^ 
do, is in the fotm of banam or a comer !n an unvendlated 
and insanitary hovel. In Cawnporc, a great industiial 
centre, the Whitley Commission found three-quarters 
of the whole town unfit for homan liahitadon. ‘’The 
wotkeis’ diet is unsatu&croty &om many points of view," 
admitted the same learned priilanthro^ts, and went on to 
point out that this peopb of vegetaiians cannot afford 
milk, vegeuhles, fruit or pure vegetahb oil. Perhaps the 
Cominissioneis' emotions had masiered reason when 


they empbyed the word "unsatisfactory .” The reader 
will no doubt find a more sslisfactor^ word. The oon- 
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ditiDiu of the Indian woiker aro tlioso of the Chinese 
worker, the South American wodter, the negro worker, 
of all who sufier from that particularly reactionary, vile 
form which colonial capitalism assumes. The colomal 
worker, by the very cmdinonsof hislifr, mustfrght or die. 
Moreover, he is able to see at once that his fight is not only 
agamst the foreign impenalisc but also against the native 
camtahst. Whatever me dificrenccs, and they ate many 
and senous, between the native capitalist and the forever, 
the worker cannot but remark that they ate utmed when 
it comes to oppressing him. He soon finds out from 
expeiience that ne is strong enough to defeat his nanve 
oppressor and that it is only the suppon the latter receives 
from die unpenailut tduch gives mm senous importance. 

Imperialum, by pcnetianng deeply into die Bast, has 
loused up countlw millions of peasants, workers, ruined 
arnsans and revolutionary mtell^entsia. It has doven them 
from thar subecnon to Orient mysnosm and passivity 
mto an active battle fee hfe, made mem one of the most 
important political fecton in the modem world Ac first 
then awakemng was led by their nanve apiialisc and 
progressive landlords. This wbs natural enough, for in 
these countries the immediate tasks of the revolution are 
the same as those of progicssivc capitalism m the nine- 
teenth ccntoiy, nation^ muficanon, the sweeping away of 
feudal rubbish and clencal reacOOQ. From 1907 to 1912 
such movements began in India, China, Peisia and Turkey, 
cousmg tnilhons to pohrical consciousness fer the first tune. 
But m every case the nanve houigeoisie proved incapable 
of leadmg mem to victory. The war of 1914-18, which 
affected these countries particulady deeply, started a fresh 
wave of revolution. 

Hic characteristic of this phase of the revolunon was 
that, exc^ m Tiiikq' where condinons were peculiar, 
and to a laser octent also ui Fenia, die nanve nationalist 
bourgeoisie deseited the tevoluoon and compromised with 
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impenalism, leaving die masses to fight alone. In China 
in 1927 die^ allied themselves with isuwiialism » make 
a direct cDtmtci'revolurioQaTy omlaughc on the worken 
and the peasant masses. The reason is not to sedc. 
Where there is an oireanised and levoludonaty working 
class, able to rouse and lead the peasantry, paidculariy the 
poor and landless sections, the my existence of native 
capitalism becomes threatened, for it is deeply bound up 
with the whole landlord, monev-'lending, ieii^ structure. 
The class which in Europe was tne baiinet^beuer of democ- 
racy, in the colonics and dependent countries can only 
make play with the shadows of the great revolutionary 
democratic acc of youthful capitali^. It can talk of 
Mill and liberty, of economic medom and of modem 
progress, hut these are only the tra^^gs which hide a 
craven fear of any development of freedom, however 
limited, which would tetioimy menace tlie whole reaction- 
ary atracture of colonial capitalism. So the poUtical 
parties of these gentlemen, the Congress Party in India, 
me Kuomintaim in China, are in fact but little uucuses 
of landlords, raaory-ownets, lawyers and militaiists, 
armatures of the democratic parties which arose in 
Europe to fight feudalism between 1830 and 184B. More- 
over, as the cmbcanthle exploitation of the masses con- 
tinually sharpens the class stride, these very caiiamres 
become helplcs tools in the mds of the in^eriaKsts, a 
part of the whole police and military terror against the 
wotkets and peasants. 

The work^ class alone, by its po^n in sodety, is 
able to rouse, organise and lead the peasant masses against 
the apitalist ana landlord forces of counter-revolution, 
against foreign impetialism. The democratic refashioning 
of these great countries can only be carried through by a 
revolutionary and democratic dicQpnhip of the wotking 
class and peasantry. Ihe union of the peasant war which 
smouldets under the sui&oe in the colonies (in China it 
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has hiokcD into flame) with the labour movement is the 
guarantee of the victory of such a levoludoo. Sodi a 
revoludonary govenimeni must of necesdty be a Soviet 
government, a goveimaent of die widest masses of the 
peasantry, the tovm and village poor, die levoludonary 
intelligentm, under the leadership of the working class 
and its Communist Party. 

The bieakine of the old feudal-teligious fetters, the 
chstrihudon of me land among the peasantry, the cteadon 
of a wide co-operanve movement which should also 
embcace the artist the organisation of the working class 
and the guaranteeing of proper wages, housing and social 
insunnoe, finally the achievemenc ^ natianal needotn by 
the cxpulnon of the impeiialisa and the coofisadon a 
thdr mopeity, such is the programme of die Soviet power 
in colonial and dependent countries. But here a problem 
.at once arises. Clearly sudi a government is not a socialist 
one, nor is socialism immewtdy possible in sudi vast 
agrarian countrid Is it not inevitule that such countries, 
whae the vast majority of the populadon arc small prrv 
prietois, should pass fits: through toe long stage of 
capitalist development! 

In the speech quoted above, answm dns question, 

“if the revoludonaiy and victorious proletariat carries on 
among them a systematic propaganda, while the Soviet 
governments come to their aid with all the means arihrir 
disposal, then it is incotrect to sumose that the apitalisc 
sta^ of development is inevitaole hat the badward 
peoples. In all w colonics and backward countries we 
must not only form independent cadres of fighten, patty 
oiganisadom, not only cany on propaganda for the 
organisadon of peasant Soviets and strive to adapt them to 
pre-apitalist cordons, but the Communist intemadonal 
must establish and give theoretical foundation to the point 
of view that with tk helu of the woricine class of the mote 
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Soviet system and, tkongh definite stages of development. 
Communism also, avoiding the apitalist stage of develop- 
ment,” 

It is one of the commonest arguments of the lefoimist 
socialist dot such countries do not have the necessary 
“dvilisation” to enahb them to reach socialism, and that 
they must dietefbte first pass through a period of capitalist 
det^pment. In other words, capi^m alone, they argue, 
is cap^le of developing their produedve forces, but of 
course, an “enl^tcnea’ and "controlled” apitalisia.'' 
Lenin rejected such arguments with soom. In modem 
conditions of imperialism, with the division of the world 
into oppressed and oppressing natioiut the former can only 
dvihse themsdves by revolutionary action, by (he estal^ 
liahment of a firm Soviet power under the leadership of 
the working class, which snail then proceed to acate all 
those mate^ premises for dvilised existence which shall 
briM these pct^lcs to the level of advanced counmes. 

The example of China is showing in practice how right 
Lenin was. The Kuotnintang government of apitalists, 
landlocds and ramcraU dreams of industrialising China 
with the help of the imperialist powers. In &a they are 
reducing the country to chaos, driving the masses to 
extremes of sufierieg and misccy, and handing over China 
to division among these same imperialists. But the struggle 
of the Chinese workers and peamts has idready led to m 
esublishmenc of Soviet power over a quarter of the territory 
of China, with the support of eighty million people. It is 
univcisally lecognised^, even by its bitterest enemies, that 
diis is the only stable government in the country, the only 
one where the life ot the people is secure, the Wtden of 
taxation bearable and the ejection oieanised in a humane 
and disdplined ^shion, where the buc^ is balanced and 
the audi^ty of the government firm oecaose it has the 
respect and aficction m the masses. 

It is not perhaps mdely realised that this government 
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has. completely destroyed feudalism ?ntliiii its botdets, 
tbat it has carried through a great land reform in the 
interests of the middle and poor peasants, organised 
thousands of schools, started producers' and consumen' 
co-opeiatives, emandpated the women, intiodtxcd the 
eight-hour day, 'developed a popular Press and organised 
for the defence of its territories die most formidable and 
disciplined fitting force in China. In the Soviet regions 
wages and the income of the peasants have risen and food 
prices, despite the blodtade, have Bllen. The reason of this 
is that the productivity of die htrms, in secure conditions, 
it steadily rising. 

The Red Army, with over ^oo^coo tifiest has over 
forty per cart, of litetacy, something unheard of and 
undreamed of in Kuominmng Chiiia. Nearly half of its 
rank and file and ihiee-quanets of its commanding ranks 
are Communists. It has behind it a mifidaormany hundred 
thousands, partly aimed with rifles, junly with more 
primitive weapons. It is the repiesentabvc and defender of 
a real popular power which is leading millions towards 
dvilisadon, a dvihaation they will create bj^ their own 
cflbits, with the help of the world woiking dass. 

In sudi dicumstances it vrill be possible to reach social- 
ism by evolndoniry means, without a fiirther tevolutioa. 
This is the only exception in which such a peaceful develop- 
ment becomes ptasable. The leadership of the Chinw 
Communists, who have grown from a few sooic workers 
and intellectuals in Ip2i to a great party 420,000 strong, of 
whom over 80,000 are at work in the tector-tuled pro- 
vinces of Kuomintang China and Manchuria, is the 

to ignore these liberation movements 
of the colonial and dependent peoples. It is also equally 
impossible to ignore the oimressea national minorities in 
the £niopean states. A womng class struggling for free- 
dom has clearly no hope of success unles it is ame to stand 
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(oTwaid as the leader of all die oppiraed. Macx Tfas not 
anresHng a mere pious sentiment when he declared, 'in 
rt^on to the attitude of the British workers to the Fenians 
in Ireknd, that “no nation can be fiee which oppresses 
another.” Capitahsm draws immense finance and 
industrial snengtii from io oppiestion of suhjea peoples. 
It is also able to feed all its most reactionary impnlses, to 
give the ruling class a first-class training in dvil war 
gainst its own workers at home. It is no aeddeot that 
German &scum has nourished itself on race theories and 
mad nationalism. It is no accident that British ^seisin is 
pie-emincncly a colonial ^idsm, seeking to base its appeal 
on the “Bmpiie.” 

The wodmg class can only ^ its own struggle by 
opposing all of jingoisni and nationalist oppression 

with its own working<lass intenunonalism, at wnose very 
basis lies complete fireedom of development for everv 
nationality and, every national imnotity, Iwwevp small. 
The Hus^ WDikiiig class were ady able to defeat the 
counter-revolution aM die ‘nterventian because they had 
the confidence and sympathy of the numerous national 
minorities in the rear of the hostile armies. In die very 
first days after die working class seized power in Novembtf 
1917. a “Declaration of Rights of the Peoples of Russia” 
was issued by the new Soviet govetument guaianieeing 
the equality and soveieignty of all (he pcoplm of Russia, 
fireed^ of self-detenttination, indumig the right of 
complete separation, the abahidon of all privileges and 
restrictions and free development to every national 
minority 01 ethnographical group. 

Under the leadciship of ^ woddng class the fbmiet 
national mmorities have in fra succeed in dcvelopiag 
the resources of theii countries and dieir national culture 
in such a way as to avoid the hdl of, capitalist exploitation 
and to advance towards sodalism. The growth of indii^ 
try, the building of roads, railways and irrigation works, the 
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fl^lying of dearie power, all widiout the terrible burdes 
of m&tu inteiest rates upon rite loans of foreign finance- 
c^talJiave nurkeri the progress of these new nations. 

Stalin, whose name will always be associated with this 
work of liberation, rigbdy poii^ out that “in order to 
rexmite pattitioneri Poland, the bourgeoisie had to enter 
upon a series of wars. In order to reunite disintegtated 
Tu^menhtan and Uzbclastan, die Conununuts needed 
only afow months of explanatory ptopaeauda.” The Soviet 
Fcvoluaon ha^t only made possible tm equal and frater- 
nal co-opetadon of peoples of oifiecent race and nationality, 
it has aw awakened dying pewles to new life, brought a 
miaissance of culniie to old narionalides which for 
centuries had given aodnng to the human store. It has 
enabled men and women to take an aedve interest in lifo 
who would otherwise perhaps never have lisen even as 
high as rile missionaiies Bible, though they mi^ have 
diM dntchmg the traders' bottle of spirits. PropbedcaQy 
Stahn has pointed out that “it is oistomary to speak of 
India as a homogeneoiE vdiolc. Vet, when the remurion 
breaks out in ^dustau, there can hacdlv be any doubt 
that bidierto ignored narionalides will tmtst upon the 
scene, each wim its own disdnedve language, its own 
disdnenve culture. And if it is a mattei of the joining of 
the diriccent nadonalides in a proletarian cultnie, then there 
can hardly he any doubt that this joining will take place 
in forms which correspond to the language and life of 
these nadonalides." hi Soviet Ouna to4ay there arc 
scores of sudi language groups and nationalities, hitherto 
entirely ignored by die Western unolog^, which are 
fint coming to life in this way. 

It may seem that here is a conttadiedon. Indeed the 
“theorists" of the Second Intcmadonal have always 
considered the cIaims>of such small groups and people 
to be a hindrance and menace to the growth of iniei* 
nationalism. They have always preached chat the "World 
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State” wiQ speak one of the wodd’s cliief languages— 
Fimch or Getoun, or> in recent years, ”Saac 
Yet it is not difficult to see that a power whidi :s in &ct 
and not in name a popular power, such as is the Soviet 
power, that a task which demands die fullest creadTC 
efibn from every dtizen, such as is the task of hudding a 
sodahsc society, can only he understood if this power 
and this task are expiesM in the language and in the 
manner to which those to nffiom they appeal are accu^ 
tODied If an Englishman were to escpMi the most 
wonderful ideas and plans to a Bantu-speaking A&ican he 
would get no tesponse if he used the Ei^ish lai^uage, 
however basic. 

Sodalist culnire, towards which humanity is advandng, 
not only does' not deny natianal culture, but it pre- 
supposes it and fosters it. Socialist culture, even for a long 
dme after socialism has triumphed throu^ut the world, 
will remain national in form, though its content will 
naturally he socialist. But this will not of course always 
remain the case. As Communism develops, as the pro- 
ductive forces of the wocid increase to an octent un- 
dreamed of to-day and the peoples of the world reach a 
otssunon kvcl of ufc, as they ocHipeEate even mote dosely 
in thdr daily work, a new stage of umveisal cultnre ana 
language, or merging of the peoples, will come. "We 
must let the national cultures oevoop and expand,” says 
Stalin, “and reveal all thdr |)oteDim qualities, in orda 
to create die necessary conditions for meiging them into 
one common culture with one common tongue.” 

This is the answer of Commumsm to those who say 
that the character of this or that people is temperamentally 
unfitted fi>r the leccpdon of Communism. The Tndian, 
of course, must always be fitted by nature and tempera- 
ment to a life of privation and sufieiing and with Oriental 
stoidsm will ever welcome a cruJ deadi from his lukis 
when a momentary dekness of mind drives him to protest 
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against accodiig ^hat Im better nature has hitherto 
dictated to him. 'Hie Fiench peasant must always love 
the smell of dung and the Eimshman be ofioided in his 
national pride if it is suggested diat he resents unemploy'- 
mem. Unluckily for ^e who cherish such illusions, 
relendesi history proves die opposite to he the tnitL 
Now chat the “imdktnrered country” has been found, 
now that the veils of cant and soperstidou are beins cem 
one by one from die fux of society by tough wonting^ 
dass hands, the doubts of Hamlet are answered and 
"notte would &rdels bear, to grunt and sweat under a 
weary life.” 
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'WOBID COHUUKISM'^THB UimUTB AIM 

TT ^ have seen that all human history has been the 

V V history of struggles between classes, that is to say, 
between groups of persons occupying definite places in 
the process of production, having definite pioducdtm 
stations <mc witk anothet. As productive fetces develop 
they change these relations, create new classes and destroy 
old ones. When productive forces (which consist oi 
three dements, the instruments of labour, the objea oi 
labour and human labour power) no lon^ correspond 
to the production reladons, wboi the utter cease to 
develop and enter into conflict with the former, then a 
violent cocflkt takes place, the issue of which is a new 
form of production relations coriespondiog to the develop- 
ment- of productive forces. 

Li moo^ society, the productive relations ate consider- 
ably simplified and the dass struggle is chiefly waged 
between the two main dases of booi^is'e and prole- 
taiiat, capitalist and worker. That modem society has 
reached me stage when pioduoive forces have outgrown 
the old forms of production, when the productive rdatioos 
have entered into sharp conflict with them, is seen Atom 
the almost complete bt^dows of capitalism in the 
sphere of reladons of distribudon, Not only is capitalism 
no longer able to mainoin is wage slaves, it is also driving 
into ruin, fiuuine and millions of small pioduccn 
in its colonies and dependencies, (o sharp is the conflict, 
so violent the antagonisms between dasses, that society is 
living in a state of open civil war. On the day upon 
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wlncH thc^e^Jmes are written tlic newspapen contain news 
of dvil v/af ii^ Austria, of a general suike in France, of a 
hung^Vnaich npcn London ^ two thousand unemployed 
wouos, of stues and revoludonaiy movements in 
Spain, of a revolntioiiary demonstration by Oxford 
scents, of mass execudons in Bulgaria, of arrests and 
odmtions in India.^ 

Karl Marx, whose analysis of society showed that 
capitalism was bound to reach such a stage of collapse, 
summed up the chief points in his own teadncg as follows: 

“(i) That the existence of classes is only connected 
with definite histoiical forms of the stiu^ of develop- 
ing production; 

^‘(3) That the class struggle inevitably leads co the 
dictatoiship of the proletariat; 

“(3) That this dictatorship is itself only a transition 
to the abolishing of all classa and to the establishment 
of a social system in which there shall be no place for 
dass divinons.'* 

In the former Russian Empire the dass stmggb has 
already led to die dictatoiship of the proletariat and that 
dictatoiship has shown in ptacdcc that it 'is a ttaimdon to 
the establishmoit of a clas^ sodety. In China workers' 
and peasants’ Soviets are already preparing the way for 
the moment when it will be possible to unite the vdiolc 
country under a woikets' dictatoiship and commence ^ 
transition to socialism. ’'The idea of Soviet power is daily 
becoming more consdous among the woikets of the 
whole wodd, a guarantee that Marx was not mistaken in 
his view that the dass struggle must iocvitahly lead to 
proletarian dictatoiship. But Communist sodety is 
meanihgi'ess uniless n: is abi'e to become a would soaoy, 
the revolutionary struggle of the workers hopeless, unlen 
it can eventually conquer on a wodd scale. 

What is the guarantee that this b not only posnble, but 

‘PebnuiV i;th, 


*4 



WOKLD COMMUNISM— THE ULTIMATE AIM 

Cdtaini Ic lies in the &:t that capitalism in its last, 
impeiialist sta^ rouse up in oppo^on to itself not only 
the workiiig class of the most admced, industrialised 
coimtde but also die many-nuUion mass of oppressed 
peasantry in the backward countries. It lies in the fact 
dut the first workers’, dictatorship has aiisoi in a vast 
and nch area lying on the border between these backward 
countries and the advanced states of the 'West. It lies in 
the &ct that the working dass of this country has succeeded 
in converting it from an economically backward country 
into one of w wodd’s most advanced industrial countries 
and has led a great peasant population away ftom the 
wretched deadly of private property to sodalisc, mech- 
anised farming. Lenin, in the W words which be ever 
wrote, summra up these condidons of final victory as 
follows; 

"The issue of the struggle in the last resort depmds 
upon the fact that Russia, India, China, etc., comprise 
the immense nujoiity of the world’s population. But 
it is precisely thus majority of the population which 
during the last year has been drawn with unusual 
rapidity into the struggle for its own emancipation, 
so that in this sense thm cannot be a diadow of doubt 
as to wbat will be the final derision of the world struggle. 
In this sense the final victory of sodalism is completely 
and unc0(ndidonally guaranteed." 

When capitahsm everywhere is overthrown, when the 
working class is everywhere in power, lor what aim will 
that power be used; What is to be the fiituie sooety of 
die human races 

Is the working class merely seeking to ctenulise its 
own power, to dstroy capitalism but to live at the orpense 
of otW classes, such as ^ pcasantryt 
No, die working class, as me name of its party implies, 
fights for Communism. It wins power in order to guar- 
antee the victory first of socialism, and then of complete 
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Cotmnanism. Under world Commiinism clsss sodety, 
the anarchy of production which chaiactenses capitalum, 
the degradadon and waste oflife which atise from explt^- 
don of nun by nun, nadon by nadon, will have been 
aboHshed fbi ever. Mankind will look back with shame 
and honor upon the soden of the past, with its coeidon, 
its povein, its blinding of hununity, its deliberate culd^ 
vadon of the vilest passions on the one hand, and its 
fntering of human nature and human understanding on 
the othu. The dying out of classes and the disappearance 
of private propeny ^ eventually inevitably bring in thdi 
train the dying awav of die State, of all fbitns of class 
dominadon. The rule over men be replaced by the 
administradon of things, mankind wiU pass into the adult 
stage of his history, into die world commonwealth of 
labour. 

Freed &om the ^fetten of private property reladons, the 
forces of production in Communist sodety will develop 
at a rate so rapid as to consrinite a great leap forward in 
history. Above all, the development of human labour 
power will perhaps prove to be the most important 
leanire of this grow of the produenve forces of sodety. 
Communist sodety must depend upon the fullest flowering 
of the initiative and individuality of every one of its 
memhen. Such a many-sided, amplefe devdopment js 
impossible in general in dass sodety, where only a handful 
of millionaiies, ministers and war lords have any oppot- 
tunity for foil self-expresrion, though in thdr case the 
kind of self expreaed is naturally enough to a la^ degree 
cendidoned by the most repulsive features of toe society 
in which they nile. In sodety, save in the rare 
periods of revolurionaiy reconsaucrion, of teoaiaance, 
the best human beings are liable to become entangled in 
the terrible network of contradicrions in which they live 
and thdi life becomes a torment of doubts and frustrated 
desires. 
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Such a complete, tnany-dded development becomes 
possible because the growth in the forces of piodocdon 
allows sodal economy to be constructed upon die bads 
of “from each according to his ability, to e^ according 
to his needs." Marx summed up me chaiactetistics ot 
Communist sodety in the Gotha Prc^ramme so amdsdy 
that there would be no point in paraphrasii^ them. "In 
the higher phase of Communist society," he wrote, "when 
the enslavmg subordination of iiuHvidualism in the 
divaion of iaiionr has disappeared, and with it also the 
antagonism between mentu and pbydcal labour; when 
labour has become not only a means of living, but itself 
the first nccesacy of life; when aloi^ with the all-cound 
development of individuals, the productive forces too have 
grown, and allthespiingsof social wealth are fio wiim more 
seely— it is only at that stage that it will be pos^lc to 
pass completely beyond the natiow horizon of bourgeois 
tights, and for society to inscribe on its banners: ‘fiom each 
according to his abiuty, to each according to his needs.’ ” 
The present development of technique, accompanied 
though it is in capitalist sodety only by unemployment and 
pov^, is neveithcless such as to enable us to see that the 
hooty of the future will be merely the practical department 
ofthcsdenrificlaboiatoiy. Most of the dirty and degradiim 
labour in the world could even now be abolished. While 
capitalism, in its death-throes, dreams' of re-establishing 
-die medieval squire in his manor as a last ally against the 
coming revolution, Commniiism would make agriculture 
merely a variation of industry. Electrification, modem 
methods of culdvadon and stoat-breeding, once the bads 
of private property is smashed, would destroy the smpidity 
of niial life, the age-old opposidon of tovm and country. 
The gteat d^, the octopus of modem life, would 
disappear no less completdy. Cjreat areas of the most 
beautiful and intcresdm pacts of the world would be 
preserved as natural parks ^ the healdi and recreation of 
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hununity, paiks which, with the developmetit of trampoi^ 
would b^me easily accessihle to aL 

So long as apit^am exiacs there will be pieretitable 
duease, madness, prostitution, crime; people will conduuc 
to exist and suffocate in their own him; modem transport 
wiE slaughter mote people in a year than .did the great 
wan of the French Rmludon; tne rulen of the greatest 
empire in the world will each day note with sw-sads- 
that they ate unable to manage the traffic of their 
capital dry, to house and feed their dozens, or to wodt 
thu enormous productive apparatus at M capadty. 
They will declare that the cause, of war is love of peace 
and therefore pile up enormous resources in the means of 
destruenon ot human lile^ 

Perhaps two concrete examples will suffice of the kind 
of work which will be undertaken by a world Communist 
sodety, and wbicb only such a sodety could undertake, 
even though tedmicnlly such imdemkings have been 
possible for the last twenty years. The cxpctience already 
gathered in me construction of soaalist sodety in the 
Soviet Union, in the building of such enterprises as the 
Dnieper dam and the new great project of the Volga ebaiii 
of hydioclearical stations is mote than sufficient fot us 
to be able to foimulate with some exacmess how the wodd 
would be transfotmed by a Communist sodety. 

^s back as 1922 Loiin was (hsaissing with comrades 
the possibility of pitsendng to the Genoa Confciaice a 
proposal for buildhg an electcffied super trunk-line ffiom 
London to Pekin, passine through most of the important 
Buropean capitals. This line was to have been part of a 
gigantic pkn for the electifficadon of all Euram and would 
have brought bread and woik to many millions of people 
mined Iw the war. Instead, of course, Genoa became me 
scene of an attempt to^ enforce colonisation of socialist 

‘Mi. WiiKton Chwciii]! «t PQmmouthjFebnntj i;tb, 1994, (be 
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Russia by imperialist Europe, and the project was uever 
put forward for discussion. The victory of rhe Chinese 
Soviets on the one hand, and of the German levolurion on 
the other, will be necessary before this plan can be hiought 
to life. 

A Gemian engineer (no doubt be is now in a concentra- 
tion camp as a dangerous “Marxist”) has worked out a 
plan for utilising the Straits of Gibraltar for the generation 
of electrical power. The plan is an elaborate one, involvii^ 
in its final details, the construction of dams at both £ 
Gibraltar Straits and the DardaucUes, the building of 
enormous power stations as the level of the Mediterranean 
fells, and the practical uniting of the continents of Europe 
and Africa. If this plan were realised the Adriatic would 
disappear, all the Mediterranean countries would wrn-jx* 
their territories by vast areas of fertile land in the most 
temperatt cKmate in the world, The Rhine^ the Po and 
the Nile would become sources of immense energy. The 
“daikness” of Afeica would pass into the legendaty history 
of mankind. Such an enterprise would talw permps two 
generations to complete, but a socialist Europe would not 
only not hesitate baoce it (obviously in a capitalist world 
it is a fimtastic dream), it would even be compelled to 
undertake and complete it 

Clearly such dcv^pmencs are essential before mankind 
can reali» the slogan of “feom each according to ability, 
to each according to his needs ” In the course of such 
great works human beings would change and grow, as 
the nature thn must struggle with will change and grow. 
New forms of^laboui, a new attitude towards work, would 
bea>me second nature. 

A few years ago it was the fesluon, evoi among 
“socialist” mtellectnals to believe that socialism was onlv 
a dream, that at best we m^ hope for a more “efficient ’ 
and “just” sodal system than the present, which, however, 
would in its fundamentals remain unchanged. Theworking 
i9 



COMMUNISM 


dass of the Sonet Umoa have that the intellectuals 
are in 6ct the “dceamen" and socialist, classless society 
is a reality. Reoogni^ this, die intellectuals retreat to 
their next line of o^ce. A “aude” form of socialism 
is certainly in being, but of course the higher. Communist 
stage of this society is again merely an amusing propaganda 
sh^an of the deesome Bolsheviks. 

However, the most tiiesome of all bolshevik habits is 
that of keeping theii word, oi rather of sedi^ to it that 
there is no gap between word and deed. Lemn answered 
as follows the doubters who sneer at the possibility of 
complete Communism: 

/ 'The State will be able to wither away completely 
when society has realised the rule: *From each according 
to his ability; to each according to bis needs,’ i.c., when 
people have become accustomed to observe the funda- 
mental lules of social life, and theii labour is so pro- 
ductive, that they voluntaiily work according to meir 
ability. 'The nanow horizon of hou^eois tights,' 
which compeb one to calculate, with the hard-hea^- 
ness of a sWiock, whether he has not worked half an 
hour mote man another, whether he is not gening less 
py than another— this narrow horizon wiU then be 
kn behind. There will then be no need for any exact 
calculation by society of the quantity of products to be 
distributed m eich of its memben; each will take freely 
'according to his needs.' 

"From the bouraeois pmni of view, it is easy to 
declare such a socuT order ‘a pure Utopia' and to sneer 
at the SocialisB f(» promising each the right to reedve 
finun society, without any control of the labour of the 
mdividual citizen, any quaim^ of tiu^, automobiles, 
pianos, etc. Even now, most Doui|eois ‘savants’ deliver 
themsdves of such mens, thereby duplaying at once their 
ignorance and their self-seeking defi^ otapalism. 
“^inotance-^ it' has never entered the head of any 
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Socialist to |woinise’ tkt die bighm phase of Com- 
muimm will arrive; while (he great Sodaliso, ia 
foruerin; its arrival, presupposed boui a productivity of 
labour unlike the present and a person not like the 
present man in the street, capble of spoiling, without 
icflccdon ... the stores of soda! wealth, and of 
demanding the impossible. 

“Until w ‘hd^iEt’ phase of Comimmism arrives, the 
Socialists demand die strktat control, by sedety and 
hy At Stott, of the quantity of labour ana the quantity 
of consumption; only this control must start with the ' 
expropriation of die capitalists, with the control of the 
wodceis over the capitaluts, and must be carried out, 
not by a state of bureauaats, but by a state of armed 
Bwierr.” 

SodaKsm, therdbre, is the first stage of such a Com- 
munist sodety, in which private property in the meMin 
of ptoductiott and distribudon is destroyed, and oonse- 
qu^y class divisions and the eimloication of human 
laboorpowef. Socialist sodety is at die same nine a great 
school tbi the rc-cducadon of liberated humanity, a process 
of fitting human beings to take their place as conscious 
buildeis of Communism. Sodalism, organising humanity 
for labour in higher and ficer forms than are possible undtf 
capitalism, is aw to develop all the forces of pioducdcn 
to a point where the tranridon to CommtmiEm becoines 
possible and ineviable. 

Complete Communism is stiU a long way off, but 
sodalist sodety, in which the seeds of the future sodety 
are ripening, is no longer a mere sloran or a dream, but a 

practical icaliey. Very soon after ttK socialist revolurion 
t. J z- .V* f r A- 


"liVifilltTTifi 


Lenin wrote that "if R.ussia is covered with a thick net- 
work of dectiical stations and po^verful tEchnial equip- 
ments, then oui Communist economy will become an 
example for the coining sodalist Europe and Asia.” 
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It used (o be cotmdoed due it was impossible for 
socialism to come save as the result of, a simultaneoiis 
levoludon in several of the most advanced captalist 
counoies. Lenm always combated such an idea as b^g 
utterly out of accord the realities of modem imperiat 
isT capitalism. The very powetful development and 
centtaHsm of camtalist dictatorship behind tne covet of 
parhamentary “democracy,” the ruthless and efficient 
military madiine at its disposal, made it unlikely that the 
workers of the most advanced countries would be the 
first to break through, however theoretically advisable 
that might be. The whole development oi capitaLsm, 
moreover, is uneven to the last degree not only as between 
difieient countries, but within each country, within eaca 
branch of industry, even as between the leva of consdous 
new of the working class and their preparedness for 
struggle. From this Lenin diew the conclusion that it is 
impossible for socialism to be victorious in ail countries 
simultaneously. It must first be victoriots in one or a few 
countries, and these not necessarily the most advanced, but 
rather die weaker ling in the capitalist diain- 

In the country in which the working class first seiacs 
power, Lenin wrote in 1915, “the victorious proletariat 
. . . having eaipropiiated the capitalists of this country 
and organised soci^ production at home, would stand 
against the rest ofriie world, the capitalist worid, attracting 
the oppressed classes ,of other countries, raising among 
them revolts against the capitalists, in case of necessity 
even launchh^ armed forces against the cKpIoiring classes 
and their states.'^ 

The idea that not only is it possd)le to build socialism 
in one country, but that its successful accomplishment 
(hanges the whole relation of worid forces, undaniining 
and fiuther weakemn^ capitalism, has Iain and still lies 
at the basis of the wh^ poHcy of the Communist Patty 
o( the Soviet Union and of the Communist IntematiDiial. 
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T^in never dred of emphasising, that since the victory 
of the Riuaian worldng cuss, the whole future of the world 
levoludon is bound up with die course of socialist con- 
stiucdon in the Soviet republics. Sodalism grows direcdy 
aod inevitably out of capitalism, but it b itself a higher 
form of productive and' social o^anisadon, as mnai in 
advance of capitalbm as capitalism was an advance on 
feudalism. The complete constnicdoo of sodalbm in a 
country with the vast resources and population of Rusda, 
cannot therefore mean anythii^ but a tremendous increase 
in die strength of the wodd working dass, giving it an 
invincible and powerful base for its onslaught on apital- 
bm. 

' Lenin, develo^g Marx's teaching dut the development 
of the class stru^ bievitably leads to the dicotormip of 
the proletariat, £iew that there could be no othet way of 
constnicting socialum save duough class struggle, that no 
other force save the wotktim ^ was capable of re- 
shaping the whole economy ofthe country so that it should 
be ^‘impossible for any bou^coinc to grow up." Only a 
relentim war, afitr die rmlutton, against the relics of the 
defeated dasses, and their allies, rooting im the very last 
remnants of tesbcance, can £n^y clear tb way for the 
abolition of classes and, of the habits of mind and action 
engendered by the old sodety. Such a struggle most be 
^ a dual one, consbtinc paidy of repression of uxive resbt- 
anu or sabotage and paidy of.ie-mucation. 

The worldng class, there&re, in order to build sodahsm, 
must use as its oiief weapon its class dictatorship, its position 
of complete nipremacy in the state; The Conununbt 
Party, imith^ all the most conscious and active farces of 
the woddng class, must mainniw its posidon of leader, of 
a general staff in the new phase of revolutionary tecon- 
structioa of society, able to point out at any given moment 
what are the dm tasb and the means of solving them. 

. But the dictatorship of the proletariat is not the mctatoi- 
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ship of 1 paity. The chief task of the Party is to dnw die 
wh^ workitig popi'latioQ of the count^ into the 
of administradon by means of the Sonets, to organise 
millions of miikcn into becoming active paiddpatots 
in the construction of sodalist industry and agriculture by 
means of tbe trade unions, which Lenin oiled “a school 
for Commumsm.’' 

The capture of Mwet by the woiken, its use in ordet 
to smash the old buceauende state machine, to I'^Uce it 
by a State in which the courts are controlled by the workers 
and Justice is administered in their intet^ in which 
revtkuidonaiy law becomes a weapon with wl^ to fight 
for a new society, in order to draw millions of men and 
women into die great task of accounting and control of 
the pjopeiry of & Stare, in order to pbee the prindnn- 
presses, dnemas and theatres at the disposinon of the 
workeo, these are the first tasks of the workers' govem- 
ment. 


Only then is it possible to start ttpon the long and 
difficult task of uprooting the capitalist elements in the 
country, to bring the sum producers upon the path of 
sodalist, co-opetadve produedon, bulla up a sod^ 
trading system, abolish die patadde elements which eat 
away the national income, the elements living on capitalist 
tent, interest and profit. Then, having industry and 
transport, banking and distnbudon, firmly in its hands, 
the working class is able to abohdi fii^y the comndiedons 
and anarchy cfaaiactcrisdc of capitalist production and 
proceed to the complete planning of agticulturc and 
industry. 

The end of capitalist explmtadon means that the con- 
dition of the masses most improve by leaps and bounds, 
that iu from there being any question of over'^roduedon 
and ofunemployment, ^shi^ge of labour and a shor^e 
of goods have to be redroned with and overcome. The 
release of millions of people from wage slavery means a 
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gittt inoease in (he detnandi and needs of (he ^ple. 
It becomes possible, as in the Second Five •Year Plan, to 
anange for an increase of consumption of fcom two and a 
half to three times for die whole population. 

It is frequently foigotteo, no dom with d^beiadom, 
that in the Soviet Union, where no difictences berween 
race or nation are tecognised, the Samoyed or the nomad 
Kirghiz is considered to have as much right to the ele- 
mma of civilised life as the, worker of Lenmgiad or Mos- 
cow. The levolutiDn has brought a higher staoidard of 
life to many millions of people who in ipiy were living 
in conditions no better tb^ those of the mass of the people 
in British India. If it is true that the aver^ level of nft 
in the Soviet Union was not as h^h in 1933 as that of the 
small body of British diilled workers, it was infinitely 
higher than the average level of life for the British Empiie^ 
wmch would be the only frit comparison. MotcOTcr 
dieie is plenty of jusdficatioti for assuming that at present, 
in 1934, the average level of life is as good or better than 
that of the Gernun skilled worker, and that very soon it 
will probably be among the hignot in the world. Had the 
revolution b^ confined to Great Buissia, no doubt diar 
level would have been reached long ago. bi fret it has 
afiected not a country but a continent, and many nadons 
of vastly difieting levels of culture. 

Considered from any point of view, however, the 
pi^y material gains of the tevolndon are enonnotu. 
ihc fret that the working dass in Rusua have used rheii 
victory in order to overcome' the forces of capitalism in 
the country, in order to ensure that the entire product of 
social labour shall he socially distributed, "has meant a rise 
in fhe gener^ weA-^^g or the country unpteeeAmtecL in 
human history. Bur more rban diat, it nu meant that 
certain features of this imptovemqnt in the Hie of die 
people ate of such a character as to make it perfectly dear 
that here we arc dealing with differences whiw arc 
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-fulHalivt am) nw jncrdy of quantity. The abolition of 
. ^loymoit, the nightmare of moW life, the ending 
igtaaui poverty ^ ^ of ^ t 

™ bra mde, tluongt the coUccdvc &tim, as secure as 
that of the town woj]^ ^ pcthaps ^ two most 

revolunonary of stich changes. 

Yrt are odiets tarc^y less striking. The Dai 7 y Tefe- 
gnph of FebtuaryaSth, i934,prinoatcl»ramfix>niBomhay 
a^unang,thc protest of the local btaach of the ‘Bombay 
Aisot^on gainst tie inmneration into India of 
forty Gcnnan doctotj^ on the grounds that this will swell 
medical uiicmploytn^ij,l5^» “Medid nnemploy- 
ment m a co™try ^here in some years .100,000,000 
people .sfflM fixnn jnahjta, where at the dme of 
wntmg TO Govcmineni has just appointed a feminc idief 
omramthcpi^ofBjhai! lathe Soviet Union, 
nullum of whose Qti2cnj Hve within a day's rail journey 
or India, TO am^j anniuJly on sodal insurance 
alone, whiA m^da niedical care of a variety of kindj, 
u greater than the total natiwial budget of many leading 
Emopm Stitts, the thoughtfijl ^ ponder over this 
compamon ^ hadly fail to conclude that here is a differ- 
me m jMUty, that here is a diSereoce aiztisg from a 
ki^Jorm of soaety. 

The that in ^ are paid and 

some peo^ reCave higher wages than others, is in £ict 
no contradic^ to this, Tk higher, Conmumist society, 
IS nm somcdnng which comes ready-made, I: is alWy 
jmplint m amta^ society itsd^ hut it is h^ oat cf that 
soacty, still bearing ^ marics of its origin, and it is 
oeatw, moreover, hy people brought up m that society. 

first, soc^t phase of Communism cannotproduce 
TOtjusttte ^ equity, that complete eqmlibrium between 
the iMVidm and s(;ynetyi towards whidi mankind is 
CTomng. - justice, ' jj3j ^he Gotha Programme, 
can never use supcj^^j ^hg economic conditions of 
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sodaj^ sai the culnm! developount' eoniUtbned by 
them.’ 

The sodaHst levoluiioa has desmiyed foi era the great 
“injustice" which consists in the ownership of the means 
"of production and the plondcring of society by a few 
individijah. but it has not destroyed and cannot destroy at 
once “the furdiei injustice consisting in the distributioii of 
the articles of consumption 'accotdi^ to work performed' 
(and not according to need) So it comes about that 
waus, as a measuie of social labour, continue to be pud, 
and die greater the q^uaoticy and the higher the quality of 
that sodal labour, me mote substant^ the wages and 
therefore the quantity of'the sodal product which the 
wodeer obtains. - But wage slaveiy, by which one nun is 
compelled to-sell his labour power to another, disappears, 
is destroyed for ever. The content of wages is dunged, 
and this rerolutiosaiy change at once biitigs deep and 
fundamental changes in the whole conditions of life of the 
workers, changes obvious at once to any observer. 

Communism, in its first stages, in is lower, sodalisc 
form, is a continual and deadly struale between the old 
and the new. “The old surviving in me new confionts us 
in life at every step, in ‘nature as well as in sodety," Lenin 
wrote about this stage. But this very struggle is the baas 
of the greatest hbention of the human mind, of human 
ene^ and creative power, which history has yet known. 
iThe period of the metatorsh^ of the j^tatiat; of the 
construction of socialist soatn, in which this struggle is 
foughr ont, is above aU a poionof growth, ofcieation and 
ofi^ucadon. It is no aeddenc dut the neatest advances 
in matetial well-4)emg ahd gesieral culture nave been made 
by the Soviet workers predsdy at a time wbm the misery 
of the people in the capitahst world has been exposed at its 
deepest, when the whole violent, plundering character of 
die capiedist system hu appeared in its most naked and 

‘ Lain, TAt oarf 
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brutal forms, as in the destruction of the homes of the 
Vienna woiken by artillery fire, or die terror in Germany, 
or the finandal scandals which accompany the growth of 
ceactiDn in Stance, the lynchings whi^ take place under 
the Roosevelt regiine in Amq^ica, and the savagery 
at the Olympia meeting in London. 

In this period socialism has made cleiiieiitary<ediia(ioa 
compulsory in a country of 170 million inhabitants, 
induding children of nationalities condemned by capital- 
ism as "‘historically” illiterate, it has made secondary 
education compulsory in all towns and increased its 
higher educadottal imrituciQns from 91 in 194 to doo in 
19}}, its scientific research institutes from 400 in 1919 
to 840 in 1933. Clubs, theatres, dnemas, newspa^ 
books of all khids increase with an abundance whim is 
still fri behind the demand, but at a late^vdiich shows that 
in its generally levd of education .the population of the 
^Soviet Union is already outstripping even die most 
advanced countries^ the capitalist world. 

The establishmmt of complete sexual equality has 
liberated for. aeative work .m immense force whose 
significance even now can hardly he calculated. But 
b^ond doubt th^ equal pattidpation of woman in every 
sphere of life, whidt is only postible under sodalism, 
fflusr mean the creation of a ^porc human, deeper and 
finer dvihsation dun any yet drumed of by man. For the. 
efrect of the destruction of emoitarion oas meant not 
only that hundreds of'thousanq of worhen have come 
into a new life as leaders and mrectois, as writers and 
poets, as organiseis and inventors, but that completely 
new creative forces arc released 'fcff humanity which cvm 
in the most advanced “democt^es” of the West are 
restrained, corrupted, or simply crushed out of exutmee. 
Not only the equality of the, sexs, the deansing of the 
springs of life itself by the giowtq of a new lewonsbip 
between the sexes, of new f^y forms, but the releasing 
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of die enei^ of all those peoples of so-called iufedor 
race or naaonaliiy who have had no chance of self»' 
development, ate creating new h uman fbices of a nchneSs ‘ 
unknowu to the old wodd. 

The appearance of cities is chanmg with the complete 
wipii^ out of slums and the bimding of new wotken’ 
quarters which in many cases sumass in rational com&re 
and beauty the luxury quartets oi the fotmec ruling class. 
The villages ate also clumging their face, and already the 
beginnings of the bieaking down of' the old opposidon 
between town and country are to be seen in me new 
State and collediTC &rms, in the oiganisation of the 
machine tiactoi; stations for serving the iaim 

Above all it must not be forgotten that the vety organ- 
isation of life itself changes under socialism with the 
change in human rclatiotmps which follows upon the 
diminadon of exploitadon and the gradual destruction of 
classes. The soviet factory, with its praduedon con£n- 
ences, its worken' ladonalisadon, is a living example of 
how it is possible to combine authoiitadve Imdeiahip with 
the creative participation of the masses in produedon. 
The whole structure of the government, repeated down 
to the local soviets, arises out of and is responsive to, the 
creative tasks of soc^ist society. As the blots of the 
inefficiency and bureaucracy inherited from the past ace 
progresavdy wiped out thae can be slen the clear and 
aup^ outlines of a itewci and higher form of human 
organisation. 

But these tasb are only solved, these victories adueved, 
heouse the working' class, the creator of the new sodety, 
has held power firmly in is hands, never hedadng to use 
it rdentlessly in the bktie against the old. As die odstence 
of compfetdy classless sodety comes nearer, this power 
does not weaken, but becomes stnmgcr. The enemies of 
the new sodety do not give up the fight itndl they have 
been dther physically destroyed when they prove incor- 
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ngible^ ^ completely le-edueated and absorbed into 
die new sodecy. It is impossible to teadi people to woik 

petty of tne community liave become completdy accosted. 
It is impossible to biiila a socialist society u the slacker, the 
diiefl t^ wredter, the criminally negligent, the drunkards, 
are to be aUowed free play. But repression wiAout 
ro-educadon is foreign to die whole ooncndon of sodal- 
im The Cheka, the G-PtU., the organ of the proletarian 
dictatotsliip once most dreaded by its enemies, was 
always an immense force in the re-education 'of both the 
backward sections and tlie enemies of the working class. 
Its members weie themselves eugineets, inventors, or^- 
iseis, able to build canals oi Aise ships &om the sea-bed, 
to found model colonies for so-cwed “criminals,” to 
check inefficiency in prodttcdon and ted tape, or 
bureaucracy, as wdl as to to the death for the cause 
of their class, the ciearion of classless sodecy. “For when 
/ aS hare learned to nuD^” loiin writes, “and indepen- 
dently are actually managing sodal ptoduedon by them- 
selves, keeping accounts, controlling the idlers, die gentle- 
folk, the swindlers and similac 'guardians of capitalist 
tradidons,’ then the csc^ from this tudonal accounting 
and control will inevitably become so incteasiugly difficuh, 
such a rare exce^on, and will probably be accompanied 
by such swift and severe pumshment (fiir the armed 
workers are men of praeded life, not sentimental intel- 
lectuals, and diey will hardly allow anyone to trifle with 
them}, that very soon die neassiiy of observing the simple, 
fundamental nfles of evetyday sodal hffi in common will 
become a kaiit. 

“The door will then be wide open for the tnnsition from 
the first phase of Communist society to its higher phase, 
and along with it to the complete widiering away of the 
State.” (Lenin, Thi State and Revolution.) 
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FROM CAFTTnUSM TO OOMMimiSM 

W HEN the worker, &ced widi a rcdoctioii in wages 
or some act of tptiny inside the factory, goes on 
stake, he finds that the octory ^ is watched not only hy 
pickets of the stiiken, but also ^ a strong force of police. 
Should the policc'Oificei deem the ^ucketing is passing 
the bounds of the “peaceful," the picket is airestra and 
tb striking worker finds himself in prison, an institution 
concerning the character of which there is some confinion 
among its supporten, the one school daimttig it to he 
"repressive," the other "reformative." The worker has 
his own opinion. 

In this way the worker, in the course ofhis struggle for 
life, comes into contaa with the State. He meets it also 
in many other ways in the course of his daily cxiseencc. 
If he fm out of work and cannot pay rent or rates, die 
State asdsts in evicting him, with^ family, fiom his 
home. While he remains unemployed, the officials of the 
State demand the fullest details of his piivatc life, and in 
certain drcuimtances can order him to perform unpaid 
labour in piison condidons for the State. Every five years 
or so he may he called upon to exetdse his functions as a 
dtizai and ruler of this same State which imprisons and 
totinents him, hy putting a cross on a voting-paper 
opposite the name of the candidate for Partial^ or 
president who he think fi likely to torment him the least. 
Hie nezt yean he spends in discoyeiingniis mistake. 

What is this State with which tb woiker finds himself 
in continual confiict, while at the same time he is assured 
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by lU persons of kno^odge and autbonty, &Qin his 
employer to bis trade onion leader, that it is his servant, 
and tbt every General Election places it in his handst 
"The Sote is a nuchine for imin t aininf; the rule of o ne 
class 0^ anotner, ' says Leom. So long as classes have 
"existed, and so loi^ as they shall continue to exist, the 
dominant dass has maintainn an apparatus of compulsion, 
based on violence, in order to defend its piivilera against 
the dominated classes. The Stat e grows out o f the irrecon- 
dlable antagonisms of class sociec^ and it a. as Loim 
emphasisQ, at once "tbe product and the manifestation of 
the kitcmcikhilUy of class' antagonisms. The State aris^ 
when, whoe and to the extent that the class aniagonisnis 
(mot be ohiectivcly reconciled. And, conversSy, the 
existence of t^ Stare proves that the class antagonisms are 
irreconcilable." 

The growth and development of the State, from ,tlie 
first Pnest-Kin^ of the eariy agricultural communities 
along the great rivers of Asia, down to our modem, 
higmy organised imperialim, has always been accom- 
panied by the development of groups of persons, closely 
connected with the dominant dass, who are "specialists 
in ruling . . . who rise up above sodety and who are 
called rulers, representadres of the State." (Lenin.) 
whatever particular fiirm the State has taken, Monarchy 
or Republic, Aiiston^ or Demoaacy, it has always 
guaianceed the tigho and privileges of the dominant dass, 
whether, slave-holdas, feuw landlords and merchants or 
modem capitalists. 

Capiialim in its pre^esdve period almost everywhere 
established paiiiatnentary democracy as the typied State 
Ibnn, though natuiaffy &}m country to country the 
degree and character of this democracy varied consider- 
ably in_attMdaia_m^L^i£j«drardevdo^^_ofAe 
class ^pgle in each oountA. British deipocracv. with 
its strong survit^Is of fdidalism, was the creadon of the 
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two revolutions of the seventeenth century anil of the 
onslaught of the indusctial bourgeoisie in the first third 
.of the nineteenth century, an ^onslaught checked in its 
turn by die rise to independent clau struggle of the workers 
in the Chartist movement. Ficnch dmociacy grew up 
out of the, great Revolution which began in 1739, out of 
the revolts of 1848, the Paris Commune of 1871. while in 
Ameria fint the revoludona^ war againsi Britain, and 
finally the Civil War agamst the Sottuem slave-owncts 
were the deduve stages in building the newest and most 
"advanced" capitalist State. 

Capitalist demociacy implies equality. It impEcs, in' 
theory, complete equity of all ddzens before the kw, 
equality of the sexes, of race, rel^on and nationality. It 
implies the equal right of all to detenninc the stmetureand 
administrarion ot the State. Yet capitalism has nowhere 
created such complete democratic equality, and can create 
it nowhere. In Britain eqplity betbre the law emsts in 
fomi and is daily violated in practice, while the whole 
scmi-feudal charter of legal ptoceduie makes it e^- 
tially a fortress ofprivilege and bats the courts to the poor 
man. Equality of the sexes does not exist in this or any 
other apitalist country, since there are in ezisteiioe not 
only serious le^ “moral," and religious handicaps for 
women, but mere !s not even a vestige of economic 
emuhty. There is no equality of reHgidi, since theie is a 
stmsidised State church, and no equality of race and 
nadonality duce all kinds of disabilities are maintained not 
only with i^ard to "aliens," hut also towards non- 
Buropean inh^itants of the Empire. Ndther is there 
political equality, since money deposits are called for &om 
candidates, plurri voting exists, a^ a caste of “bereditary 
legislatois."^ 

Cwitalism does not and cannoii realise even the formal 
equality in a legal sense implied in democracy, beause of 
the existence of the very cuss antagonisms created by the 
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capitaM mode of ptoducdoo. Even gnndng all this, it 
may nevettbeless be objected that Mandsm here is bound 
upinacontndicdon. I^t,witlia]litsdefidaicies,capicalist 
d^ociacy implies a greater measure of ^eedom thaii 
feodalism, whereas, if dass antagonisms are deeper and 
mote inecondUble, as Marxism maintains, sumy the 
opposite might have been enected, in place of a recogni- 
tion of equality, however ioimal, a stronger and more 
aibitiBry ^aratus for maintamiug the privileges of the 
capitalist cLst 

Ihe question is a vital one, fbi it is predsely by such 
an argument, which is diat’of tradidonal liberal theory of 
the State, that reformism tries to hold back the woraiig 
class from stiug^e against the capitalist Sore. Ibe aigu- 
taent IS taise^hec^ it is unhistoncal. it i^res them 
that capitalism, in its struggle gainst feudan^, was com- 
pelled to put forward the ndm for equality and freedom for 
capitalist piopeity as against feudal prope^. The strui^ 
for democracy goes & back into mnoty, but capimm 
was only able to win freedom and equity for itself oy 
rousing the masses of peasants, woik^ and urban poor 
against the old feudal society. While the new law lying at 
the basis of the new State which arose out of the revolutions 
of the seventeenth and etghteendi centuries recognised the 
freedom and equality of propeity and protected that 
property against Ittacu from dthet the feudal classes (who 
0^ since gradually be^ absorbed into the capitalist 
class] or from the propeityless classes, it nevertheless had 
to extend a formal recognition to the new and powexfiil 
dass of proletarians created by amtalisnu 

Slave society recognised no li^ fbc the slavey feudal 
society recognised no rights frtr the setf capitalist society 
owing to the condirions of its development, owing to its 
creation of such a powefful, united class as ^ proletariat, 
has been compelled to yield formal recognition of certain 
rights to this dass. But, at the same rime, capitalism 
i(H 


TKOUf CAFITAIISaI TO COMMUNISM 


dates an iufinitdy more poweifiil machine of com- 
pulMon than has ever before existed in histoiy, bi its final 
phase, in the epoch of impoialism, the apiolist Sate 
becomes an enormous, parasitic burden, and die wotking 
class under this burden, paid for fiom die surplus value 
which it crates, sag^en like a modem Chnnian in a 
contemporary Pilgritn s Progress. 

Alongside this inciease in the means of compulsion, 
capitalism contrives a thousand shifis and tricks, a whole 


cmniie of deception, to keep die woilung class fiom 
actually making use of such rights as they possess, and 
paidcmatly to piev^ them fiom paiddpatW actively 
and comciouily in political hie. So deep does iM culture 
of deceit penetrate into almost every feahue of lifi; in a 
apitalist State, diar it could not be completely desciibed 
in even a hbtary of books. The gratest geniusn of the 
capitalist world have exposed it in theii novels and plays, 
bu even so have not been able to grapple with anything 
like all of its manifestations. 

Let us take first the three fieedoms vdiich ate the 
comer stones of capitalist democracy, the freedom of the 
Press, of speech and of meeting. Since in capitalist society 
aO the newspapers and printing-presses belong, with 
ncg%ible exceptions, to the ca^ta^ class, this class is 
able to ensure that all the wells of thoii^t are poisoned 
by its own propaganda. Enlightened 'members of the 
capitalist class, aftei aaid and bitici struggles, are able from 
rime to time to break through this d umb censorship and 
throw a levealing light upon the society in which they 
live. The working class, uy dint of appalling ncrifices, 
are able to scrape together from tbrir pennies enough to 
establish small printing-presses and produce struggling 
news sheets to express (h^ aims and organise their fight 
Gtat geniuses hke Marx and Lenin find infinite difiEciuty 
in getting that bookspuhlishcd. Inmost countricsdteworiis 
of ptoletarian writers suffer censoiship or confisation. 
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It is, of couise, impossible fbi capitalism to suppress 
the voice of die workup class, but it is more clever tlua 
this. So long as it is able to do so, it uses io victual mono- 
poly of die Press and book pubEsLing in order to corrupt 
the mindt of whole nations. Cudtwsm's bawling (ut^ 
the modem Press, is a stew of filth and nonsense deliber- 
atdy deugned to pievoit the mass of peqple fitom nsng 
their minds, from jKcoming oonsdoos paiiidpatois in 
sodalli&. Sport, sex, crime, ^ holy uinity of the modem 
Press, have prcr^ otcee^ngly effcctiTe weapcsu. For 
the first time in imnun history the culing class ,lias used 
its power not meiely to mudl^ the bodie of its slaves, 
but to mudlate thdt miiuls. All the resources of science 
and technique made use of with infinite resource in 
accomplishmg this great end. CapitaHsm evm uses its 
power in Britain in ^rder to wb a monopoly of die Pres 
of i^oimise socialisin and bring it into complete uni- 
fotmity with the other great organs of "public opinion.” 
Between a ,fiisdM govemmem which drugs its prisoners 
in order to prevent rheir spoking the truth and a “demo- 
cracy” which, drugs its dtiaens in order to prevent their 
knowing the tnitn, the difierence is only one of degree. 
Tlfi Minister of Propaganda, Goebbels, is only the logical 
development of the Boverbiook — Rotheimere— Odnanu 
tradition and to a class which can habitually poison millions 
with the modem daily paper, the poisoning ofoneVander 
luhbc is no great matter. 

Freedom speech and thought cannot of<coiiT» be 
consideted apart fiom this monopoly of the bourgeoisie 
over the piindug-piess, the tatfio, the d tiem a, the dieatie 
and the public 1^, over all the nuuriil of expio 
sion. If the cmiolist dnema and the .London theatres are 
examples of £^om of. thought, then it is only postiUe 
to draw the conclusion, that u^r capitalism the iniellec- 
tualsjuve lost the apadty to think and to esmiess emocton. 
As for the wircicsi, no pretence of “fieeaom” is made 
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here and censorship is operated shamelessly and openly 
rmon a class basis. The notorbus cases of the “Naconu 
character” and "Causes of War” broadcasts arc hardly 
likely to be forgotten. An employer is permitted 
to make a Tidtmy tendentious and almost openly 
Racist address. The worker who toUows him hu hn 
talk so censored as to make it a travesty upon his dass 
and is forced publicly to ^posc the das diaraaer 
of this paidcdar piece of the capitalist Sbtc apparatus. 
A distinguished prof^or is prevented from giving a 
socialist address on the causes of wax. 

The so-called freedom of meetmg is also limited fir 
the woildne class Iw the fret dut all the best balls are 
owned by me capioime who tefrse thar dse for worken* 
meeting. It is limited by the fret that police and milit^ 
exist to prevent the worms from meeting when capitalism 
feek that it is in danger. In London, for example, the 
police break up all meeting at Labour Exchan^ and 
axFEst the speakers. In Binmi^m and other cities they 
break up all meetings outside frcioiies and arrest the 
speakeis. The speakers ac all working-dass meetings, but 
particuiatly in London, Bumin^iam and South Wales 
are intimiiuted by the presence of detectives. The present 
writei once addressed a small election meeting in a 
Birmingham schoolroom at which no less than seven 
detectives were ptesetu, the total audieuefe being less than 
one hundred. Bnoimous poKre concentrations protect 
frsdst meetings, while the workers are forbidden the right 
to demonstrate at all in Manchester and livereool. 

It is datined that'universal suffiage offers dm posubili^ 
of making the popular will fde Two things are ovo 
looked. First, univosal sofrrage is compatible with 
the worst forms of dictatorship. Napoleon in was able 
to make excellent use of it in ms nymty yeais’ plundec of 
the French people. Fascism alsQ makes use oi univctsal 
su£^ Even the most notoriously cotnipt Balkan 
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tyramics hold "elections.’' ’The power to vote is in itself, 
of coune, no power it all. Secondly, the whole nature of 
parliamentary democracy is such tnit its very basis is the 
political unconsciotisness of the masses. Bagffiot, wridng 
in 1872 of the British system of Parliamentary democncy, 
exposes this ba^ as follows; ‘ 

“The minor Bigltsh sbopkeepen . . . were just 
competent to make a selection between two sets of 
superior ideas . . . between two posing parties. . . . 
But they could do no more. . . . They were competent 
to decide an issue selected by the higher classes, but they 
were incomperenr to do more. . . . We have not 
enfiancbised a class less needing td he mded by these 
betters 'than the old class of voteo; on the contrary, the 
new class (i.e. the wotkteg class— R.F.) need it more 
than die old." 

Ihe lace £arl of Balfour, a man of few illmioos, com- 
menting on this pearl of comtinitional wisdom in 1927, 
just after the General Strike, wrote; 

"Let the political parties be reduced to two ... but 
let die chasm ^vuhng them be so profound that a 
change of Administration would in fea be a revolution 
disguised under a consdtntional procedure. ... It 
may perhaps Ife replied chat if a majoiity of the House 
of Commons want a revolution they ought to have one; 
and no doubt If the House of Commons on this point 
fully represented the setrled convictions of the com- 
munity du reply suffices. But if not? Is there any 
tTwan» of atsuiing that in these extrone cases the 
House of Commons uvulj represent die settled will of 
the commonityt , . . Could it long survive the shocb 
of revoludonaiy and counter-revoludonary violoicct 
I know not. The experiment' has never been tried. 
Our alternating Cabiiiers, thou^ belonging to didecent 
panics, have nevet ^ffbmd about die foundanons of 
sodecy. And it is evident that our whole political 
J08 
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nuchinery pie-si^oses a people so fundamcntzlly at 
one they can sa^ aflbrd to bicker; and so sure of 
ttdr own inodccatioa that they ace not dangerously 
disturbed by the ncver-endmg dm of political con^/ ' 
This cynical politidan was clear enough in his minfi as 
to the limits of bourgeois, pailiamencaiy democracy. He 
points out plainly that it is in fan a machine for presecring 
intact the ensdi^ “foundadons of society” and that any 
serious threat to those foundations means the end of 
patliaraentary “democracy.” Bourgeois dcmoaacy is one 
form of the apitalist State, of the o^anised, systemadc 
application of force against human bemgs in order to 
nudntaia bourgeois society. It is no less a dictatorship, 
a system in which real power is in the hands of one class,^ 
because dut dictatonhip is concealed. Capitalism has 
proved that up to a point it is possible to rule by fiaud 
as well as by vh^ence. 

In the days of capitalist growth and capitalist health, 
when it was still radiant with its victory ovei fni dal 
darkness, die workiiig das had consideiable freedom.^ 
Moccovet, the State was tdadvely weak. Marx con-< 
sidared that in taid-aineteetith-centuiy England the work 


' Siooe the svocten tt this period did not possess the vote, tben 
my be thoK who wiil tpiestloa such i statenieat. Yet from iSsfi 
to 1S4B, duriof the whole of the siut Chsitsst moTemait, the 
wotkeis hid (fcedom to aim, to hold vast demoiutntioni whkh 
to^ would cettainly be imeifeted with uadet the Edwifd IH 
Act which allows the oigaiusea to be in^risoned without iny oven 
act or bteach of the peace haviit^ been commlltad, while the woiheti* 
Ftess of those days, thongb ctippled at hut by the newspapei tai, 
sns &r fivet ftom pnisectittoR Bodet (he libel aod Seditiaa laws. 
Mote sevue setusnees i» pissed tinlay on worldng^Iais leaden 
than was ere: the esse with the Guirists, eicept in the wueasim 
of the NewpoK rising. It Is worth while to mimbet m thm 
days when tentmea of thne yean’ penal seirltnde an httomme 
eomoon that the sending of untst Joncs^ to prison iot two ymis' 
haid labont in 1B4B roused intense iodigniriofl thronghout the 
country and that occasions when the ^oCoe made btn^ attacks 
npoo wuricets* danonstacions were much less fuqueot tbui 
to.day. 



COMMUNISM 


ing das! might well have won power peacefully, had they 
possessed political independenra. He never, of course, 
conadeteu diat capital!^ would have acquiesced in such 
a peaceful revolutioa vdiich he declared would inevitably 
have to fight against "a slav&holden’ rebeHioR.’' The 
development of inmedalism has completely changed this 
situation. Monopoly camolism is more violent, nrannical 
t and paiasiiic than capitalisni ^of die oU days of ^ oam- 
peddon. The workmg class in the great maa production 
^oria, so sejendfica ll y o^loited that the last drop of 
sweat is squeezed from them, is a more mimerous, compact 
and menacing force than it was in the last century. The 
development of permanait, mass unemployment, the 
growth of miliiarism, the most fiightflil of u forms of 
das exploitation in the shape of impetialist war, all these 
things have meant that ca pitalism in order to maintain its 
power has had to centralise and stieiifthen its Sate appaia- 
ms. TheaverageSotecxpaiditiire^m 1883 to i88s was 
/8 o,30o,oooi From 1911 to 1913 it was ^163,300,000, 'a 
httic more than douUe. From 1930 to 1933 it had risen 
again 10,^782,122,000. Ofthis total, much more than half 
goes upon armaments and debt diatges, diat is to say 
upon war. The pdce paid by the workers and petty- 
bonigcoisie for m^taining "me fbundadous of society” 
is becoming unbearable. 

The viol^ chaiactcr of capitalism becomes inoeaungly 
obvious. The tranadon finm “democracy” to open 
fasdst dictatorship becomes more rapid. Fasdst dictator- 
ship is the opetotettodst dictatorship ofthe mostreacdon- 
jin^isde and inqieiiaiKt elemeoB of fmance-camol- 
iam. It is in no way a contradiction of “democrat,” hut 
is hom out of its very nature. whole ideology of 
&sdsm is mudy the logical development of the ideas 
expressed every day m the “firee,” “aemocratic'’ Press of 
monopoly capital!^ of the psydiology of impetialist 
“stat esme n” of all the ConservatiTe, liberal and Labour 
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Parties, of the daily speeches of trade union lead^, Hie 
Liberal Sir John Simon in condemning Buck Shirts the 
very same week as he has encouraged me fascist Govem- 
menr of Austria to declare dvil Trar upon its working 
dass, b merely expressing the &ct that ne consideis the 
capitalist class of Britain still has room to manoeuvre 
kera without the aid of howitzers and 

significance of fasdsmi It is this. As 
capitalism decays, as its general ctisis grows more acute, 
it becomes an intoleral^ burden not only upon the 
industiial working dass, but upon millions m small 
business men, cmpmyecs, tecbmcal intcUigentaa and shop- 
keepers. Crushing taxation to My for wsS: piwantions, 
while these masses still bear on th^ shouldets all the cost 
of the last war, subdues by the State to ibe banks and 
great trusc whose afiair s arc in danger, economic crisis 
wbicb ruins the shopkeeper, small htimei, petty bimness 
man, brings nnemploymait to the clerk and ^ school 
teacher, an these mings rdse millions to political life and 
activity who had fbmeily been more than content to 
accept the world as it is. Sadeward sections of the working 
class which had hitherto slumbered apathetically come 
angtHy awake. Political questioiis, once considered 
“boring" or not quite “gooo form," or even irreligious, 
arc everywhere discusscm The whole social system is 

a uesdon^ not only by the working class, which has 
[ways led in the hght against apitalism, but also by the 
intermediate secdons and classes. 

What the Bui of Bal&ur &resaw comes to pass. In 
such dicumstaiices parliamentary democracy ceases to be 
wotkable, it becomes a danger to capitalism. It is a 
danger, not because free elecuons and parliament ue in 
themselves a method of altering "the fbundadons of 


against us woi 
machinc-gims. 
What is the 


soeieiy,'' but because thdr very futility for this purpose 
becomes apparent in such circumstances. The instUudons 
in I 
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of bourgew democracy, diough diey are, become 

at such times a menace because diey allow the woridng 
class freedom to organise itself fer the onslaught on 
capitaliim, fieedom to win over or neutralise the ihter- 
m^ce sections for the coming battle. At sudi times as 
these it becomes inaea^gly difficult for the weapons of 
deceit and &aud to conceal the real character of e^^loitadoii, 
it becomes mote and mote d^colt, as the pcessuie of the 
working dass becomes greater, as the big capitalists get 
more i^ted from the masses, them to preserve 
own unity. 

Desperate cffioits arc made by the capitalists to £nd some 
son m maw support. Though thoi own disunity is 
^parent to the world, it becomes vital to present a united 
front. Every eSbit has to be strained m order to destroy 
the dass organisations of the workers, to extetminate that 
tcvoludonary leaders, to deprive them of the chance of 
leading or neutralising the petty^bouigeois masses. The 
6ist stage in this is carried on in tlu name of "demo* 
ciacy," by the hdp of thoK ‘Teaders" of the worki^ 
class who claim tW parliamentary democracy is the 
supreme goal of man’s amhioon, who declare that the 
working daw must stniggle, not for die overthrow of 
capitals and the estabiishment of socialism, but for 
“constitDtionally” ttansfotming capitalism into a system of 
’’public coipontioDs." It is aeckied by all and sondry, 
fiom Mr. Baldwin down (o Mr. Ktannen Swafier, tkt 
‘'htedom” is thieaiened both from the Right and from 
the Left. 

Simultaneously, under the pretoice of defending 
“freedom,” viom attach are made upon the Left, that is 
upon the revoludonary oiganisadons of the woikw, and 
a series of mild reprooft and inefieedve ptohibitioiis is 
administered to open' ftsdsim The story is spread very 
svbdy among the petty-bourgeois masses tW this 's 
"democracy’s last chance." “Order," “authority," “disci- 
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iHne,” become the atdiwords of the day. The repiessTe 
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wodeen. Picketing becomes impossible unless it is on a 
mass scale and oigauised so as to fight all police proTO- 
cadon. Demomaadons are first hindered, then ^ken 
iq>, finally foibidden, all in the name of “demoaacy." 
Sradon trials become a noima! part of life and the viedms 
are never fiisdsts bur always wodtets. 

Appeals to the nadonalist passions of the petty-bouegems 
masses become more violent and fiequent. These masses 
are not socialist, save in their most advanced secdons, but 


they are becoming increasingly and-apitahsL "Di> 
illusioncd” sodal-donocrats, poudeal adventurers of all 
kinds, play npon these feelings, and fina^ a mass fascist 
patty is formed. If the WDiking class is unable to unite io 
ranks, to press forward against c^talism, to strike bade 
blow for blow, to prepare to pass from the defensive to 
the ofiensive, capitalism dien makai use of its new weapon, 
flings off the demociadc mask, and with this new mass 
bads esabhshes its terroiist dicatorship. 


Fascism claims to be a "third empire," ndther capitalism 
nor socialisiu. It is in feet the logical development of the*' 
democradc rule of the bourgeoisie. The military dictator- 
ship which existed side hy ^ with the Nadonu Govern- 
ments of IP15-1S122, the National Govenunent of 1931 


and its steady strengthening of all the fesdst elements in 
the State, are the stages cowards the opm dictatoiship of 
capitalism in Britain. The capitalist, as Werner Sombart 
points out, has always had a good deal of the mediaeval 
robber baron in his make-up. Cectainly, just as in the 
Middle Ages the decline of feudalism emphasised the purely 
predatory diaiacter of the ruling class, and the progressiTe 
character of its bourgeois opponents, so to-day the odst- 
ence of socialism exposes tlK putdy predatoty character 
of the declining ruling dass in the capitalist worid. The 
modem rulen of weiety ate a mixture of Al Capone and 
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die fioi^as, mdi tbc diaiactetudcs of the former pte- 
domicatmfi. Alexander Borg^i became Gods vicv-r^eat 
on earth, bnt Mr, Kreuger only just escaped canonisation 
as the patron saint of modem cajntalism owng to an 
undmely complintion in his ailm. 

The democtatic State is the guardian of capitalist 
property. Dicey, the classical En^ish authority on the 
’’Law of the Cousmudon," expresses this with a happy 
simplicity in the inooduction to the last edition of w 
Vinous bool. * 


“The blackleg,” he wtttes, “may be, and one may 
suspect often is, a mean feflov who, do put money into 
his own pocket, bleaks rules which his fellow-wodcers 
hold to be J^jst and beneficial to the trade generally. 
Ke, for example, has no ot^ecdon, if property paid for 
to work with men who arc not memben of any 
muon. The blackly, however, ^ but invariably keeps 
wiihffl the law of the land, and proposes to do nothing 
which violates any principle establislicd by common law 
or any enactment to be found in the Statute Book. 
The trade unionists whom he ofiends know peifecdy 
well that the blackleg is in the eye of the law no wrong- 
doer; they therefore feel that the courts arc his pro- 
tectors, and that, somehow oi other, trade unions must 
be protected against the ktenrenrioti of the judges. 
Hence the invention of that sdf-contradictorr idu of 
‘peaceful pickedi^,’ which is no more capable of real 
existence than would he 'peaceful wax' ot unoppresuve 
oppnssion,’ "(p. xi.) 

Most dearly and vrisdy put. “Along widi faedom— 
property, thus is it wrinen in your constitution. , . . 
Yes, we answer, your freedom, English, Trench and 
American gentlemen, is a fiand if ic contiadicts the 
emandpation of labour from the oppression of capital 
You have fb^otten one trifle, dvill^ gentlemen. You 
have forgotten that pur freedom is written in a constindon 
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which kgalixs private woperty. That is the essence of the 
matter.’’ Dkey tnim have been wtidng illustntiTC 
material to these worm of Lenin. All ^ sophisms which 
have now become a claily feature on the lips of statesmen 
and publicists concerning the ‘'limitadons'^and "defeas" 
of demociacy aic only echoes of capitalism’s understanding 
that the democratic State, which was a splcnchd instrument 
in the days when the economic s^tem flourished and was 
unchallenged by victoiious lodalism, may tiMlay become 
a danger to capitalist piopetty. When that property can 
only he protected by civil war the democratic State 
becomes the &scist State. 

Perhaps no point in the Communist c^dook u more 
violently disputed than this, and with good leason, for 
once the character of capitalist democracy is recc^ftiised 
as being only a concealed form of catntalist dictatorship, 
then it is impossible not co accem also the Communist 
view of the necessity to capture wt nuchhie and smash 
it &om top to bottom in order to build on its tiuns a 
workers' State, a workers’ dictatorship, which shall cany 
through the transidoti to spdalism. The whole policy of 
sodal-democtacy tuns upon persuading the wockii^ 
class that capitaasr democracy is '^urc di^cracy,'* that 
it u posable to use it for the ehmuiation of caidnlist 
private property and the transition to , socialism, Mr. 
G. D. H. Cole in his pamphlet Tht Workii^Clas Metre- 
mtnt end the Traiuifieu t6 Sed^iittn, eapnsses this attitude 
widi great clearness; 

'^ur aim is cn beg^ the pOHUTc advance to sodaltsm 
by winniim a parliamentary victory; (o place a strong 
Socialist (^veinment in authority by consdnidonu 
means, and thereafter to advance speedily to socialism 
not by a violent semne of power, but by a series of 
drastic legislative and administradve acts. We are 
hoping, unless our opponents take up arms against us 
despite the legality of out proceedings, to accomplish 



COMMUNISM 


the 'transition to socialism without dvil war; and we 
aie therefore tdying on the leadership of the legiilaily 
established womng ebs and. socUlist bodies to take 
charge of the movement and to play die dominant 
part in sedng it through.” 

Almost any constitutiotial authority could in^sini Mr. 
Cede and Sir Sta&rd Cripps, what in &a they know 
pe^eedy well already, that it is not and nevei could be 
«gal” to alter what the Ead of Balfour called “die 
foundadons of society.” It is, of couise, feitly doubt&l 
whether the £unou$ "dve-year plan" of constitiuional 
revolution which the Socialist League aims at docs in &ct 
in any way thinten apitabst private property. If we ace 
to beueve Mrs. Barbara Woottem, "the methods by which 
London passenger transport has lecetidy been unified as a 
puhHc enterprise form an excellent model of the Hnea 
along which, with only minor variations, sodalisadon by 
purthase must proceed.”^ The same lady sees socialise 
industry being run by men who, in' the public incetest; 

pt a beggatly renumeradonof “twelve 


. as public servants." 

The London Tianspoit Board, it is worth remembering, 
was created by the most reacdoiiary Government of 
modem rimes, and anyone who read the City columns of 
the. Press at the.time'when the whisper can round of the 
compensarion to be paid by the Board to Tilling’s Bus 
Company for their “sodalisadon,” can hardly have Med 
to notice with saris&ction that the self-sacimang diaie- 
holdeis were rewarded by an immediate and substantial 
rise in the value of cbeir investments. 

This brings us to a second most impoctant point. Sodal- 
democracy does not in iact stand mr the cestrudion of 
the present social system, hut for its maintenance. It 
stanw &r its maintenaflee (and “reform”) by means of the 
present democratic State as a “lesser evil” than open 
> P&n or No Pla, Bubaia Vootton, page 274. 
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capitalist dictatonhw of the fetcist type winch is compelled 
to dcsttoy the sodal^moctadc orgasisatzons, not thtough 
Icai of ueir leaders, but through fear of worldng- 
class oimbets. Geiman. sodal'demociacy is dbe dassical 
example of this policy. 

In Germany at the end of ipi8 a mighty working-class 
revolution covered the country widl soviets, seat the", 
militaiist dictatoiship of the Kaiser flying in less than a 
week, stopped the war and threaten^ to spread soviet 
power from the North Sea to the Pacific Ocean. The 
German revolution of igi8 put power into the hands of 
the workers and soldiers, rousu the poor peasantry, 
created a great working-class democracy in the shape of 
the soviets. The sot^-^niDctats, induding the Lefl 
Independenta, the equivalent of our Soc^t League and 
certain Independent Labour Fatty leaders, bent every 
efibn to desccofying or tendcrir^ ineflfeedve this working- 
class prefetartan Jiaatorship, to msarming the people am 
restoring power to the dutotorsfiip ej me ba«i]|[e0irlr, the 
“demociatic" National Assembly. To accomplish this 
they formed an alliance with the most reactionary elements 
in the country, the men who to-day lead Hitler s mercen- 
aries, and did not hesitate before the murder of the leaders 
of the revolutionaiy worken, Rosa Luxembuig, Karl 
liebknecht, Leo Jogisches, Eugene Levine. Tlie power of 
the Soviets, woikingHdass democracy, was destroyed, and 
bou^eois democracy embodied in its 'place in the Weimar 
Consdtimon. 

German social-deniociacy, in the chief stales of the 
Reidi and for much of the time in the Reich itself was in 
power fiom igi8 to 193a. Ihroughout this period it used 
Its ^wet, not to destroy the Versailles Treaty which 
enslaved the German masses (though in this th^ could 
have been sure of the support of the workers of the whole 
world), not in order to transform Germany flnom a capitalist 
to a socialist state, hut duefly in order ro suppress all 
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activity of die workers, to away from them one by 
one the conquests of the revolution of 191S, and to clear 
the path (or the coming to power of Hider. In a recent 
declaration by the exiled comnuttee of the patty in Prague, 
all this is acknowledged and if is declared diat the wmle 
poHcy of the German sodalks from At^t 1914, when 
they began open co-operation with the capitalisr State, was 
mistaken. This policy, now denounced by these gende- 
mcn become so very wise so very long after so many 
events, is the official 'policy of the Second International, of 
which, -with the British Labour Party, they have long 
been the leaden. 

It is inmossiblc to accept seriously this declaration as an 
honest acknowledgment of what, if we ate to‘ believe its 
makers, has bem a treacherous and criminal policy. The 
declaration merely reflects the fact chat the working-class 
mcmbciship of tneir party can no lociget be deedved, 
that they ate working hand in hand with thdr Com- 
munist brothers for a Soviet Germany. It is mom interest- 
ing to note the omissions in the dedaiation and the steps 
which ha.'ve led to a once great party being forced to sum 
a confession., Findy, of course, the policy 'which is now 
(in. words) abandoned began long befrte 1914. It bem 
when the German socialisQ, undn Bebel’s and Eautsky's 
leadership, revised to expel the op^ortunisB, from Bern- 
stein to David, putting forward ^onity" as, the excuse, 
but instead did not h^tate to threaten the radical Left 
represented by Luxemburg, Mehdng and ocben with 
ermnlsion. 1914 had been prepared by a whole generation 
of^compiomisc widi opportunism, that is with capitalism. 

From 1914 to the spectacle of “Socialist'’ depudes voting 
for Hitler in the Rdtistag of 193 3 was a natui^ evoludon. 
The idea that Bruening-Hindenburg was a lesser evil than 
Von Papen, Von Papen-Schleicher--Hmdccl}u^ a lesser 
'evil, than Hitler, led quite naturally and inevitably, as 
Mr; 'Edgar Mowrer in his Germitfly Rrfs the Cloek Back 
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has shown, to the final scene of Hindenbucg-Hitlei and 
the comedy of the Prague declaration. ' ' 

The Germati helieveis in “pure democracy/' like that 
British coonierpacts, hare never deed of ptoclaiming that 
fasdsm thrives on working-class resistaiice. The more the 
woricen strike, demonstrate and smi^e against stamdoo, 
war and capitalist tyranny, it is clum^ the stronger 
fascism grows. Therefore fold your arms, do not strike, 
do not demonstrate, accept the Wows of fete fiom the 
democratic policeman’s truncheon with a head bloody, 
hut of course unbowed. By using every means to prevent 
woiking-dass unity and wotkitig-dsss resistance, the 
German sodal-democrats were able to prevent resistance 
to Hitler’s “constitutional” assumption,, of power in 
February 1933. After all, a “consdttirionil” fe^ terror 
is a lesser evil than an “unconsriturional” one. 

Ihc German experience, supplemented by the events in 
Austria, is the final refutation of the thesis that through 

2 ure democracy” it is possible to achieve socialism. At 
: Nadonal Congress of, Action held in London in 
February 1934, a rat^ and file trade unionist, the chairman 
of the Bia^ord Trades Cotmdl, expressed this very well 
when he said that the fescist demonstrations in Paris, 
the evens in Austria, and the tenor in Germany, have 
convinced every thinl^ worker that there can no longer 
be any argument about “violence." It is -dear to all now, 
that capiralism is rooted m violence, exists by violence 
and can only be destroyed by violence;. These events have 
proved to milfions what the Communists mean by tciimng 
the present-day refbmmts ‘'sodal-fasdsts ” ; “sodaf 
fesdsm,” Stalin has said, “ts tlie_^ moderate wing of 
fcsdsm.”^ 

’ Hot Otto Baue^ kadet of tlie Aiutnan Boclalsts, bi adoiitted 
tbit b flcgotutiaiu vith Chmcellot DoUfijsa, he not otily igtmJ 
to 1 tvo jean’ nepemioa of the cotudnuion, but alio to the or- 
porgtin Jkt$. See Austria Dtmtruy Under FIrt bj Otto Bauer, 
pages ai-ta, 
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Wc carnot beccor sum im the Cunununist attitude to de- 
moaacy and to* the capitamt State than by quoting Lenin's 
own conclimoDs from hh book The State end Revchitim. 

“Democracy u of neat impoionce for the working 
das in its struggle foi freedom against the capitalists. 
But democracy is by no means a limit one may not 
oventcp; it is only one of die stages in the course of 
development from feudalism to capitalism, and from 
capitalism to Communism, . . . 

^’Democracy is a friim of die State— one of its vaiietics. 
Consequently, like every State, it consists in organised, 
systematic application of force against human beings. 
This on the one hand. On dw o^ hand, however, it 
signifies th{;,,^bnnal reception of die equality of all 
dozens, the equal tight of all to determine the structure 
and admimstiatioa m the State. This, in turn, is con- 


nected with the fret dut, at a certain stage in die develop' 
ment of democracy, it first rallies the proletariat as a 
revoludonary class against capitalism, and ^ves it an 
opportunity to crush, to smash to bio, tD wipe off the 
fiicc of the catth the bouigeous State machinery— even 
its republican variety; the standing army, the police, 
and bureaucracy; thffi ir subsdtuies for dl this a mere 
democratic, but still a State, macbineiy in the shape of 
armed masses of wotkeis, which becomes ttansfiimied 


into unirersal-partidpacion of die people in the milida. 

“Here 'quantity turns into quality’: such a degree of 
democracy is bound up with die abandonment of the 
fiamewoiK of bourgeois sodety, and the begumii^ of its 
socialist leconstiuction. If everyone really takes part 
in the administration of the State, capitdism cannot 
retain its hold. In its mm, capitafism, as it develop 
itself creates the prere^isites for 'everyone' to be aok 
teal'y to take part in die administration of the State. 
Among SQch pretequiutes are univepal literacy, already 
realised in most of the advanced capitalist countries, 


120 



FIOM CA?1TAIISU TO COUMUNISM 

then die ‘ttainicg and disdpliiung' of tnillioiu of workcn, 
by the huge, complex and 6oaaIued appaiatiu of the 
post-office, the caumys, the big ffictones, laige-scale 
commerce, banking, etc., etc." 

But the chief quesdon renaim, how ate these miluons, 
to win possession of the Staiei The answer is plainly 
written in the Hie around us, for the whole stiu^e of the 
working class is becoming more and mote plainly a 
struggle for power and Man’s brifliant insight which led 
him to dedace that the class struggle leads inevitably to the 
dictatorship of the prolctaiut is being proved coirect. 
Tliat the soviets, die oi^ of workers’ ffictatoiship, are 
not specifically Russian, was kaig ago shown to be the 
case. Wherever die working d^ ln<b dut it has no 
longer any decdom of movement within the confines of 
the '’democratic” c^talist State, whetevec it finds that 
the struggle for daily bread must be combined with a 

E " ical struggle against the State fand thereffiie against 
own ‘loMlm ’ who accept titat State) they form 
soviets or organisations akin to soviets as die altetsadve 
organs of woiken’ power in order to press their struggle 
home to victory. 

During the war the Shop Steward's Commitcees in 
Brioin had to abandon the idea of remaining purely 
industrial o^anisadons and to widertaltc the task of 
o^^ing a polidcal struggle against the State. In this 
way they took a first, partial step towards becoming 
soviets. In 191 p and ip2o Councils of Action were fotmra 
whkh enffiiced a political policy of the woridng dass 
upon the “demociadc” Coalition Government, the policy 
ofpeacewidi Soviet Russia. In 1926 the woriem opposed 
the offensive of capital by a General Strike organised by 
local Councils of Acdon. As tbe strike lasted these Councils 
began auromadcally to assume functions of Goveiununi, 
control of ttanspott, supplies, distribudon, etc. With 
true dass instinct the capi^ts raised tbe cry of a threat 
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to “democracy”, of a challenge to the State. Ndther in 
192a not in 192^ were these actual soviets, orgam of 
wothina-das power, which have a far wider basis, indud- 


ing delegates itom all ^ctories and depots, iiom all mass 
organiaadons of the workers and labouring population, 
but they were striking proof that as soon as t^ working 
class as a whole finds its vital interests in conflict with the 


capitalist State, the workers are compdlcd to take steps 
which must inevitably grow into the aeation of rw 
soviets, unless one side or the odier sunendets. 


From 1917 to the middle of 1919 the workers, spon- 
taneously ridng against the Governments guilty of war, 
set up soviet power in Russia, Bavaria, Finland, Latvia, 
Hungary. In the rest of Germany, in Austria, the soviets 
though not irictorious were a serious challenge to bourgeois 
democracy. But outside Russia the workers nov^ere 
succeeded in stabilising tbeii power. The causes ace clear 
enough to-day, when in every one of these countries bour- 
geois democracy bas become transfiiimed into fiisdst 
tenor. Tbc influence of those socialises who still believed 


in the fiction of “pure democracy” was still everywhac 

S redommanr outside Russia, while the working class, 
louah profoundly disillusioned in these leaden owine to 


their conduct in the war, had not yet broken away horn 
them and formed mass revolutionary parties. The experi- 
ence of the Bolsheviks had not yet been assimilated by the 
workers of die West, who, despite the war, stiU dio not 
understand cleariy that the candirions of tetiot under 
which the Bolsbem patty had been formed, were going 
to become genml in all Imperialist countries unless fore- 
stalled by wwets' dictatorwp. 

To-day the lessons of these years and the example of the 
Soviet Union, with its fieedom and socialist pto^etity for 
17c milim toilers as opposed to the conditions in the 
fiisdst countries, are rapidly entering the consdousness of 
the advanced workers in every country. The General 
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Stiike sgaiost £ucum in Fnnce, the growing unity against 
&$dsm of the Spanish workers, and of the German workers 
in the Saar, arc ngns that “pure demoaacy” and all the 
illusions spread hy its supporters, cannot any longer keep 
hack the woddng class &om luiity. Unity of the workiiig 
class, winch can only be maintained and created by revolu- 
nonary leadetsbip, aeainsc the will of lefbrmisip, is the 
path to power, To-oay it is almost impossible for a large 
strike, a mass demonsmtion, to take place in a c»italist 
country wichour the workers raising the question or sovier 
power. While capitalism is preparing for war, te-amiing 
at lightning speed, the working class is accamulatuig no 
less rapidly revohitiotiary energy and oqieneiice foe die 
overthrow of apitalism. ^ 

In those countries where this struggle for power is 
nearest, Germany, Spain, Poland, refotmism is ab^oning 
its belief in "pure dcmoaacy," and is now catting for 
“revolutionary social-democnw," and even for the 
dicatorahip of the ptoletaiiai, mough without the icvo- 
ludonaiy overthrow of capitalism. But this merely proves 
that in these countries the advanced workers are turning 
foully and irrevocably to Conununku, that thde demo- 
cratic illudons are dead. In England this is sail for from 
the case, and here the refotmists are bdng^g forward a 
new argnmeni to prove the imposubility of revolution. 
It is so longer true that the bour^sie and proletaiiat axe 
the decisive classes in society. The petty-diourgcoisie was 
overlooked hv Karx. Mr. G. D. H. Cole puts the point 
with his usual precision and with all the stdemnity of his 
own S^rintendent Wilson when discovedng a vital due; 

“The dass'smicture of society becomes, with die 
development of apitalism, not dmpler, but mote 
compl^ Society is not marked ofi* into two clear-cut 
classu— apitaliscsaud proletarians— bur infoutcly graded. 
The mtermediate groups do not disappear, but wax in 
soda] and economic importance. The petty-bourgeotsie 
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does HOC peacefully euduce the threat of submergence in 
the prolentiai: it resorts to &ckn. The gmc cajualisn 
do not swallow up the stnaU: they dominate and use 
them.” 

Mr. Cole is so excited at his discovery that he has written 
a whole booli “explaining” Marx and atnen^ng him on 
dicsepaiticulai points. Unfortunately Marx never imagined 
that society would resolve into two and dut all 
intemiediate secdom would disappear, as a simple reading 
of the Communist Manifesto could show Mr. Cole. 
But the idea diat the petty-bourgeoisie forms a “third 
f force” and that this is me basis of £isdstQ, is widespread. 
Incidentally, of counei, it is the idea of the fascists them- 
selves, who assj^aouaty spread the dlusiun that they ate a 
“third Empire,” a kind of "ladonal” and “national” 
socialism which takes into account all those “realities” of 
modeni society which Mr, Cole and his fellow^thinkers 
aceme Communism of overlooking. 

Both Maix and Loim devoted great aitendon to pre- 
dsdy this question of t^ cole of the urban and rural 
peny-houigeoine in modem society and ncticulaily in 
times of revolutionary crisis. In this they dimeedfiom die 
leaders of the Second Intetuadonal, who never attempted 
to analyse the peculiar role of die pemMmui^oine but 
instead simply swallowed wholesale all die jJluaioiis of 
these same inKrmediate sections and attempted to spread 
them among the workers. A ^lole anthou^ of quota- 
tions might K composed in uhich Mane, Engeh and Lenin 
foresaw the terrorist development of “dcmoaacy" pifr 
dsely as a result of this pczty-bougeois treadiery or the 
socialist opportunists. But neither Marx nor Lenin ever 
pretended mat the terrorist dictatorship of capitalism in 
decay, based upon the panic fear ofsoeiahsm among certain 
secdons of die petty bourgeoisie and the iUurions of others 
diat it is possible to dirow off the yoke of big c^ita. 
widiout reWutionary strugg^ would be other than what 
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it is, a bloody and hc^ess manny. They never tried to 
deceive the wodteis into believing in tlie existoice of a 
"third force" m capitalist conuno^ty economy. 

Lenin answered h/u. Cole as long ago as 1919. "In &ct 
the issue of the struggle of the proletariat against the 
bourgeoisie decides cverytfaiiig, and the intecmediaie, 
midw classes (including the whole petty-bourgeoisie, 
which means die whole 'peasantry*) inevitahly hesitaie 
between the one camp and the other. It is a question of 
Joining these intermediate sections to one of the chief 
forces, to the proletariat or the bouneoisie. Anything 
else is impossible, rie who has not understood this when 
reading Marx’s Cepiial has understood nothing of Marx, 
has understood nothing about ndaliinfi, is in £ia a 

e idne petty-bourgeois, blindly hangup on to the 
geoisie. And he who has understood this will not 
let himsdf be deceived by phrases about 'fteedoir' and 
'equality,' but will think and speak about the faets.'’ 

In Gcnnany at presoit, owing chieily to disillusion 
of these intermediate secdons in die petty-bouigeois 
“socialism" of Mi. Cole's German colleagues and to the 
success of these same colleagues in dividing the working 
class and holding it back from the stn^gle against capital. 


these masses have been temporarily won ovei to the side 
of German finance— capinl and suppon of its terrorist 
dictatorship. As the icdstance of the ’worken to that 
dictatorship hardens, as the German Communists build 
up the ind-fiudst fimnt, the petty-bourgeois masses and 
backward workers will become disillunoned also in the 
power of Hidec to find bread and woik, they will folbw 
me working dass in their final and decisive attack on Ger- 
man apttmm. Unity, boldness and resolution in tbe 
workcis under the Icadetship of revolutionary Communism 
can avoid the bloody lessons of Germany. Where these 
qualities are in evidence fascism will find no maw basis. 
Capitalism will be unable to resist for long the pressure of 
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^piolctBiiat. But uni^, boldness and lesoludon are not 
tapped out on tile keys of Fabian t^ewriters. llie working 
clw has to bniH up its leadership omousatids of Dimitrovs 
with a difleretit impiration from that which emanates from 
Oifbrd common-rooms or even from “the intelligent 
man’s” suburban study. ' 

Such a party is created by men and women who are in 
the very centre of the workers’ struggle, who am able to 
fight lot every factory, mine, garage and depot, who are 
able to wodc in every mass o^amsation of the woekers, 
whether it is led by Bsdscs, by militaiists or by social- 
fisdsts, with fearlessness and ag^ty, who are ready now 
to risk dieir lives in die stmg^e to win over the armed 
forces of apitaltsm, its military machine, for the working 
class when die dednve moment of struggle comes. That 
struggle, the peak of the class batdes m the proletariat, 
inevicably assumes an aimed form, the form at dvil war. 

The high development of modem military technique, 
has been used by roormism to spread the legoid that it is 
impossible for the woikets to win in an armed fight against 
the military machine. Stalin in one of his speeches has 
answered tuis. "Only people who have £dlca back into 
second childhood can diink that the laws of artillery arc 
strong than the laws of history.” Modem artillery is a 
terrible weapon in the conflict of classes and of nations. 
To refuse to reettenise this would be to proclaim onesdf 
a madman. It is & very &ct that the recog;mtion of this 
fin is burning icelf into die consciousness of millions of 
workers in Asia, Europe and America diat in efiecc spdis 
die doom of capitalism. For an ardllery, a military 
technique, in the service of historical development, an 
aidlleiy whose laws arc brought into correspondence with 
the laws of history, a ted artillery, is invindble and 
inevitable, 

Tlie method by which such an artillery is formed,' die 
military question of how the technical superiority of the 
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rnling claa is to be orercome, cannot, unfortunately, be 
discu^ here. Shanghai was seized in ipi? by a 
of workers yrho were almost unatzned; Cham in I9}i 
held out acaimt the tanks, aeroplanes and otwr mod^ 
weapons cn the Japanese undl it was betrayed from the 
rear; the Vienna workers did nor lose dieir fight hi 1934 
only bctausc of technical infenoiity in wc^Kins but 
bcoiiK of political weaknesses whim led to military 
mistakes. Inere is no reason for believing that, as in 
November 1917, drcumsiances will not again place 
military superiority on the side of the wodeers. 


lay 
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COMMUNIST BSITAIV 

T he diccacoohip of the piolecaiut, the tevoiutioiiary 
tiansitioii to sodalism, must lenuin, despite the Rus- 
Man ctpedence, something of an ahsttacdon unless Tve vc 
able to considei it in English conditions. Of course, in 
nuking ibi ourselves such a picture of socialut Britain, we 
must draw all the rime upon w rich stores c>f revolutionary 
er^ctience of ^ Russun wcxking class, adapting them to 
our own needs’ and the tdationship of classes which exisa 
in Britain. It is precisely here that the difference between 
Cocunimism and reformism becomes deepest For, while 
the capitalist class prepaies inexorably for dvil war, 
fbiriiymg its broaocasting^rioDS, training its army 
officers and police in the technique of street-righong, 
building up its &scist bands and its strike-breaking organisa- 
rions, tM lefonnist will never for one moment adn^ that 
revolution is "possible” in his own country. In any other 
country, yes. In Ids own, never. Nor is this accidental, 
since it arises fbm the whole theory and practice x)f 
reformism in restraining the wotkii^ class from snuggle, 
in persuading it riiat “sodalism” can only come through 
co-^raiiQn with capitalism. 

The arguments used are monotonously alike. Revolu- 
tioD was possible in Russia owii^ to the absence of "a 
lacgB native middle class, ignoring the historical &ct 
dut the peculiarities of the Russian revolution have been 
detetinined precisely by the ^ that the ovenvhelming 
majority of the population consisted of small u^c 
ptoperty-owners, the most tenadous form of ’Wddle 
‘Mn. Batfaan Voottca^ PSm tr Nt PU», page 2)9. 
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dus” in the woild. In Britain, Mi. G. D. H. Cole argues, 
capitalism has made the doss stiuctute of society more com- 
plw and "die intetmediate groups do not d^ppear, hut 
wax in sodal and economic importance."^ How fidse is 
such a statement in regard to Britain above all countries, 
we shall see presendy. The final areument centres around 
the £ta that Britain is not a selAufficient country Enit 
dependent on others for most ofits food and raw materials. 
A sodalut revolution would deprive the country of these 
sources of supply. Strangely enough those who use this 
aigumoit consider that a sodalist State established "con- 
stituticmally" would meet no such difficulties. Evidently 
the producers of Britain’s food and raw materials are 
persons of debate moial scruples, qniiie yvdling to trade 
with the lawYcn, merchants, stock-biokcis, bosiness-mcn, 
trade union leaders, tedred officen and intellectuals who 
would be at the bead of a "constitutioQal” "classless" 
soden, but not with naughty working men and women 
who had attained die same end by violence: 'What is sauce 
for the Sodalist League goose is most decidedly poison for 
the Commnnist gander. 

The first objection, despite its contradicbaiis, is the most 
vabd. While there was nothing particulafly simple in the 
class structure of Tsarist Russia, uMe this structure was 
undoubtedly much Isa simple than that of modem England, 
revolutioa in Rusria was nevertheless not so difficult of 
acliievemenr as it is proving in England and other advanced 
capitalist countries. The reason, of course, lay in the ffia 
that Russian imperialism, for all its apparatus dT terror, was 
fundniientally weaker than that of oahci countries, while 
the woiking class, under the able ladeisHp of die Bol- 
sheviks, was able to form an alliance with die main mass of 
the peasantry, also oppressed by ca^utalism and by feudal 
relics. 

’ Tie IFerHiifCbss Memaat ad At TtmHAet ft SeibBsa, page 
JJ- 
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Yet it lias proved modi more difficult in Russia, precisely 
because of the numerical weakness of the working class and 
the stn^ prdpeOT-ownii^, niiddle<lass cluiaccr' of the 
peasantry, to ouild. a soculist sodety than it b likely to 
be in Britain, or G^many, ot the United States. Rusria 
syas able, under Lenin’s leadership, to win the political 
premise of sodalism, soviet power, relatively eamy, but 
W practically none of the economic prembes, a great 
devdopmeni of heavy industries, deariucadon, advanced 
technique. Rusia has proved, however, and thb b the 
great world significance of the Bolshevik revolution, that 
given the pcdidcal ptembe, given soviet power, the 
dictatorship of the proletariat, it is possible to create the 
economic pren^ for sodalism. The experience of 
“Labour” rule in Britain, Germany, Scandinavia, Czcdio- 
slovakia, Austria and elsewhere Has proved condusively 
dut without that political prembe no amount of indus- 
trialisadoD, of economic premises, arc of any avail 
Sodalism remains as far away as ever. Capitalbm b sdll 
enthroned and the CGoadidon of the masses grows worse, 
not better. 

Capitalbm, just as it developed first in Britain, also 
deveraped there mote lemoiselcssLy, destroying all odiec 
forms of property root and branch. In no other country 
in the world b agriculture so completely capitalisdc as it b 
in B ritain. No Othet country b so sharply divided into 
two great opposing classes, into "two nirions,” bourgeobic 
and proletariat. True, for a number of reasons the struggle 
between those two nadons has not been, at least since me 
middle of die last century, so bitter and so shaip as it has 
in other countries where the dass divisions are less clears 
cuL efuef among these reasons, as Marx and Bngeli 
ipoinred out, and Lenin emphasbed after them, b die m 
that for goientions both proletariat and bonrgcoisc have 
been living at the expense of millions of peasants in the 
colonial and dependmt countria. Thb nas created in 
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Britain a "bouigeots ptoletaiiat’' along;side tbe actual 
bourgeoisie. To-day cbis conditwn of British class “pt&ce” 
is n^ly disappearing as the general crisis oT capitalism 
grows deeper, and once mote the two nations arc beginiiing 
to 6ce one another with implacable hostility as the 
proletariat, to the distutbance of its "leaders,” loses- ia 
respectable, bourgeois charaaer. 

What ate the tacts about the class structure of Britain 
and what is the relative strength of the opposing anniesf* 
The Census of Production gives us a clear enou^ picture 
of the situation in 193 1. Of at millions "^infully em- 
ployed” in Great Britain and Northern hcland about 
3} million can be reckoned as belongmg directly to the 
proMoy-owning classes, cmploycts, owners of shops and 
smJl businesses, and ^rmers (who ^ not own thdr &ims 
but in most cases own their own instruments of produc- 
tion), Very &r fiom all these are large property ownen. 
In £ia most of them own small &rms, sh^ or businesses. 
The "intermediate” sections, clerks, dvil servants, teachers, 
salesmen and shop assistants, mauagets and foremen, total 
some 2^ million. There are some 2 million domestic 
scrvanis, thoroughly proletarian by origiu and by class 
position, but clwly enough as a result of the nature of 
their occupation dBficuIt to reckon directly in the pro- 
letarian army. As opooxd to this, &c^ wotken, 
mincts, transport workers and agiicbltural laboiucis, 
empbyed and unemployed, form a mighty army of nearly 
fift^ millions. A great many oftliese work in smdl shops 
and businesses, in hotels, catering, amusements, garages, 
carpentiy shops, small btdlding-yards and so on. &mc of 
them are in me police or the aimed Ibices. But never- 
theless in referring to the w orking class we arc justified in 
counting them as an immense army ncady fifteen million 
strong, with their wives and childisi who do not work 
fi>t wages probably 32 or 33 million human beings out, of 
a total population of 46 million. 



At the moment when the political activity, consciousness 
and otgai^tioii of the working class were at their highest, 
immeditely after the war, over right million were 
organised in trade unions. This includeopolicemen (whose 
iiiiion was ftudbly dissolved), and the great majoiity.of 
woiken in the aimed forces weie also thotoughly smpa- 
thedc towards the rapid leftward movemenc which men 
took place. It is easy to understand that against the 
organisation and deteeminadon of such a mass, controlling 
not only the transport and chiefindusoy, but also the arms, 
the artulety of the county, no power on earth could stand. 
This was peifectly cicaily recognised at the rime and the 
amdety of the niling class is leflected in the memtw 
of ic statesmen, soldien and police chiefs. Unhappily 
there was no political force in eadstence at that rime to 
give diiccrion and aim to the movement, while a very 
powerful force existed in the shape of the Labour Party 
and Trade Union leadership ndiidi was able to misdirect 
and confuse this great proletarian army. 

In Britain not only is the vrorking dus overwhelmingly 
predominant in numbers, it is also able to exert a very 
great influence in moments of crisis upon the intemeMale 
sations. Among teachers, dvil servants (of the lower 
grades), small shop-keepers, smaU-holdm and poor 
farmers, radical tradutians are still very strong and dicre 
ate numbers who actively express thrir sympathy with the 
working class and even with the revolutionary movement. 
The General Strike of 1926 showed per&ctly clearly that 
before « miied class the number of persons upon 
whom capitalism can rely, outside its own armed forces, 
is ridiculously small, .it showed also, unfominarely, how 
foe fear of foe reformist leaders before such tevoludonaiy 
nuity leads them into open betrayal and splitting of the 
workcis’ forces and, consequently, into foe loss of influence 
over the more backward sections of foe workets and foe 
intermediate lower middle classes. 
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Wbat Idnd of a working class is tliis i Without actudlv 
saying so, Mr. Cole, in the passage we have twice qiiotro, 
tries to' give the impiessioii that in Bdtain the teml^cy is 
not towards greater industrial units, towards squeezii^ 
out the small Dusmess and the small (arm. He, and his 
fellow-thinkers likewise, would like to cteatc the impres- 
uon that the “small man" is becoming more important 
or to use his own words, “wadng in social and economic 
importance/’ Tha, of course, is also the &imdation of 
fasdst theory, and indeed, most (asdst “thi nk ers'' haye at 
one time ot another bdonged to s im i l ar schoob of 
“socialist’' thought to that represented by Me. Cole. 
Here again, unlu^y for the “sdenofic" basis of reformist 
thought, the &C15 all prove the oppoi^. There has 
certainly been an increase since the in the number of 
detical and admimstradve workers employed in industry, 
accompanied by a £Jliag off in the nanibef of productive 
workm in heavy industry. In ipoy there were 48^,000 
such “black-coatra worlcm,” while in 1920 the numhec 
had reached 880,000. But while die increase is propoi^ 
donately a large one, it is an absolutely very sow one. 
Moreover, far from the economic dgniheanoe of this group 
having increased, it has actually grewy decreased owing to 
radonalisadon of offee work,- low wages and a cnisnW 
burden of taxation. What is the ause of dm numencu 
increase ! Far from represendng an increasiiig significance 
of the “small man" it, represents precisely the opposite. 
The growth of monopoly, the greater concenttadon of 
industry, mean a fiigjit^ increase in its parasidc elements, 
salesmen, canvasseis, publicity workers and so on. 

It b difficult to give up-to-mte figures on the concentra- 
tion of industry in, Britain, since the Census of Production 
for *1930 is nor yet complete in this respect, bi 1924, 
however, neatly one-third of the factory wotken were 
employed in giant firms with over 1,000 workers, 'while 
70 pet cent, were employed infinns with over looworiters. 
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It is precisely in du most impottant industtiesi, autoinobi]e% 
iron anil chemicab and dectridty, ebat the giant 
industiial unit is tending Co become the nile. £ven in 
clothing, whidi to-day still has half its wo^rs in small 
shops vdth less than a hundred workers, the modem hiaory 
is npidly becoming ptcdominaiu, and siant firms empby- 
ing die most modem rationalised mewds, deluding the 
conve)^ belt, are inoeasiiig. 

So the second argpmoit against the posdbiliry of tevo- 
hidon in Britain must go, since in &a its very opposite is 
tmc. Hiecc is no other coutuiy in the wotld wm a class 
stnutuie so dear and umple as that of Britain, no ocher 
coumry in whidi the wemcing class plays such an over- 
whelmingly injportant parr. There remains the last argu- 
ment, that tcvmncioii is a physical impossibilicy owing to 
die peculiarities of die ifiitim economic sccuctuie. It is 
necessary to state at once that this a^ument is applied to 
dieii own country by refiinniso everrohcrc and is amply 
a^^vaiiadon of the Trotskyist thesis of the impossibility of 
building socialism in one country. The Austnan soctuiats 
in 1918-1919 refused to carry didr i^oludon further on 
the grounds diat a sodalist cevolution could not possibly 
lucom in Austria. It was argued in the past chat no 
socialist revolution could ever be successful in Russia, 
and so od naustm. 

However, it would be foolisb not to admit that in 
Britan, as everywhere else, thete are peculiar dtcuostanccs 
cohered. Each country has its own difficulties and chose 
in Britain are certainly no slight ones. But there are no 
difficulties wHdi arc insuimountable and the oveccoming 
ofdifficulties is entirely in OUT own hands. Ifwesiiiiendci 
before the attack, we shall, of course, be defisued. If we 
plan our campaign in accordance with the conditiQns of die 
tenitory in we operate, the dispoadon of the enemy 

fiitcta, the stiikiog power and ability to manoeavie of oui 
own, we shall be vioorious. 
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To take first the question of food supply. It is quite 
certain that the Biitisb Isles are not self-suppocdng and 
could not he made so in any reasonable period of time. 
How jcvould a socialist government face this positiani 
With revolutionary courage and resouice on die one 
hand, and with inexorable haishness towards those who 
toed to. take advantage of it on the other. For it is reason- 
able to suppose that once the capitalist State had been over- 
thrown in Britain die bourgeoisie would be powerless to 
gather forces for civil war, as happened in Russia. The 
overwhelmingly proletarian chatter of the peculation 
is a guarantee of this. It is now admitted by all experts 
that invasion of this island is militaiity impossible, so 
that the only forms of intervention left ve air attack and 
blocbde by foingn capitalist powen. 

Supposing thar the worken of France or Germany were 
not at first strong enough to pievent ait attadc, it could be 
answered in two ways. First by counter-attack, and in 
this a Soviet Britain could certainly rely upon the military 
suppon of the Soviet Union, so that any power sending 
its squadrons over our in d ns t rial ciria would have to 
expect coimtci^tlack on two fronts, or in other words, 
be prepared to foce war against two levolutiaiiary aun- 
tries, one possessing the strongest navy and the other the 
strongest army andait fleet in the wond. Simultaneously, 
the revoludoiiary govemment would cohcentiate hostages 
at every objeedve^dy to be bombed by eneniy aircraft. 
On the whole, the bourgeoine would hsirdly be likely to 
use indiscriminately such a dangerous weapon and it would 
certainly not be welcomed by the unfortunate members of 
the dispossessed ruling in Btit^ 

There remains "bloodks" intervention by means of a 
blockade. Hot again there arc, two fotins of answer, 
ofiensive and def^ve. England is one of the most 
important markets in the worn for certain foodscufl^ and' 
raw materials. Most of these can he obtained fiom 
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countries within the Empire and carriage of them is 
normally guaranteed by the navy. Soviet Britain would 
at once give independence to the Dominions and Colonies. 
l£ the wu^eoisie of Australia, India or A&ica answered 
this by refii^g to emet their piodnce to Bntain, then 
the working mss of Britain would appeal over thdt 
heads to die workers and peasants in these countries. 
Ibere is little doubt of the appeal bemn answered, since 
the rirst people to suSer from such a blockade would be 
the worl^ and peasants of die countries involved. lit is 
interesting to note that when during the Geueial Strike 
of I9i2d ceitain sections of the Australian bourgeoisie 
raised the question of holding up supplies, the Australian 
workeis answeicd spontaneouriy hy miming Committees 
of Action to cDsuie there should be no blocudc. Refusal 
by these countries to trade with Britain, if the embargo 
lasted long, could-only bring economic luia and thetefare 
revolution, for their whole economy is constructed on the 
basis of British trade. 

In England itself the existing food supplies would have 
to be strictly rationed until a normal supply was again 
eiuiired. It might even he necessary, as in Russia in 
191H-20; to introduce a form of Communism in con- 
sumption, but on a stem class basis. Food for the wodters 
flnt, what is left over, if any, for the former eiqiloiiers 
and their lackeys; Lastly, them should be no difficulty in 
keeping open ^ norths route to the Soviet Union by 
which timber, wheat, cotton and many other taw materials 
could be brought safely to British ports. The completion 
of the White Sea— Baltic Canal to Murmansk and the 
leconsmicnon of the Northern railway, as well as the 
opening of new routes ftom Leningrad to the interior, 
pattieuWly the Urals and the Don Basic, which will be 
completed hy 1937, would here he of the utmost assistance. 

The greatest weapons of all in the hands of the British 
workh^ class wouH however, he those of class aolidanty 
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and of a correct colonul poliq'. The four and a half yean 
bold defiance of British Imperialism in Indian courts and 
prisons by Flulip Spratt and Ben Bradley in the Meerut 
Conspiracy Case probably be finmd to have done 
more to ensure that the British workers will enjoy peaceful 

E ession of power, if they are able to win it, tom any- 
g else. Certainly it is worth more than battleships or 
aeroplanes. The Indian masses, fire colonial workers 
everywhere, have had a living and unforgettable proof 
that Communist Britain is not imperialist Britain, th^ the 
solidarity of the colonial and British woriter is something 
more than a phrase. Lastly, we may note, if the Soviet 
Union completes the Second Eve-Year Plan without 
interference me whole baknoe of class fbiqas in the world 
will be changed. A snccessfiil revolution in any advanced 
capitalist country, Britain, Fiance, Germany or Poland,, 
would automatically place siqictiotity in the hands of the 
working class on a tmltl scale. 

The "objeoiDns’’ to tcvohuicin in Britain taked by dte 
lefoimisQ nave no more validity tbaTi the objections once 
raised by reformists to revolution in Russia, and no other 
object man to conceal their own fear of socialist cevoludoti 
and to infect the working class with their own defeatist 
spirit. Otto Bauer, the formet leader of the Austrian 
workers, naively confisses in his “apolog/' for the 
Vienna rising tw Dollfus^ whom history' will hardly 
le^d as a hero de^te his unhappy end, was nevertheless 
able to say scomfuny to Bauer and his comrades during 
their secret negotiations, “the Austrian workers will never 
fight for such leaders!” DoUfliss judged the leaders cor- 
rectly, if he mi^'udged the workers. The latter fought, 
not for their “leaders,” but for theii homes and lives. The 
lesson will not be lost on workers elsewhere in judgi^ 
those 'leaders” who have no other policy than to dis- 
courage all militant acrivi^ and organisalion on the 
grounds of its “hopelessness.'* 
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More important for die working clast than waning ia 
energies in rebutting the argument that anything which 
may seriously threaten the “fouiukiions of society'’ is 
imposnhle, is to conatier the actual position srith which 
th^ are fiwd and which they must^ overcome in order to 
guarantee bread, work and peace to the people of Great 
Biiw. The main &cts of that position are not difficult 
to see, since life itself impresses them with sufficient ffirce 
upon our consdotuness. 

Wc have inheiited an economic structure whose 
foundations were built in thie happy days of British 
industrial nionopoly. We have inhered a system largely 
based upon the eittraction of tribute from econonrimy 
backward peqples. We kc that strucmie and that system 
cracking in the stoims of a geueral collapse of the whole 
capitalist system ^of productm and exchange. The basic 
industries of the country, coal, iron and steel, texdlea, 
builr up in the ninetccndi centurv and the fint decade 
of the twentieth, industries 'which largely depended upon 
expon for their prosperity, have received a shattering 
blow from which th^ cannot hope to icdover under 
capitalism. It is from these, and from agriculture, the other 
forgotten basic industry, that the bulk of the permanent 
army of unemployed is drawn, the “human senp" as 
Mi. Ramsay MacDonald elegandy teiim them. In 1934 
32.8 per cent, 'of Britisti industrial products were for 
export. In 1931 the piopoidoti had to 19.7. 

There has been a great development of new industries 
largely for the home maricet; some of them, like wireless 
and artificial silk, are light industries produdug for general 
consumptipo. Othen, like the chemical, elcctiical and 
antomobdie and aeroplane mdustties, are very important 
heavy industries, a good proportion of whose produce is 
exported. Tb'esc industries are usually based on modem, 
l^Uy rationalised, laiee-scale plants, and are to be found 
away from the old inaustrial areas. 
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As the export industiies have dwindled, the importance 
of overseas and particular^ of colonial investmait’ has 
grown. The firinsh capitalise class, or at least its ruling 
section, has begun to rely more and more upon the tribute 
it is able to squeeze horn its subject and dependent peoples. 
At the same time the newer, mote imwm and more 
profitahle industries have been protected by high taii£ 
which in theiT cum have called forth retaliation fiom 
imperialist rivals, thereby crippling even further the already 
overburdened c^orc industries which relied both for 
ma^ets and raw materials upon relatively uuiestiicted 
world trade. « 

World trade itself from which the British shippers, 
bankers and merchants drew immense profip, is becoming 
every year mote restricted and more difficult. There is 
no longer any stable worid curtenty. Taiifis are every- 
whete prohibitive. Economic waHare is the rule rather 
than tiu exception .between capitalise nations, and the 
nearer the-retuni to “prosperity’ the more dangerously 
acute becomes the wamre. This must inevitably, be die 
case, tince a normal period of “prosperity” is now quite 
impossible of achievement for capicaWi as a whole and 
the struggle for markets is becoming a struggle for He. 

Ihe wars of the imp iirialist epoch, the bur^ of main- 
taming an Empire aTways on the verge of revolt, the 
thitatening political crisis developu^ on 'the background 
of the gen^ crisis of capitalism ana the consequent mad 
expenditure on ar mamenfs, have all combined to pile np 
an almost unbeatable burden of internal debt, hi tbh 
situation the privileged posirion of the Brirish working 
class is rapidly disajppeani^ and unlras they arc able to 
tesist successfully th^ must inevitably £nd themselves 
forced down to the 1^ of life in fascist Central Europe 
and Italy, to industrial serfdom. 

If the working class in Britain are able successfully to 
prevent tlus by me only possible means, the oveithrow of 
139 



die exisdns ocder and (he of power by themsdves, 

what woold be their programmer What would be the 
dhaiaaer of a workers' dictatotship in Great Biitaint 

Tbs first task of a sueccssfiil wondng-class levoludoa in 
Bdtain would be the complete itiarmitig of its enemies, 
the creation of a Red Army, Navy and Av Force, and of a 
workers’ service of order in platt of the aisriiig police. 
Ihe woiken' Government would nationalise the land, 
the banks, the tniuporr system and all large indusoial 
enterprises, induding the csotes. Having got firmly 
into its hands the power to impose its wul upon the 
former eroloiteti and die commanding places of industry 
and agiiciuture, it could proceed to die complete sodalist 
reconstruction of the country. 

It does not a very deep acquaintance with Bddsh 
realities to understand that only suen a socinllst recomtruc- 
tm can in fact solve the country’s problems. PraccicaU^ 
every plan for the ladonal organisation of the country s 
industry, tianspoit, agiicultuic or urban life is at piesent 
completely impossible of falfilmeni owing to the fkt 
diat it at once mcountets the resistance of numerous 
privat^ptoperty intaesB. Already the questions of the 
p lanning of London have become such public scandals 
char fiinire geneiadons vdll hardly be able to believe in 
the bureaucratic stupidity which allowed {hwn to continue 
fot years. The capital of the greatest Empire in the wodd 
cannot manage its own milie, not because of inabilicy but 
because it is held to ransom by property owners who 
plunder it more remorselessly man all the gangsters of 
ChicagOi The distribution of London’s internal trans- 
port system is hound up in addidon with the dass 
character of our sociecy. Whole vast areas with a teeming 
woddng-class populadan are scandalously served, whiu 
die busincs, aoministtadve and chief residential areas have 
aweU-nigh pcr&a system of imdergrou.'id electric railways. 
An impartial obsetvee who wttoied liveipool Street 
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Station in tosh houo, ot law the queues for tiaini and 
buses in the £ast End and Easton suburbs ofLondon would 
conclude that he was >dsidng a city run by madmen. He 
would be wrong. It is a dty owned by landlords. 

Outside Lomm, in the gieat conurbations of Biniiing~ 
ham, Manchester, the West ^ding, Tyneside, Glasgow, 
the same features can be observed But here thoe are 
worse horrofs. Towns have sprung up spontaneotitly, 
unplanned. The boudng of the workers in the main was 
created for them in the nrst half of die last century. The 

K of a civilised community are completdy absent, not 
le the peopk are savage, but beousc they are sava^y 
exploited. The smoke, the dirt, the disorder of (be P-n ^Kh 
or Scottish industrial dty must be seen to be believed. 

All these ate outward symptoms. Behind them is a 
fundamental ill The industry and transpon of B ritain in 
its naain feamies grew up in die hal^entury from 1825 
to 1B7J. They were built up spontancouyy, without 
plan, by a capitalist dass whidi was becoming enormously 
wealthy upon a virtual monopoly of the wodd market. 
The monmoly has disappeared, never to retutn. The 
heritage of outworn plan^ of exhausted coal^lds and 
OR b^ ofdeaycdagriculnire and a land stripped bare of 
forest wealth, remain's. In parts of South Wales, of the 
Midlands, of Lancashire, Cumberland, Duiham and die 
West of Scotland, whole areas are derelict and theii 
popularions condemned to slow deay. 

No working-class government could accm this position. 
For thc^workm there is no such thing as ‘human soap.” 
The blast frimaces of South Wal^ aiuoug the best 
equipped in the country, ate now almost all idle owii^ 
to the &ct dial local supplies are woiked out and it does 
not "pay" to impon ore from Oxfordshire and Northamp- 
tonshire. ITct with modernised sansport and co-ordinated 
as part of a uadoual planned industry, these friniaces, whose 
average capacity is the greatest in ^tain, might work in 
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foil blast once moix. Dowlais, £bbw Vale, filacnavou 
would come to life again. 

In othet cases, capi^m cannot reorganise heavy indus- 
try and rim it economically because to do so would 
mran the scruping of whole urban regions. Since there 
is no work to be fbimd for the population, since the railway 
companies and other interests would strenuously object to 
the l^s involved, the reorganisation cannot take place. 
This applies to almost all the coal-fields, where the old 
belts, ^ shallow parts of the fields, chose first wo^ed, 
arc kept going as a burden on modem belts where the 
deeper ‘‘concealed reserves" are being worked. Capital- 
ism cannot possibly undutake the social leorgpni^on 
involved in saapping these older sections. It presets to 
leave the towns and villages semi-derdict, theii inhabitaitts 
sunk in hopdess poverty. 

Ihe qaesnon of restodng du coal industry by greater 
development of electrification and by mass application of 
the bw-tempeiatuie catbouiiadon and h^iogenadon 
processes for ^ ptoduedoQ of gas and crude oil, nas long 
Been discussed "acadeinically.” The State has even given a 

E subsidy to the Impend Chemical Industries Trust to 
a hydrogenadon plant. But a capitalist class winch 
draws more in revenue fiom overseas investment and 
various “services” than fram the profits of home industry 
is not hkdy to undertake die capim expenditure involved, 
while> Stau subsidies, though pleasant, ate necessarily 
limited. 

The poli^ of the Labour Party, as outlined in its pro- 
gramme and in the pamphlets of its Socialist Le^pe 
"Lefi vnngers" would not in fkt touch the problem of 
leconsmiction. By “buying out" bn the lines along which 
the sharcboldcis of the mciner London Transport ooncems 
were “bought out,” by tuning capitalists into “public 
administrators” at huge salaries, by nationalising the land 
through the creadon m special land stock, die wadly gdp 
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Tite complete 'ecomtnicdoo for irfiich Biicun, tooic 
dian any apuaEst country, cries out, could only be 
accompusbed by a teroluiionary goremmenr Trhicb Cook 
orer mthout compensation all buildings, factories 
and tratupoit. On no odier basis is a plannm ccononw 
possible. Tbe integration necessary in the textile, coa*, 
ifon and seed indiotiies, their soemut radonaluadon and 
modernisadon, would then be piacdcal questions of every- 
day working-class politics. The revivsJ of a^ticulture, 
leadbrestadon, on Mes which would benefit in the first 

E lace the bbouicis and small-holdcn and, which would 
are as their chief considetadou the supplying of the town 
workers with cheap and plentiful food and necessary taw 
maceiials, are also only concdvahle upon a sodalist basis, 
b is worth noting that between the Tory plans for a^- 
cuhutc now bang put through by the fotmei Fabian, 
Mr. Walter EDiotr, and those 'of the Labour Party, there 
is no difference in principle. Both view the problem 
piimirily as one of maikedng, and thcidbtc of assistanoe 
to the cartalist fanner, and not as one ofteoiganisadon of 
production. , 

Thete can he Kttle doubt that the complete teoanstnio- 
tfon of Badsh industry and agoculture, t reconscnicdon 
whidi is called for by capitalist andidons but which 
capitdism cannot cany out; would not only solve the 
quesdon of the basic innustnes, and therefore of unemploy^ 
meat, but would rapidly create the same scatdcy of Iwur 
as is now being experienced in the Soviet Union. The 
itasmis are not ^ to sedc. The abolition of the immense 
burden of intetnal and foreign debt, the freeing of the 
people from tribute to the landlords, finanders and 
indffitiialists, would clear the way for a very rapid expan- 
sion in consnmprion. At present only thiity per cent, of 
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t'Endish bomes have electric light. About two-diirdb 
of uie populaoofl aie only able to buy new dothes of the 
worst quality and very laidy, while a very considerable 
propotdon never buys new dothes at all, bdng dependent 
on the sneer oiadtcD. A great number of houses, patticu- 
lady in the country, have no drainage and the whole water- 
suf^y of the country is complet^ diaodc. In the great 
dries most woikets’ homes an without baths and many 
jsrithout indde drainage. Ji the countty, no baths ana 
outside drainage are almost the rule. The number of 
munidpal kundiies and baths is lidicubusly small The 
quantity ^of fresh milk, butter, bacon and meat 
OQiuuiiied by the majoiity of the population is about a 
third of what Jiealth and appetite dcniand. Wireless and 
telephones, though widespr^ lag far behind many other 
countries in dieir general distribution. 

The sadsfredon of these dementary needs of the popu- 
lation would alone suffice to overcome the greater part 
of the crisis in British indusoy, though so^ism must 
also undertake, in order to fiiM these task^ the actual 
icconstiucdon of industry and agriculture themsdves, the 
wiping out of the antiquated towns of the kst century and 
dior repladng by hedthy, weU-planiued socialist does. 
Hk electri£ation of industry and railway oanspott, 
particularly the bringing of hydco-electric power to 
Scotland and Wales, wh^ it is peculiarly suited to the 
coeffidons, the reconstruction of ^ coal and icon indus- 
tries, the mechausadon of agriculture (it u a myth that 
medunisation is not suited to Biidsh conditions, it is 
only not always suited to the present landlord amcuhiueh 
the rebmlding of our ddes and of our nctwou of toaos 
and bridges, the construction of a gas and water-grid, all 
these would ensurc-frt a long time to come the fiifl w^- 
ing of the heavy industries/ 

What would be the relation of such a socialist Britain 
to the capitalist world; Trade would be controlled by a 
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State monopoly, bot tboc u evciy tcason to bebere that; 
the difhculdes of the fiist break once orercome, it would 
not ditninuL Ccminly, die capitalists of the United 
States would not igoicc at the repudiation of the debt, 
but the war debt has already been repudiated in practice 
fay the present rulers of the country. Other oountties, the 
A^entiiic, ^ndia, the Dominions, China, whose whole 
»x>nomy has been built up on the basis of trade with 
Britain, will hardly tty to new markets in the doafalj 
stricken world of apiialism. Cn the contiaiy, the annuli- 
tng of all the debts they owe to British imperialism will 
for the liist tune put British trade on a basis of equality 
and open up vast new madccts for British industry in the 
indusoialisation of these countries. A sooalist Britain, 
firmly united vrith the Soviet Union, while it will un- 
donbcedly bring the internal crisis of capitalism to a head 
and probably prove the signal (or a number of great 
revolurionary movements, also provide the basis for 
a real levivu of world trade on a socialist basis. Ships 
will no longer rust at anchor in the Scottish lochs and the 
^ids of the country will rine with a new activity. 

Ibis is one side of a workers’ dictatorship in Britain. 
But how about the working class themselves i In what 
ways will theii posidon chuger Ibe universal seven- 
hoin day, with a six-bour day in mining and industries 
dangerous to the health, will give the working class one 
of w fust premises fisr a new life, leisure, hitherto the, 
monopidy of capitalism. Greater quantities of skill, 
initiative and energy are stored up unused in the British 
working class than in that of any country. The release of 
the worken fiom wage-slavery will g^vc these qualities 
fuUpUy for the first time. 

The working dkus will have to provide quanrides of 
admhusnatois, managers, technicians, inventors, teachers, 
artists, writers, playwri^ts, actors, will have to flood 
every ^hete of fare wim its oveiflorwing energy. The 
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bteikmg dinm of the capitalist monopoly of cuboie will 
open the way for a new ciutuic of the emancipated woddng 
The Soviet Republic of Britain will in £iet be a 
federadott of Scotland, England and Wales, to which 
Iidand will probably join itsw volimaiily when socialisni 
is victoiious there also. The four nations, th«r energies 
rdeased, working in complete harmony, will be able to 
perform miiades of creative work that in a few years 
will put to shame the blundeiiiig peifbrmances of the 
impciialist clique which at present nues. 

The supported of capitalist society make great play of 
its gift or freedom." Actually, as we have seen, even the 
fonial democracy inttoduoed by capitalism is beset by 
limitations which deptivd it of aU meaning for the working 
class. Soviet 6ntain will bring with it real democracy, 
carrying out all those reforms w^h capitalism, while talk- 
ing of them, never dared introduce. The court and mon- 
archy, the House of Lords, plural voting, property quali- 
fications will be swept away. With the power of properry 
broken, universal, direct, equal and secret fianchise will for 
tbe fitst time have meaning. Soviet democracy will 
embody in itself all tbe good futures of the pailiamimtary 
State; abandoning what is bad and addi^ a great deal that 
is new in order to accomplish iis ask'oidiaWg'the mass 
of the population into administration. FtMuent rnorting 
and the power of recall, open criticum of all candit ktesfor 
office, ^ become regular features of the new democracy, 
the highest the world has yet known. Administiation and 
control will be brought near to the people as the people are 
brought near’ to thm. 

Ilw teconstniction of Btitain, the creation of ' a soviet 
democracy, the building up of a new, socialist culture, will 
not come automatically as a result of the victory of the 
working class. All these things will hanre to he fought for 
and for a long period die history of the country will be 
the history of a long ^ violent struggle between the 
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old and (He new. While it is true that there is only a very 
snuO dass of petty prQpeit)H>wiieis in the country whose 
psychology must w remade as they ate absorbed into 
sooalist production, there r emains to be fought the 
heritage of a long period of triumph of the id^ and 
outlook of die former labour aristocracy. The battle 

E t this heritage will be paiticulaily difficult and 
ate, for the p^-bourgois prgudica of this section 
have taken deep root and after tbe levolntioii will 
undoubtedly form a cecce of resistance Co (he new worid, 
a centre which will attemp t to gather round itself the most 
backward sections of me workers, the ftirmer small 
property owners, die old intdligentsia and all discontented 
elements. Towards these people the workh^^das dictator- 
ship will have a dual ptJicy, of le-educatioii wherever 
possible, of stem rqmsion wherever necessary. The 
dass struggle will comimie m new ft)cms after the woiken 
have bem victorious and taken power into their own 


hands, it will continue until the ust resistance has dis- 
appeared, untd the last leKcs of dasso and (dass differences, 
both in pemlc^'s mintls and in the economy of the country, 
have also disappeared. 

The “pamoQ" of British imperialism who keep the 
of the British people in poverty and ignorance, 


hves ate materially and spiritually peusohed, are nearing 
die end of theii power. For the people of the islands, 
under the leadeisMp of tbe working dass, to uniK to 
throw oft the stian^bold of diis rwber band will not 


be easy and cannot be easy. The road to a new country, a 
country which shaJ belong to the wod^g people, to an 
England, Scotland and Wa^ which shall mean something 
dse to the world dian violence, oppresrion and terror, 
will be a hard road. But it is the road of history, along 
which we must pass. 

The world of to-day b passing through an epoch of 
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great du^e, a tnnsidon frim one social system to 
another. have been such epochs before in the past, 
paitiailarly the epoch begmiung with the revolutions in 
America and Fiance at die ebse of the dghteendi centniy. 
“Politics,” Lenin emphasised ^ith ptofiound indght into 
history, “be^ where there arc millions; sot whw there 
are thousand, bat where there are millions, serious politics 
begin cfnly there.” The milliom to-day are many more 
chu during the epoch of boumeoii tevolutioas aw they 
ate far mote profoundly moved. Iidbitely greater susses 
of humanity ate on the inarch to-day, fat g;icatcr resources 
of organisation and technique ate at tliw disposal, but 
bey are heti with Ui greater difiiculties, mote comph- 
cated problenu dun ever before in human hiscoiy. TIk 
transition to the new order will be accompanied by many 
wars and revoludom, as was the transition fiom fmdaUsm 
tn apitalism, and the part to be played by Britain in diat 
epoch is of importance to the whole world. 

In the last tevolutionary period Britain was the citadel 
of counter-icvolutioii. It has so &e played the same part 
in the present epoch. But Britain to-d?y,and Britain at 
the commencement of the nineteendi century are poles 
apart. The dideicscc is the diilcRncc between Tta^nr 
and Jutland, between a Pitt and a Ramsay MacDonw, 
between a sodal system insolent with growth and health 
and a social systhm rotten with deay. There is no future 
(bi Britain in countet-rerolutton, only an aocumulatton 
of horror and wietchedness. To this fact are awaking 
not only the woddng class, but also ever wider sections m 
honest intellectuals and ndical membets of the middle 
classes. 

Communism is no abstract idea, but a political movo- 
mot of millimia fbt bread and life, a great historical 
process of revolutionaiy transfonuarion rendered inevit- 
able by the whole preceding development of apitalism. 
£very nados, every ;9ce ww be aoected diderently by 
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that tratufonnadoo, vnl] approadi it diderently, accoidiug 
to the hhtotio] peculiuides of its devdopment, but no 
nation will stand outside this ptoces. Alrody this move^i 
mcnt of iniUioiu, this m/ u naldiig itself fdt in 
every phase of modem life and modem dvilisadon. 
Capitalk decay, aacalist pesstmism, capitalist povetty, 
caniialut violence, me recoil bdbre the enormoos and 
icloitless power of this movemoit of nuUions, a power 
which gathers strength slowlv, which at tunes gropes 
blindly tor a path, retreats witn shattered ranks, but only 
to return with firmer and more invincible force. 

The movement of miUions will be victorious, not only 
because it is a movement of the inuneiue majotity of the 
people of the world, but also because^ as Hst^ has 
irremtably proved, mankind cainnot hWer deveh^ if 
diese miluons remain subme^ed. Only w conquest of 
political power by the worioim class on a world scale 
can put an end to war, to viol^e and oppression, can 
make man master of the machine, can aboM all the 
condidons which ineviublv give birth to war, povetty 
and oppression, and can buud a new world sodety without 
classes and class antagonisios, “in which die fore develop- 
ment of eadi is the condition for the free developmeanr 
of an." 



SHORT BIBLIOGRAPHY 


Even in Ei^lish tliere is already in enuetue a great 
library of Marxist literature. For the reader who wmiea 
to be acquainted with the first prind^ of Communist 
theory aim practice the following sel^on of works by 
Marx, Engel^ Lenin and Stalin wm probably be suScietit. 

By Karl Maiz and Frederick Engek. 

The Communist MgnifisU. 

By Marx. 

IVi^, Lnhour and Ct^tal. 

Critijite ^ Cciha Pnpamt. 

The CMl War in France., 

By Engels. 

Sddaltffli, IfCopian dtid Sclent^. 

The Origin of At Famly, Private J^aperty and He State. 
Ludmgfiiierhegh. 

By Lenin. 

KarlMatx (the best summary ofMaixism in existence). 
Imperialism. 

The State and Sevoiutm. 

What ii to he done? 

By Stalin. 

Futtdaimtah if Leninism. 
iVoklrnu of Lenimsm. 

The above are both to be found in Vol. I of the Col- 
lection called Leninism. Ihose incciested in practical and 
theoretical questions of Socialist Construction should also 
lead Stalin's Repotts to the Sixteenth and Seventeenth 
Congresses of the Communist Party of the Soviet Union. 
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